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to do missionary work also in New York City and to found a
congregation there, partly on account of the number of Swedes
already residing in that city and partly on account of the as-
sistance and guidance such congregational work could render
the ever-growing number of immigrants for whom New York
was the doorway to America.

Of earlier visits to New York by Augustana pastors men-
tion may be made of the following: Rev. L. P. Esbjorn stopped
in this city in 1851 when he visited a number of places in the
East to gather means for a church building in Andover; in
1854 Rev. T. N. Hasselquist traveled to Jamestown, N. Y.,
and also to New York City;* in 1859 a theological student,
S. G. Larson, preached in New York during part of the sum-
mer.

In the early sixties the frigate Norrkoping was sent to
American waters to protect Scandinavian shipping during the
Civil War; it cast anchor in New York harbor on December 11,
1861, also on January 2, 1862, and lay in the harbor from April
22 to May 20, 1862. Many New York Swedes attended Sun-
day services on the frigate on the 15 and 22 of December,
1861, these services being led by the chaplain of the ship, Rev.
J. O. Gowenius. Later, in May, 1862, he preached to a large
gathering of Swedes in St. Matthew’s Church.>—Hasselquist
also visited New York to look over the field in May, 1862.

The earliest religious work among the Swedes in New York
was begun in the service of the Methodist church by Rev. O.
G. Hedstrom, who began preaching in the Bethel ship in 1845
and continued till 1875. This ship lay in North River, and was
used for missionary work, especially among the Scandina-
vians.*

Quite a number of Swedish immigrants remained in New
York City, the port of entry, on account of opportunities of-
fered to the wage earner, as well as to the professional man;
for some the lack of funds made it impossible to continue the
journey westward. Although New York City is mentioned
oftener and more at length in the early minutes of the Augus-
tana Synod than any other place, as needing missionary work,
the first serious and successful attempt to organize a congre-
gation there was delayed until 1865, when the metropolis had
a population of 725,000, among whom was a fair percentage of
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Swedes. The mission of the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran
Church should no doubt have been begun at an earlier date.

The Augustana Synod (founded in 1860) at its meeting in
Vasa, Minn., in June 1862. first had its attention officially
called to the importance of doing missionary work in New
York as it listened to the annual report of its president, Rev.
T. N. Hasselquist. We quote the following from this report:

“During a very extensive journey last May I also visited
New York in order to ascertain if there were any prospects
of founding a congregation there, which would be a member
of our synod. Although I met only a few of our countrymen
(landsmin), I received from them as well as from the Lu-
theran pastors in the city so much information and encourage-
ment, that I felt convinced it was high time to undertake this
work. I hope that the synod will give this subject serious con-
sideration.”®

The Committee on the President’s report, consisting of G.
Peters, Is. Jensen and H. Swedberg, called the attention of
the Synod to Hasselquist’s proposition that congregational
work be begun in New York and recommended that a pastor
be called to this field.®

The Synod passed a resolution “that the officers of the Syn-
od be a committee to arrange for the spiritual care of our
countrymen in New York, and be instructed to call Rev. O. C.
T. Andrén to be pastor in New York; also to express its grati-
tude to Evangeliska Fosterlandsstiftelsen (Evangelical Na-
tional Association) in Stockholm for its promise to contribute
to the support of a Swedish pastor in New York.”

Both the Synod and the friends in Sweden saw the great
need and importance of doing religious work in New York.

In 1863, at the synodical meeting held in Chicago in June,
the Committee appointed to look through the minutes of 1862,
consisting of A. Jackson, P. Asbjornsen, and A. Leens, asked:
“What has been done for the spiritual welfare of our country-
men in New York?”?

The information was then given that a call had been issued
to Rev. O. C. T. Andrén to become pastor in New York, which
call he had declined. No further action had been taken. The
Synod then decided “that the committee be continued with the
desire and hope, that it may find some way of accomplishing
something for the benefit of our countrymen in New York.”s
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mittee on Home Missions decide upon the time for Andreen’s
work as missionary in New York, and agree with him on the
compensation.

This call, extended to him by the Committee on Home Mis-
sions, Andreen accepted after obtaining a leave of absence
for some months from his congregation in Bailytown (Porter),
Indiana. In these early days it was not an uncommon practice
that pastors having regular congregations were sent out on
the mission field of the Synod for several months. Both the
pastors and the congregations agreed to this arrangement, as
they looked upon these missionary labors as a very necessary
part of the synodical program for the preaching of the Gospel
in the new “settlements,” as they were designated in the West.
In this case our forefathers showed that the same principle
applied to the cities.

As the missionary work in New York was considered most
important, the Committee on Home Missions asked Rev.
Erland Carlsson, the great pioneer leader and pastor in Chi-
cago, to accompany Andreen to New York and to take part in
organizing the opening campaign for beginning religious work
among the Swedish Lutherans of New York. Erland Carlsson,
ever an enthusiastic worker and promoter of home missions,
gladly complied with this request.

Now I will let the day-book of Rev. Andreen tell its own
story, by giving extracts therefrom during 1865.

In the Name of Jesus

Day-book during my missionary work in the city of New York.

In accordance with the decision of the Augustana Synod at
Princeton, Illinois, Rev. Erland Carlsson and I journeyed to
New York, where we arrived Wednesday afternoon, August 9,
18635, with the purpose of beginning missionary work for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church among our countrymen living
in the metropolis, and to be of service to the immigrants
arriving at this port.

In Thy name, O Jesus, we are undertaking this work here;
we thank Thee for safely having brought us hither. Gracious-
ly bless our labors, that they may bear fruit abundantly to
the glory of Thy name, the upbuilding of Thy church and to
the salvation of souls, for Thy love’s sake. Amen.

August 10.—We visited several persons, among them Dr.
Hanbury Smith, who received us most kindly. To our joy we
were told that the St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church on
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Fifteenth Street would for the immediate future be placed at
our disposal for our Sunday services and other devotional
meetings.

Afterwards we found and rented a suitable room in the
home of an Episcopal pastor, No. 127 Thirteenth St. E., New
York. Here we had the privilege in the midst of the turmoil
and the noisy restlessness of the great city, to fall on our
knees before our dear Father in Heaven, who knows our
inmost needs, and hears the secret sighs and murmurs of our
heart; who allows no tears, wrung from us under the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit, to be shed in vain.—Lord, hear our
sighs, and forget not the tears of our heart.

August 11 and 12.—Rev. Erland Carlsson and I spent these
days in looking up some of our countrymen, informing them
of our arrival and spreading the news concerning the divine
services to be held in St. James Church on the following
Sunday.

Our people are widely scattered in the city and the dis-
tances and differences are great, in every sense of the word.
Very few of our people even know each other, or of each
other. Their minds seem occupied merely with temporal
things. It is a cold world in which we live.

Saturday evening in our room we were alone, far away
from our beloved and the dear friends at home. My heart was
filled with a strange gloom which I could hardly explain to
myself; but we were grateful that we were two; and still more
the thought comforted us that as we sat there so dejected in
the twilight many of our friends in the West were praying for
us, that many with us were kneeling before the throne of
grace, invoking the blessing of the Lord on the coming Sab-
bath, both for themselves and for us.

Sunday, August 13.—At 10: 30 a. m. about one hundred peo-
ple gathered in the house of God, the beautiful St. James
Church. Led by the organ, we sang the glorious hymn (Psalm
268) —

“Praise the Lord each tribe and nation,
Praise Him with a joyous heart;
Ye who know His full salvation,
Gather now from every part;
Let your voices glorify
In His temple God on high.”

After the reading of the epistle was sung “The Gradual”
hymn (Psalm 280):
“Av rikedom och viarldslig frojd
ej sjilen batnad #ger;
men vara gudelig och n&jd
allt annat overviger,” etc.
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Rev. Erland Carlsson preached a sermon on the gospel text
of the day, the 9th Sunday after Trinity (Luke 16. 1-9), using
as an introductory text (ingéng) Proverbs 9. 10 (“The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom and the Knowledge of
the Holy is understanding”), and selecting as his theme:

The True Wisdom

1. That we acknowledge God and our dependence upon
Him.

2. That we in the days of grace render an account of our
stewardship before God.

3. That the children of God must show the same diligence
in spiritual things as the children of the world do in temporal
things. -

4. That we should make use of temporal things as stewards
of God.

In the afternoon I preached, using as my text Isaiah 49.
14-16, with the theme:

The Lament and the Consolation of Zion.

Lord Jesus, let these first grains of the holy seed of Thy
word, sown in weakness by Thy servants, be blessed by the
health- and life-giving power of Thy Spirit. And do Thou Thy-
self prepare the soil of the heart that it may bear fruit to the
glory of Thy name!

Announcement was made that a general meeting would be
held of all persons interested in religious work among the

Swedes in New York. The minutes of this meeting!? are an in-
teresting document:

“In the name of Jesus!”

Minutes of a convention held in St. James Ev. Lutheran
Church on the 22nd of August, 1865, by Swedes in New York,
to deliberate concerning the founding of a Swedish Ev. Lu-
theran Church in this city. In accordance with the recom-
mendation from Fosterlands-stiftelsen in Sweden and the
decision of the Augustana Synod at its recent meeting in
Princeton, Illinois, Rev. Erland Carlsson and Rev. A. Andreen
had come to the city of New York. After our countrymen had
gathered on several occasions for divine services, it was de-
cided to assemble at this meeting on the date given above.

The convention was opened with prayer. A motion was
made and passed that Rev. E. Carlsson be elected chairman,
and Rev. A. Andreen secretary.

Afterwards the following preamble and resolutions were
adopted:
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Minutes of the meeting held September 28, 1865, in St.
James English Ev. Lutheran Church in New York, for the
purpose of organizing a Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Con-
gregation in the city of New York.

Rev. A. Andreen called the meeting to order, and mentioned
to those present the purpose of their coming together. A hymn
was sung, one of the psalms of David'® was read and ex-
pounded, after which a fervent prayer was offered, that God
on High would bless our undertaking and future labors.

Rev. A. Andreen was elected as chairman of this meeting
and Mr. Carl L. Berggren as secretary.

When the chairman once more had set forth the purpose of
the meeting, so important and so full of the promise of bless-
ing for all our countrymen in New York, he placed the ques-
tion before those present, whether they were all united and
earnest in their desire to organize in New York a Swedish
Evangelical Lutheran congregation. All expressed their de-
termination by a rising vote and gave voice to their earnest
purpose by expressions of approval.

Then the chairman inquired what name should be given to
the new congregation. Several names were proposed, such as
Augustana, Gustaf Vasa, and Gustaf Adolf.

After a lively discussion in which many of those present
took part, it was decided that the name Gustaf Adolf, so dear
to every Swedish heart, and honored throughout the world,
would shed lustre on our young congregation, and that the
church be called “Gustaf Adolfs Svenska Evangeliska Kyrka
i New York”; in English: “The Swedish Evangelical Church
of Gustavus Adolphus in New York.”

The chairman further reported that he had brought with
him several copies of the Constitution adopted by the Swedish
Lutheran Churches in the West to be carefully examined by
the new congregation in New York; these copies were to be
distributed so that they could be studied before the next
church meeting, and then adopted or changed.

The chairman also proposed that a church meeting be held
on Thursday, October 12, 1865, in this same place, for the dis-
cussion of the constitution and for the consideration of other
important matters relative to the congregation; also that the
election of Deacons and Trustees of the Gustavus Adolphus
congregation in New York should take place at that time.

It was decided that the announcement concerning divine
services and the above mentioned congregational meeting
should be made in the columns of The New York Herald,
The Sun, and Skandinavisk Post.

All those present at this meeting then wrote their names
and addresses on a duly prepared list of members to be en-
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tered into the churchbook of the congregation. Forty-two per-
sons signed their names on this list.

The chairman then expressed his warm gratitude to the
present members for the laudable zeal they had displayed for
the success of this undertaking. The meeting was closed with
a fervent prayer and the singing of a hymn.

New York, September 28, 1865.

Caru L. BERGGREN, Sec'y.

At the Church meeting on October 12, it was for various
reasons decided to adjourn to November 2, 1865.—In a letter
dated November 1, 1865, Captain John Ericsson writes: “It
will afford me great pleasure to forward the interests of the
Swedish Church in New York. Please, therefore, use my name
in the manner you propose. I will also cheerfully contribute
means to a reasonable amount in furtherance of your impor-
tant plan.”*¢

Minutes of the church meeting of the Gustavus Adolphus
Congregation in New York, held in St. James Evang. Lu-
theran Church November 2, 1865.

After invoking the grace and guidance of God on this im-
portant meeting, Rev. A. Andreen declared that the announce-
ment of this church meeting had [according to the laws of the
State of New York] been made from the pulpit on three con-
secutive Sundays, and that the purpose of this meeting was
the election of trustees.

Rev. A. Andreen was elected chairman pro tem., and Mr.
Carl L. Berggren secretary for the year.

As the law required that the number of the trustees should
be from three to nine, a lengthy discussion arose which num-
ber would be most suitable for this church; it was resolved
that nine trustees should be elected, as the new congregation
felt it would stand in need of the advice and experience of as
many men as possible. Messrs. Kronlund and Hedstrom were
elected as tellers.

After the election [by ballot] had taken place the tellers
announced that the following men had the majority of the
votes cast for trustees, namely:

Captain John Ericsson, Consul C. Edw. Habicht,’* Dr. S.
Hanbury Smith, Messrs. Fred Wallroth, Ernst Bellander, Carl
L. Berggren, David W. Weiss, A. F. Sjostedt, and Nicholaus
Lindeberg.

Hence, it was resolved, that these men [named again] are
hereby declared to be legally elected Trustees of above named
congregation.

Mr. F. W. Geisenhaimer, a Notary Public, who had been
present at the election, afterward wrote the Certificate re-
quired by law in order to have it recorded.
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“It will gladden the hearts of the friends of our Church
that we finally in all earnestness have taken hold of the plan
to found a Swedish Lutheran Congregation in New York. One
of our pastors, A. Andreen, has been sent by the Synod as mis-
sionary to this place, and I have accompanied him hither to
help him begin the work. The field here is both large and
difficult. We have now been here a week and arranged for
several services and meetings. May the Lord in His mercy
crown the undertaking with blessing and success. In the be-
ginning of next month I expect to return to Chicago.”*

Evangeliska Fosterlandsstiftelsen was founded in Stock-
holm, Sweden, in 1856, by pastors and laymen of deep spirit-
uality who purposed to advance religious work within the
Church of Sweden; this association also took part in support-
ing missionary work in foreign lands.??

Members of Stiftelsen followed with keen interest the
religious work among the Swedes in the Mississippi Valley,
which led to the founding of the Augustana Synod; it offered
to give assistance, especially to the mission in New York City.

Richard Ehrenborg, who was one of the officers of Evan-.
geliska Fosterlandsstiftelsen, writes to Hasselquist from Stock-
holm, September 16, 1865, in part as follows:

“I thank you for your welcome letter of July 11 containing
the very cheering news, that Rev. Andreen has been engaged
to do missionary work in New York. We will also make men-
tion of this in our papers, and if, as we believe, the Lord will
arouse sympathy in many hearts for this patriotic mission in
another country (fosterlindska utlandsmission), Stiftelsen
will be very happy to make an annual contribution to this
purpose amounting to the sum which we have once expressed
our hope of being able to contribute. However, as this prom-
ised contribution does not come from funds already gathered,
but depends on free-will gifts, based on Christian love, we
cannot definitely fix either the time or the amount. We ask
you, however, soon to inform us on what date Rev. Andreen’s
work as missionary in New York began. If we shall receive
more than 2000 ‘Riksdaler’ annually, we will of course send
you the whole sum. If less comes in, Stiftelsen will take
into consideration to what extent we can complete the amount
out of the foreign or heathen mission funds. At this time we
send 500 ‘Riksdaler’ in a draft amounting to 27 (English)
Pounds, 15 shillings and 6 pence. May the Lord richly bless
your labors!’zs

In a letter from Paxton, Illinois, dated December 27, 1865,
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keep it afloat. May the Lord designate the man who in His
sight is suitable, to be stationed here!

“There is one reason why it is necessary to have a pastor
in New York. Whatever you [in Sweden] may think of the
emigration to America, it is steadily continuing, and during
this year [1865] it has been quite considerable. On their ar-
rival in New York the emigrants meet their first and often
the greatest difficulties with which they must contend. Dur-
ing this year a great number had means enough only to
procure passage to the landing-place [Castle Garden]; they
were then without means of support, many were sick from
the effects of the ocean journey and from all kinds of worry.
Hence the poorhouse or the hospital became their home, and
for not a few of them it was their last home on earth. And
that strangers find no comfort there, we can well understand.

“It has been heart rending to read the descriptions Rev. An-
dreen has reported to us concerning his experiences. Occa-
sionally when he visited Castle Garden, the landing-place of
the emigrants, someone would take him by his coat, and with
tears entreat him: “Dear pastor, help us to get away from this
place, so that we will not have to go to the poorhouse!—We
are so hungry!” and the pastor often had to go to the city to
procure some herring and bread wherewith to still the worst
pangs of hunger.

“He was also called upon to write a great number of letters
for the emigrants to friends and relatives living in the West,
asking them for money; cheering answers were also received,
so that he was able to send one family after the other to their
friends, thereby saving them from dire need, and often from
utter destruction. Can we shirk our duty to help?

“We are not working to increase the emigration, we only
desire to give spiritual and temporal assistance to these ar-
rivals. But how shall we be able to support a pastor in New
York especially as long as the congregation there is weak and,
besides, heavily indebted and the cost of living there is so
high? The rest of our congregations are generous—as I can
testify.

“But the mere support of the theological students at our
Augustana Seminary during this school year will cost from 2
to 3 thousand dollars. This coming spring we are planning to
arrange for and operate a Children’s Home;?” besides, old
church buildings are continually being enlarged and new
churches erected.

“Shall we therefore lay dh»wn our work in New York?—
That must not be. Our Heavenly Father will surely hear the
prayers which have been offered for this mission. He who
counts the tears which already have been wiped away by the
efforts of this mission, will surely send us both means and men
to continue this work of comfort and cheer.”



AUGUSTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 17

Evangeliska Fosterlandsstiftelsen urgently recommended
the Augustana Synod and its New York mission in its publi-
cations, and thus gathered innumerable small contributions
from its Christian constituency. For this interest and generos-
ity the Augustana Synod and the Gustavus Adolphus Church
owe a deep debt of gratitude to Stiftelsen, as it proffered its
assistance at a most crucial period, especially in the history
of the congregation in the metropolis.?®

The Work in 1866

At the meeting of the Augustana Synod near Decorah, Iowa,
in June, 1866, the Gustavus Adolphus Church, with 172 mem-
bers, applied for admission, which application was granted.
T. N. Hasselquist joyfully writes the following in his report as
president of the Synod:

“Only a year ago the Synod decided in the name of the Lord
to send a missionary to New York. Now not only is a con-
gregation, Gustavus Adolphus, organized there, but the young
congregation has already undertaken to buy a church build-
ing of considerable value. Is this not more than any of us
could have hoped? We owe this success in the first place to
the blessing of God, and then to the diligence of our mission-
aries, also to the devoted and generous members of the
church, especially the worthy men who have headed this un-
dertaking. In the immediate future this congregation needs
both temporal and spiritual support, which I feel confident
that the Synod to the best of its ability will grant.”??

The committee on the president’s report (O. J. Hatlestad,
J. Swenson, and Jens T. Venem) offered a resolution which
was adopted by the Synod as follows:

“Resolved that the Synod urges and charges Rev. A. An-
dreen, that he as soon as possible after this synodical meeting
proceed to New York to serve the New York congregation
during three months.”

This urgent call was accepted; Rev. Hasselquist, as presi-
dent of the Synod, was asked to visit New York to dedicate
the church of the Gustavus Adolphus congregation.

We will now let Rev. A. Andreen’s daybook of 1866 tell the
story.

July 17.—In the morning I took an affectionate farewell of
my wife and children, asking the Lord to keep them safe. In
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August 24.—Visited families in North Bridgewater; serv-
ices in the evening, text: chapter 1 and 2 of the prophet
Jonah.

August 26, Sunday.—The 13th Sunday after Trinity. Com-
munion at the forenoon services, and a sermon in the after-
noon. Lord, let thy spirit make the word bear fruit!

August 27.—In the evening we again assembled to hear the
Word of God. May it not be proclaimed in vain.

August 28.—Travelled from North Bridgewater to Boston
and looked up some of our countrymen. A. F. Jacobson, No.
39 Elliot St., Boston, took me around in his carriage.

August 29.—Travelled from Boston to New York. Praised
be the Lord, who took care of me during this journey.

In the evening at 11 o’clock I heard President Andrew
Johnson deliver one of his usual addresses from the balcony
of the hotel, corner 5th Ave. and 14th St.—I also saw U. S.
Grant; he appeared not to be interested in the proceedings.

August 30.—Visited King’s Co. Poorhouse and Hospital to
see Hedstrom, and then directly to St. Luke’s Hospital, corner
of 5th Ave. and 54th St., N. Y. In the evening had a meeting
with the Committee on the Constitution.

August 31.—Visited Castle Garden. Had a meeting also
with the Constitution Committee.

September 2, Sunday.—Communion services and sermon
on the 14th Sunday after Trinity. Afternoon: felt down-
hearted in my loneliness. Lord, help me for Thy mercy’s sake.

September 3.—Visited Castle Garden. Presided at Church-
meeting (Sockenstdmma), when the Constitution of Gustaf
Adolf church of New York was adopted.

September 4.—Stayed in Church (9-11) during the fore-
noon to meet people who desired to see the pastor. Busy with
writing in the afternoon. Supper at the home of Dr. Hanbury
Smith. Visited at Wallroth’s.

September 5.—Today I have been in Brooklyn to baptize a
child, and also visited Castle Garden.

September 6.—When the ship Ottawa arrived from Europe,
I was at the pier to meet the Scandinavian immigrants.

September 7.—Visited Castle Garden. Procured books for
the church records.

September 8.—In church during forenoon. Then visited
Hedstrom in the hospital (St. Luke’s Hospital) on 54th St.
Lord, give him grace to believe in the atonement given us
through Christ.

September 9, Sunday.—Sermon on the text of the day. At
1:30 funeral of a Norwegian child. Later visited Hedstrom at
the Hospital, who desired to received the Lord’s supper.

Episcopal services 4-5 in afternoon. Lord, in Thy mercy
bless my humble work, so that souls may be brought into
communion with Thee, for Thy love’s sake!
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September 10.—Today I have celebrated my 39th birthday.
How much gratitude I owe my gracious God and Father in
Christ Jesus, who so mercifully hath holpen me these many
years. Lord give me grace to serve Thee faithfully and up-
rightly.—I visited Castle Garden and gave advice to immi-
grants. Also bought some books.

September 11.—In church during the forenoon. Wrote let-
ters to Norelius, Nilson, Josephson, Lundholm, and Jacobson
(Boston). Also wrote to Carl Nordquist, wagonmaker in Red
Wing concerning his wife Stina, who with 3 children passed
through New York yesterday from Jonkoping.

September 12.—Wrote to Johan Johansson, St. Paul, con-
cerning Mr. Hallberg’s daughters Betty and Christina.—Vis-
ited Castle Garden.—Went to see Hedstrom, at hospital on
54th St. Stayed in church, ete.

September 13.—Was in church during office hours. At
Castle Garden. The relatives of Swen Olson arrived; they
received $55.00. Ordered Wallin’s “Postilla” from Chicago
for C. P. Bolin in Campello.

The accounts show how Andreen helped the immigrants
and their families, buying railway tickets for them, and ad-
vancing, at times, money to them.

Thus he sent families to Chicago, Galesburg, Moline, Mon-
tana, Peoria, Laporte, Princeton, Rockford, Andover, St. Paul,
Carson (Iowa), Swedona, Lake Station (Indiana), Galva, La-
fayette (Illinois), Rock Island, and other places.

Money was sent to the Lutheran Mission in New York espe-
cially from people who had settled in the Mississippi Valley,
for the help of relatives on their arrival in New York. The
carefully kept accounts of Andreen show that during his stay
in New York in 1865 he turned over to such immigrants for
their assistance in traveling westward various sums, in all
amounting to $1,095.36; in 1866 the sums amounted to
$686.50, making a total of $1,781.86.

His own personal expenses were modest. The stay in New
York during August to November, 1865, including the railroad
fare from Chicago and return, and trips in the East, with room,
board, etec., amounted to only $190.

Often in mentioning the immigrants a record is made that
money was advanced to them out of his own pocket; some-
times there is a later addition to these items “paid,” sometimes
not.

In New York Andreen was called upon to perform many
ministerial acts, such as baptisms, burials, visiting the sick, as
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tavus Adolphus church in New York. In accordance with the
decisions of the Synod Rev. A. Andreen has served the con-
gregation in New York during two periods, covering in all five
months. This work he has done with diligence and faithful-
ness.

“I also visited New York last summer and remained there
over three Sundays; on the last of these Sundays the fine
church of the congregation was dedicated.

“It also has an organ which was donated for its use. The
congregation is grateful to the Synod for its kind and valuable
assistance. It longs to procure a permanent pastor, so that it
may prosper in the future.

“One fruit of the mission in New York is the visit by the
pastor®! made to Campello, Massachusetts, to gather our coun-
trymen into a congregation. We already have its request to
be a member of our Synod. Other congregations in the East
will follow their example.”

It is not within the limits of this presentation to follow the
later history of the Gustavus Adolphus church in New York.
It has had to weather many storms and difficulties, which by
the guidance of God it has overcome. During the long terms
of the able and devoted service of Dr. C. E. Lindberg (from
1879) and Dr. M. Stolpe (from 1890) this metropolitan church
has been a beacon light to numerous daughter churches, and
has accomplished a work of unequalled importance in the
Eastern Conferences, while its influence has extended to all
parts of the Synod.

The congregation remembers with appreciation the begin-
nings of its history, which in part have been set forth in this
article.??

1 E. Norelius, De Svenska Lutherska F(’irsamlingamas och Svenskarnas His-
toria i Amerika, Rock Island, Ill., 1890, Vol. p. 522. Hasselquist at that
time visited New York and Boston to procure type and a Swedish typesetter
for the paper Hemlandet he was about to start publishing, and to procure

subscribers for the paper.

2 ;g;{;or B’lerger Augustana Synodens Férsamlingar i New York, New York,

p

3 Minutes of the Augustana Synod, 1862, p. 6.

4 Norelius, op. cit., 19.
George M. Stephenson The Religious Aspects of Swedish Immigration, Min-
neapolis, 1931, p. 118.

5 Minutes, 1862, p. 6.

6 Ibid., p. 10.

7 Ibid., 1863, p. 25.

8 Ibid., p. 26.

9 Ibid., 1864, pp. 8-9.

10 Oscar Fritiof Ander, T. N. Hasselquist, Rock Island, Ill., 1931, p. 59.

11 Minutes, 1865, p. 11.
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12 The minutes mentioned in this article are found in the archives of the
Gustavus Adolphus church in New York, and were copied by the writer
there.

13 Ericsson had invented (1837) and perfected the screw propeller; he also
invented the first modern steam fire engine (1829), which was first put to
use in New York, winning a prize awarded by the American Mechanics
Institute (1840). One of the most notable of his numerous inventions was
the armor-clad gunboat, Monitor, with its revolving turret and cannon,
completed just in time to battle The Merrimac (March 9, 1862) and to
hinder it from attacking New York. “By the invention of the Monitor,”
said Senator Hoar of Massachusetts, “and its victory at Hampton Roads
Ericsson became one of the savers of the American Union.” (Address at
Worcester, Massachusetts, July 31, 1909, on the hundredth anniversary of
Ericsson’s birth.)

14 Ander, op. cit.,, p. 216.

15 Rev. Andreen’s private memoranda inform us it was Psalm 84, “How amiable
are thy tabernacles,” etc.

16 Life of John Ericsson by William Conant Church, 1907, vol. II., p. 255.

17 The Swedish-Norwegian Consul in New York.—At a later church meeting the
first deacons were elected, namely, N. Hedstrom, Ch. Anderson, G. Rudvall,
V. Borgstrom, Sandstrom, and J. Hellgren.

18 The church building thus purchased was used by the Gustavus Adolphus
congregation from 1865 to May 5, 1887; then it was torn down to make way
for the new present church edifice erected under the leadership of Rev. Dr.
C. E. Lindberg, pastor in New York from 1879 to 1890; Dr. Hasselquist
p;;.gided‘;at its dedication on May 12, 1889. See Brefdufvan, November,
1915, p. 6.

19 From the daughter, Lydia, seven years old, Rev. Andreen in the fall of 1865
received a letter, which in a childish and earnest manner pleads for his
immediate return home. This is the only family letter retained from this
period. The wife also adds a few words typical of pioneer sentiment in the
midst of difficulties.

‘“‘dear papa:—

grace and peace!

Will papa soon come home? I long so much for papa. It is very sad
for us that papa is away so long. uncle is very sick. papa must come home
at once and leave the congregation [in New York], without their knowing
it, so that they wonder what has become of papa (tagit vigen)? Is it not
so that rev. duel can go [to New York]? then come home.

lydiga sofia andren
a great sinner.”
Her mother adds:

‘“Lydia has written, and I suppose I better send it.

If you believe that the cause for which you are laboring should suffer
thereby, you understand well that I do not insist on your return home
before the time is up. Yet your absence makes me feel dismal and anxious.

Do you know, I think the pain in my left side would leave me if you
come home! Longing for something does affect one’s health, and then so
many restless thoughts come and go, when the most precious object in life
is away in a world of danger and misery. So I am sure you do not wonder
at my feelings. I will write more tomorrow and let you know how it is
with Lambert.—The children are well, and I am feeling somewhat better
today. Your wife Hilda.”

[The name of the little girl who wrote the first letter was Lydia; the
parents would often, somewhat playfully, call her Lydiga (=obedient),
which epithet or nick-name she used in signing the letter.—The pious
pioneers were vividly conscious of the need of salvation as they felt they
were great sinners; this expression was often used in conversation as well
as in letters. And so the child used it. The self-sacrificing fortitude of the
young wife is shown in her attitude that when the husband considered it
his duty to do missionary work in the service of the Lord even far away
from home, the family must devotedly bear up under the burden.]

20 Minutes 1866, p. 35; and 1867, p. 16.

21 Gunnar Westin, Emigranterna och Kyrkan, Stockholm, 1932, p. 120.

22 Nordisk Familjebok, Evangeliska Fosterlandsstiftelsen.

23 Westin, ibid., pp. 120-121.

24 Ibid., pp. 124-125.

25 Ibid., p. 128.

26 See p. 3 of this article.

27 It was first planned to erect the Children’s Home in or near Paxton, Illinois.
It was located in Swedona, 1867, and moved to Andover, 1870.
Minutes, 1868, pp. 16-17; also Minnesskrift, Rock Island, Ill., 1910, p. 259.

28 Ander, op. cit., p. 216, states: “In addition to these regular contributions,
a check of $3,969.31 was received in 1867 from Sweden by the Gustavus
Adolphus congregation in New York, a gift which saved it from bankruptcy.”
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sionary work of the Iowa Synod, but sent over the men and a
very large proportion of the money necessary to carry on the
project.

In 1856, only two years after the founding of the Iowa
Synod, this body decided at its synodical meeting to take the
preliminary steps for establishing Christian missions among
the Indians. Two attempts were made (1856-1857) to establish
missionaries among the Indians of Canada or among those of
the Lake Superior region.* Both efforts (made with the co-
operation of the Buffalo Synod) proved unsuccessful. It was
during the second enterprise in 1857 that the Rev. Sigmund
Fritschel and Cand. Theol. J. J. Schmidt met a Mr. Redfield,
the government agent to the Crow Indians of the Northwest,
at Detroit. Redfield consented to take two missionaries with
him the following spring when he returned to his post at Fort
Sarpy, located on the Yellowstone river near the site of the
present town of Forsyth, Mont. As a consequence, Missionary
J. J. Schmidt and Cand. Theol. Moritz Braeuninger accom-
panied Redfield on board the steamboat Twilight on the long
journey from St. Louis to Fort Sarpy, a distance of about 2300
miles. Schmidt and Braeuninger spent two months studying
the language of the Crow Indians and making friends with
them. The missionaries found life among the heathen Indians
rude, but the manner of life among the whites of Fort Sarpy
was intolerable. The two preferred, therefore, to live in the
camp of about 1500 Crow Indians rather than to endure the
sight of the gross immorality of the degenerate whites of the
fort,” whom Schmidt called “the off-scouring of humanity.”
Chief Dachbizaschuch (head of a bear) provided lodgings for
the two white men in his own tent, and also let them have
horses for their convenience. The entire two-month period
was thus spent among the Indians.

In the fall of 1858 the two men returned to the seminary at
St. Sebald in Iowa. They were firmly convinced that since the
Crow Indian had not as yet been corrupted by the white man
and his “fire water,” there was much hope for the Gospel of
Christ in the land of the Crows. The results of their investi-
gating trip is, however, best told in the words of Braeuninger,
who wrote in regard to their leave-taking of the Indians: “Only
reluctantly did they [the Indians] let us depart, for they would
rather have persuaded us to stay. A thousand times they
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Utensils for cooking ............cciiiiiiiiinnennn. 7.00
Supplies for laundry ............ ... i, 51.00
Rifle, powder, lead, caps, ete...................oon. 60.00
D o ¥ 30.00

Clothing supplies: several woolen blankets, for each one
2 strong winter and 2 warm summer trousers; also
10-20 trousers; 8 working jackets; 5-6 coats; some
vests; for each one 2 pairs of boots and 1 pair of shoes;
necties and shawls; 12 woolen shirts; 8 blue shirts,
6 white shirts; gloves; 10-12 drawers; hats and caps;
socks and wool for stockings; towels; handkerchiefs;
thread; ribbons; needles; scissors; knives, etc. Every-
thing ... e e 200.00

On reaching Deer Creek,? the men were greatly disappointed
to learn that no Crow Indians had been seen since the previous
summer. Two of the men, Missionaries Schmidt and Doeder-
lein, returned to Iowa in December to gather additional funds
and supplies. Of the other four men, Captain Raynolds wrote:
“When we arrived at Deer Creek, we found at the Indian
agency the Rev. Mr. Bryninger [sic] and three companions,
on their way to establish a mission among the Crows. They
were German Lutherans, and had been sent out by the Ger-
man Evangelical Synod of Iowa. God-fearing and devoted
men, but ignorant of the world as well as of our language, and
in consequence poorly fitted for the labors they had under-
taken. They had started so late in the season that winter had
overtaken them at this point. Their means were exhausted
and they were awaiting funds from their friends in Iowa to
enable them to prosecute their labors. I have the satisfaction
of believing that I was instrumental in enabling them to pass
a more comfortable winter than would otherwise have been
their lot, and also of enabling them to continue the prosecution
of their undertaking . . . Mr. Bryninger [sic] and his com-
panions left Deer Creek a few days before we left our winter
quarters, proposing to establish their headquarters near the
lower canyon of the Big Horn river, a point I recommended to
them ., .’1°

While the party was wintering here at Deer Creek a Christ-
mas observance took place which was without doubt the first
celebration of such a character in what is now the state of
Wyoming. All the necessary Christmas decorations having
been brought along from Iowa, the Wednesday before Christ-
mas a tree was brought in from one of the bluffs, four or five
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miles distant, and the decorations put in place. But the story
of this celebration is best told in the words of one of the mis-
sionaries, who in 1860 wrote as follows: “. . . At seven o’clock
in the evening everything was ready. But we thought we were
to be disappointed, as our guests, Major Twiss [the Indian
agent] and his family and Dejer [sic] and his people had
already gone to bed. However, Rev. Braeuninger went again
to one of the members of the expedition. They were all ex-
ceedingly glad when they saw the tree with its decorations.
One man, a lieutenant, stated again and again as his confession
of faith, ‘Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.” Really, it was a great joy to me to see the
man thus. Then we sang ‘Von Himmel Hoch da Komm ich
Her.’ Missionary Braeuninger read the Christmas Gospel in
German and Captain Raynolds read it in English. These two
men also played several selections. Rev. Braeuninger played
the violin and Captain Raynolds the flute. Next we distrib-
uted, to the assembled Indians, gifts from the first Christmas
tree in the territory of Nebraska. The lieutenant, already
referred to, who spoke the language of the Indians very well,
told the Indians these gifts were from the Great Spirit and
that these missionaries had been sent by Him. One of the
Indian squaws, in a most naive manner, asked why the Great
Spirit, while He was at it, did not send full sacks of sugar and
flour; why such small amounts? Finally we gave the Indians
some bread and coffee and dismissed the assembly.”**

The attempt of Schmidt and Doederlein to get additional
supplies proved unsuccessful, as the Jowa Synod authorities
were unable in the spring of 1860 to raise additional funds.
At Deer Creek, however, as soon as weather conditions per-
mitted, Braeuninger and the other two men, Beck and Seyler,*?
proceeded to a point on the Powder river, 150 miles north.
There they erected their station, and in June, Braeuninger
wrote: “The establishment of a station in Crowland has, by
the help of God, become a reality.”** In spite of the fact that
Schmidt and Doederlein were not returned to the mission field,
the Iowa Synod was able, because additional funds had arrived
from Germany, to send two additional missionaries, K. G.
Krebs and Ch. Flackeneker, to Deer Creek in the summer of
1860. These two young theological students had shortly be-
fore reached St. Sebald from Germany, having been sent to
the Iowa Synod by Loehe to be used in the Indian mission
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haiohniwh, nata eesz he zistas wuestanio,” which means: ‘All
of you are invited to my house; I wish to speak to the Zista
people.” Regularly men, women and children responded in
such numbers as to fill the room, while some were unable to
get inside. The services began with recitation of the Lord’s
Prayer in the language of the Zistas, followed by the sermon.
Then came long discussions with answering of questions.”'®

In the spring of 1862 the Indians of the Northwest rose
against the government. This uprising became so acute that
the missionaries in the early summer were forced to abandon
their station at Deer Creek and retire to the safety of Fort
Laramie. Such equipment as the men could not carry with
them they buried at Deer Creek near the mission station.
Shortly after reaching Fort Laramie it was decided that Kess-
ler and Seyler were to return to Iowa for additional supplies,
as prices at this time in the Northwest were prohibitive, a sack
of flour selling for as high as $30.%°

Later in the summer, after the Indians had quieted down,
Krebs, Flachenecker and Beck returned to Deer Creek, where
they found everything just as they had left it. During the fall
and winter of 1862-1863 these three men carried forward very
much the same sort of program as during the previous winter.
In addition to making new contacts with Indians near the sta-
tion? the men began the task of instructing three Indian boys
in matters religious. These boys had been abandoned by their
own people and had found a home at the mission station. On
Christmas day of 1863 the oldest of these boys was baptized
and given the name of Frederick Sigmund Christopher. The
following Easter one of the other boys, who was about 14 years
of age, was baptized and given the name of Paulus.

As it had been impossible for Kessler and Seyler to return
to Deer Creek in the fall of 1862, it was not until the next
spring that the return journey to Deer Creek was made. The
cost of the supplies, carried to the station on this journey,
exceeded $2000.* Beside Kessler and Seyler, three other per-
sons went to Deer Creek with this expedition. During the
winter in Iowa Seyler had married, and in addition to Mrs.
Seyler, the fiancee of Beck, and another missionary, the Rev.
F. Matter, accompanied the party. So that in the fall of 1863
there were at the Deer Creek mission station two women, four
ordained missionaries, the two lay helpers, Beck and Seyler,
and the three Indian boys.
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When the spring of 1864 opened, everything seemed favor-
able for the ultimate success of the undertaking. It was
thought that a mission station had been established, finally and
definitely, among the Indians of the Northwest. However, dur-
ing the summer the Indians were again on the warpath against
the whites. Since the Civil War demanded all the available
troops, the Northwest was not adequately protected. For two
months the missionaries stayed on at Deer Creek. Friendly
Cheyennes advised them to retire with the three Indian boys
to Fort Laramie, as the more warlike Sioux intended to de-
stroy the settlement at Deer Creek within four days. There
being only 30 or 40 soldiers stationed at Deer Creek, the mis-
sionaries decided, in spite of the short notice, to return to
Iowa. Flachenecker and Matter, however, remained for some
weeks at Fort Laramie, in the hope that the Indians would be
appeased and that missionary work could be resumed. That
hope proved futile. By the first of December, 1864, both
Flachenecker and Matter were back in Iowa and the mission-
ary work among the Indians came to an end.

Krebs, who upon his return had taken up his residence at
Wartburg Seminary, undertook the education of the three
Indian boys who had been brought along from Deer Creek.
One, as yet unbaptized, was christened in 1865 at Galena. This
boy, however, soon became ill and died of tuberculosis, and
later in the same year the Indian boy Paulus suffered the same
fate. Both lie buried in the cemetery at St. Sebald. The oldest
boy lived some years longer, but whenever he was not under
the direct care of Krebs, his spiritual father, temptation proved
too much for him. He failed to live up to the high hopes the
missionaries held the day he was named Frederick Sigmund
Christopher. He never became a missionary to his people.

In 1866 Krebs and the Indian boy attempted to return to
Deer Creek to do mission work. They never reached their
destination, for the Indians now were in no mood to receive
Krebs or his message. He and the Indian boy spent eight
months at Fort Cottonwood (later Fort McPherson) near the
present site of Maxwell, Nebraska, but made no contacts with
the Indians because of the unfriendly attitude of the Sioux.
This failure of Krebs led the Iowa Synod, at its meeting in
Toledo, Ohio,** in 1867, to decide temporarily to suspend its
missionary attempts among the Indians, which never since has
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in the West and abroad; and it was not until 1879, the year
following the disbanding of the Territorial Surveys, that
Thomas Moran finally found his way into the Teton country,
whose grandeur he had for so long been urged to behold for
himself, and where, seven years before, a splendid peak had
been named in his honor.*

Little was known concerning Thomas Moran’s journey to
the Tetons in 1879, other than that it was at this time that he
secured all of the field sketches upon which are based his
Teton landscape paintings, notably his famous studies of
Mount Moran (there being several, differing principally in de-
tails) and “The Teton Range, Idaho” (the latter title and
several others are in error in assigning the Teton peaks to
Idaho, whereas all of them lie on the Wyoming side of the
state line). Not a little interest, therefore, attaches to the re-
cent discovery by Miss Ruth B. Moran of a little journal kept
by her father on this expedition—one of the few documents
from Moran’s own hand relating to his early work and trav-
els in the West.

Moran’s journal is a little notebook of vestpocket size con-
taining a series of day-to-day pencil entries . The entries begin
and end with equal abruptness; there is no introduction or
conclusion. Most similar records start out bravely enough
with detailed entries which, as the days pass, become in-
creasingly perfunctory, but with Moran’s the reverse is true,
the jottings of the first days giving way to ampler and more
carefully written accounts. In all likelihood at the conclu-
sion of the expedition Moran laid his journal away® and for-
got it, for had he later returned to it he would very likely have
caught an obvious calendar error which it contains, and he
would probably not have left his notes in their present un-
finished state (for the narrative ends with the party camped,
on the return trip, at the junction of Willow Creek and Sand
Creek, less than two days’ journey north of their destination).

From the journal it appears that Thomas Moran’s journey
to the Tetons was made in company with his younger brother,
Peter, the noted animal painter,® the two young artists hav-
ing evidently seized an opportunity to make the expedition
under escort of a military detachment sent out from Fort Hall,
Idaho, on a scout into Teton Basin (Pierre’s Hole) under
leadership of Captain Augustus Hudson Bainbridge (Com-
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pany A, 14th U. S. Infantry), then in command of the post of
Fort Hall. No special occasion for a scouting expedition at
this time is apparent, the records of the War Department sim-
ply noting Captain Bainbridge’s absence from the post dur-
ing the 12-day period from August 21 to September 1; it is
probable that the trip was arranged purely as an accommoda-
tion to the distinguished Moran brothers. The apprehension
of a hostile Bannock, Pam-pigemena, on August 29 is men-
tioned in Moran'’s journal but this arrest appears to have been
an incidental episode.

In view of the fact that the entire journey consumed but
twelve days time and was, moreover, made at a season when
the range was much obscured by smoke from forest fires, it is
remarkable that Moran was able to secure material for so
many important paintings—works which will forever link his
name with the Tetons. From his journal it is clear that he ac-
tually spent only one day within the range itself, and did not
have an opportunity to view the Tetons at all from the far
more spectacular eastern side (that is, from any point within
the area now included in the Grand Teton National Park).
Though these mountains impressed Moran as constituting
“perhaps the finest pictorial range in the United States or
even in North America,” it is quite certain that in all his sub-
sequent travels he never found his way back among them
again, nor beheld, save possibly from a distance, the beauti-
ful mountain which bears his name. The little journal which
follows is, therefore, a record of Thomas Moran’s first and
only visit to the Tetons.

Aug. 21 [1879]

Left Fort Hall” with Cap. A. H. Bainbridge & 20 men. 2 wagons.
On way to Taylors Bridge® very hot. Mirage. Dogs exhausted.
Pete sick. Reached Taylors Bridge® late in afternoon. 27 miles.
Desolation. Abandoned town. R. R. bridge over the Snake.
Andersons Store. Discharged soldier in the morning came
into camp & made disturbance. Hughes. Highway robber.
Dismal camp. Furious wind all night driving sand every-
where. Almost blinding. Gray dismal morning. Black basalt.
Abomination. Rushing river like Niagara Rapids.

Aug. 22

Left Camp at Taylors Bridge at 7 o’clock. Cold & windy with
dust following & blinding us all the way. At noon passed
Black Jacks on Willow Creek. All sage plain proposed irri-
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(1842-1914), an animal painter and etcher. A fourth brother, John Moran
(1831-1903), was one of the first and best-known American out-door photog-
raphers, and was also a landscape painter. Of the many Morans of later
generations who became artists the two sons of Edward Moran, Percy
1862-) and Léon (1864-), are probably the best known.

Fort Hall, the old military post, was located about 15 miles northeast of the
present Indian Agency of that name on the Fort Hall Indian Reservation.

At approximately the site of the city of Idaho Falls.
Spelled “Boqua’” elsewhere in the journal.

‘“Beaver Dick,” whose proper name was Richard Leigh, was the most pic-
turesque figure in the Teton region during the decades immediately pre-
ceding settlement. He was called Beaver Dick ‘“on account of the striking
resemblance of two abnormally large front teeth in his upper jaw to the
teeth of a beaver. The Indians called him ‘The Beaver’” (CHITTENDEN).
Beaver Dick figures prominently in the early history of the Teton region,
where for most of his life (it is said that he was 16 when he came into the
region) he trapped, hunted, and acted in the capacity of guide. He is buried
on a hill-top at the mouth of Teton Canyon. In the Grand Teton National
Park the names of two beautiful lakes, Beaver Dick Lake and Leigh Lake,
perpetuate his memory, and an adjoining body of water, Jenny Lake, is
named after his first Indian wife.

That is, Teton Canyon, through which Teton Creek (not Teton River) flows.
Near Alta, about 312 miles northeast of the present village of Driggs.

One of the north forks of Teton Canyon, probably the one marked ‘“Roaring
Creek” on the map of Targhee National Forest.

grggably a reference to the group of principal peaks known as the “Three
etons.”

Error: should read Aug. 29.
Ditto: should read the 30th.
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THE HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BACK-

GROUND OF SWEDISH IMMIGRANTS OF

IMPORTANCE TO THEIR ASSIMILATION
IN AMERICA

By ALBERT F. SCHERSTEN

In connection with a research project relating to the assimi-
lation in America of over four hundred Swedish immigrants
in a certain community the writer made a study of their his-
torical and cultural background, which is obviously important
with reference to assimilation. The degree of similarity be-
tween the environment of an immigrant’s native land and that
of his adopted country and the nature of his individual culture
and experience help much to determine the rate and the ex-
tent of his assimilation into American life.

Since practically all the immigrants included in this study
were born since the middle of the nineteenth century, atten-
tion was given to the general conditions and changes in Swe-
den since about 1850, particularly those having a bearing upon
assimilation, and, in a very general way, consideration was
given to historical and cultural conditions previous to that
time. This article does not present any new historical infor-
mation but points out historical facts that are important in
reference to the assimilation of Swedish immigrants in
America.

One or two facts concerning the population of Sweden are
apropos. Since Swedish immigrants are of Teutonic stock and
hence racially akin to a large proportion of the people of the
United States, there are no racial barriers to assimilation.?
Since agriculture has until recently been the chief occupation
in Sweden, the urban population is proportionately smaller
than the rural population, but there has been a steady urban
trend.? In 1904, 21 per cent of the entire population was urban,
and in 1930, 32 per cent.? This gradual change in Sweden is
noteworthy with regard to assimilation. An urban environ-
ment in Sweden, as elsewhere, provides a wider variety of
environmental influences than does a rural environment and
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most outlying parts” of Sweden. Sundbirg calls Sweden’s net-
work of railways the greatest economic and financial achieve-
ment of the nineteenth century in Sweden. Since the intro-
duction of the telegraph in 1853 telegraphic communication
has been greatly extended; the telephone system, begun in
1880, is completely up-to-date, and as to extent, in proportion
to population, is second to none.'”

The governmental system has, on the whole, made it possible
for its people to have respect for government and to have an
increasing share in it,'® a fact that is of great importance with
regard to the background of Swedish immigrants in the United
States. Obedience to laws and respect for authority were in-
bred in Swedish immigrants, for they did not leave Sweden
because of dissatisfaction with its laws and its governmental
system, and so they came to America with respect for author-
ity and with training for citizenship. Becoming American citi-
zens was usually one of the first concerns of Swedish immi-
grants.??

A gradual and steady trend toward democracy has been a
marked characteristic of the government of Sweden. It was
not democratic from the very beginning, but the application
of democratic principles began comparatively early. Sweden,
like England, has had centuries of a national parliamentary
development,?® and long before the eighteenth century the
people began to be partakers in government.?! At the present
time Sweden has as thorough a system of democratic rule as
any other country. Absolute monarchy existed for only a very
brief period, and the kings of Sweden have led a “democrat-
ically governed people” and have codperated with them.*

There are other evidences of the people’s political matur-
ity.?® Since popular liberty and a constitutional form of gov-
ernment were firmly established long before the rest of
Europe adopted a republican form of government, Sweden was
not greatly affected by the great governmental changes caused
by the French Revolution and for the same reason kept many
basic institutions.?* Furthermore, the Swedish and the English
constitutions were the only ones in Europe developed without
serious interruption by means of independent political growth
on a national basis.

Changes in the parliamentary system of Sweden have been
of a democratic nature. Before 1866 the parliament was com-
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posed of four chambers, one for each of these classes: nobles,
clergy, burgesses, and peasants, and since that time there have
been only two elective chambers with equal authority, the
first and the second. The very fact that they are elective is
one of the several instances of the people’s participation in
government through voting. Property requirements somewhat
limit popular share in parliamentary activities: the members
of both chambers must have a certain amount of property,
more being required of those in the first chamber than of those
in the second chamber.?” In spite of these requirements a
striking feature of the Swedish parliament is its large number
of “peasants” (middle class people), over a hundred, princi-
pally in the second chamber. As a result of traditions that are
centuries old, these people, who since 1886 have had a domi-
nant voice in politics, have self-respect and knowledge that
make them the equals of the representatives of the people in
any other country.?® Since 1886 and until the beginning of the
twentieth century the majority of the second chamber con-
sisted of the representatives of the small farmers, who, consti-
tuting the so-called Farmers’ Party, promoted the special in-
terests of their class. Another indication of growing political
democracy is the fact that in the twentieth century progress
in industry and commerce increased the political power of the
industrial workers.?”

A feature of the Swedish government that is a potential
source of respect for it and of confidence in it is the inde-
pendence of many public officials of certain kinds, who are
also reasonably subject to control. Their positions are secure
regardless of the fluctuations of political opinions and parties
and regardless of the possible caprice of superiors. Judges
and most other officials cannot be removed except for miscon-
duct and cannot be transferred to different positions or locali-
ties without their consent.?® ’

Some historical facts pertaining to suffrage are important in
reference to the assimilative background of Swedish immi-
grants. Before 1909 suffrage in Sweden did not give all social
classes an equal share in the government. Each voter had a
number of votes proportionate to the amount that he paid in
taxes, and one result of this custom was that in 1892, for in-
stance, fifty per cent of the persons entitled to vote were men,
and in local matters three per cent were women. An indication
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system of Sweden. Much cultural achievement of benefit to
the various classes continued for many centuries. There has
been marked progress in general culture since 1820, and dur-
ing the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the Swedish
nation had a particularly good record in science and art.

The educational system of Sweden, the chief factor in cul-
tural progress, is an element of the heritage of Swedish immi-
grants that can aid assimilation. Popular education began
earlier in Sweden than in most European countries, for as
early as 1686 all children were required to learn the rudiments
of religion,** and compulsory common school education for
children between seven and fourteen began in 1842 and now
has high standards. There must be at least one common school
in every district, but children may receive instruction in their
homes or in private schools provided it is equivalent to in-
struction in the public schools.*? The curriculum in Swedish
elementary schools is much the same as that in American
grade schools, with the exception that in the former religion,
Swedish, Swedish history, and gardening are required subjects
and also with the exception that in Sweden more attention is
given to gymnastics and manual training.** Sweden is a leader
in physical education; nearly all schools have good gymna-
siums, and every able-bodied pupil has gymnastic exercises
half an hour daily.**

There are other indications of the high standards of the com-
mon schools of Sweden. The teachers are well trained, being
required to pass examinations at state training colleges having
four-year courses.** School authorities must provide school
and village libraries with suitable books,*® which means that
some reading material is democratically distributed. Some
evidences of the good results of common school education are
these facts: in 1904 almost all the young men enrolled as con-
scripts could read,*” and in 1926 there were no illiterates in
Sweden.*®* Ross says, in “The Old World in the New,” that
the Scandinavians lead in point of literacy.® An immigrant
who can read and write his own language has an advantage in
respect to assimilation over an immigrant who cannot.

The educational system of Sweden provides for considerable
extension of educational opportunities. In many places there
are free continuation courses for those who have completed
the common school and have taken up trades.’* Those not
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engaged in practical work may continue in the higher division
of the common schools. Sweden has, also, part-time continua-
tion schools, in the case of which attendance is required of
those between thirteen and fifteen who have not reached the
prescribed standard of the elementary schools. The course,
extending two to three years, is based upon some practical
occupation,®* and thereby makes possible some training that
can be of advantage to those who are interested in employment
in America. Since a useful trade facilitates adjustment to new
environment in an immigrant’s adopted country, it is proper
to mention, in this connection, other provisions for practical
training. Trade schools offer part-time, one-year instruction
for those who have completed work in an apprenticeship
school and desire more specialized training. There are, also,
one-year schools of commerce and schools of domestic science
for students completing continuation courses, after having two
years of practical experience. Private commercial schools
offer two-year, full-time courses and prepare students for em-
ployment in banks, insurance offices, civil service, and so
forth.%?

Sweden has two kinds of public secondary schools, the inter-
mediate, which offers general education of a wider scope than
that of the elementary school and which prepares pupils for
practical courses, and the higher secondary schools, which
prepare students for universities and equivalent institutions.”®
Some of the required subjects in public secondary schools for
boys are of interest in connection with the background of
Swedish immigrants in America: English, history, religion,
philosophy.’* These subjects can aid immigrants in their ad-
justment to American life. All of the secondary schools for
girls were established in the second half of the nineteenth
century, and, before that girls were taught by governesses or
sent to boarding schools.’® These schools, most of which are
private institutions, receiving state aid and being supervised
by a central board, are in the nature of normal schools, and a
few of them prepare students for universities.®* An increase
in enrollment in secondary schools means a larger scope for
certain kinds of assimilative influences.

Other “post-elementary” schools are full-time higher ele-
mentary schools and “communal intermediate schools.” In-
struction is adapted to the environment and aims to stimulate
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Sweden’s international contacts have been factors in deter-
mining the general nature of Sweden and thus of the back-
ground of Swedish immigrants. Interest in other countries
and communication with them have widened the mental and
cultural horizon of a large part of the Swedish population and
have prevented stagnation, which otherwise might have re-
sulted from a certain degree of isolation due to geographical
location. Because of an intimate contact with other countries
new ideas and movements reach Sweden as quickly as any
other country,” the result being a certain degree of cosmo-
politanism that is assimilative in nature. It is significant that
Sweden has carried on a great deal of foreign trade with the
United States™ and that in the matter of ideas there has been
much exchange between these two countries.™

The position of women in Sweden largely determines the
extent of their opportunity to have a share in the common cul-
ture and activities of their country, and therefore suggests
some of the heritage of the women who have migrated to
America. With regard to efforts to improve the position of
women Sweden is one of the foremost nations of Europe,™
and consequently the status of the women of Sweden is on the
whole favorable.” Women’s political influence has grown.
Since 1862 women paying taxes to the community have voted
in local matters on the same conditions as men; before 1884
women attained majority at twenty-five, since 1884, at twenty-
one.”” A widowed or divorced woman is considered as having
attained her majority at any age.” Before 1909, when the
number of votes a person had depended upon the amount of
taxes that he or she paid, women were generally in the minor-
ity as voters and were, therefore, unable to exert much politi-
cal influence.” To an increasing extent women have enjoyed
the privileges guaranteed to men of the same ability, have
more and more participated in government, and have had an
enlarging sphere of work. Since 1889 women have been per-
mitted to serve as members of school boards and as “Poor-law
Guardians”; since 1845 they have had the same rights of in-
heritance as men, but married women are under the guardian-
ship of their husbands, and in most cases husbands administer
the property of their wives. However, through a pre-marriage
contract a woman can administer property inherited or ac-
quired independently of her husband.®* Since 1863 unmarried
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women have had legal status.®® From the middle of the nine-
teenth century a growing number of women have engaged in
occupations of different kinds outside the home.

In the case of women of the upper classes increasing oppor-
tunities for professional and commercial work necessitated
special training and gave impetus to higher education for
women, and now Sweden has many private colleges for
women.’? As pointed out in the discussion of educational
development in Sweden, the nineteenth century witnessed
marked extension of educational opportunities for women of
the various social classes.

Various organizations have been working to improve the
status of women. The chief organization of this kind, the Fred-
rika Bremer society, was named after the famous woman
novelist, who was the first one to carry on an agitation for
the fuller emancipation of women in Sweden. Founded in
1884, the organization aims to promote woman’s moral, intel-
lectual, social, and economic advancement. One of the activi-
ties of this society is the offering of scholarships to women
preparing for the learned professions or for different kinds of
trades. Another organization interested in woman’s advance-
ment is “The Society for Vindicating the Proprietary Rights
of Married Women,” which put forth especially strenuous
efforts between 1873 and 1896. Another important organiza-
tion active in women’s behalf is the “Swedish Women’s Na-
tional Council,” which was founded in 1896. Its purpose is to
further codperation among women’s societies, and it is the
Swedish section of the “International Council of Women” and
as such represents Sweden at the quinquennial congresses of
this international organization and is thereby a means of
widening the outlook of the women of Sweden.®®

Gradual and steady approach toward social equality among
the social classes in Sweden has enriched the cultural life and
the experiences of a growing number of inhabitants and has
enlarged their opportunity for participation in public affairs.
The increasing economic strength of peasant proprietors, their
expanding influence in politics, the absence of a hereditary
feudal system, and the easy and frequent rising in the social
scale, chiefly because of the general availability of educa-
tion,—all these changes have done much to level social dis-
tinctions. In public colleges from twenty to twenty-five per
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The degree of similarity and of dissimilarity in modes and
standards of living between Sweden and the United States
help to determine the rate and the extent of an immigrant’s
accommodation to American life, and hence his assimilation,
the next step in the process of adjustment. In general the
standard of life in Sweden has been raised, and national
peculiarities have disappeared as a result of greater inter-
course with other countries.”®* Dress is in accordance with
general European fashions, which are found even in the re-
motest districts; with the exception of one or two provinces
and of Lappland, the old national costumes have recently dis-
appeared.’”” In the matter of dress there is practically no
difference now between one class and another, this being
especially true of the younger generation.

In the case of food differences among social classes are
diminishing more and more,*® and one reason for this is greater
consumption of luxuries and necessities as a result of indus-
trial expansion, since the middle of the nineteenth century.®®
On the whole, differences in customs and standards are not
great enough to be serious obstacles to assimilation.

Necessarily limited space makes it impossible for this gen-
eral view of the historical and cultured background of Swed-
ish immigrants to be complete, but perhaps sufficient attention
has been given to its main features to indicate its bearing upon
assimilation into American life. The historical and cultural
developments and situations pointed out are potential sources
of influences affecting immigrants’ traditions, sentiments,
values, attitudes, and general outlook, all of which help to
determine the ease and the extent of assimilative contacts, and
the extent of a share in the common interests, activities, ana
general culture of America.
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SWEDISH-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS AND
THE REPUBLICAN PARTY, 1855-1875

By O. Fritior ANDER

When careful study is made of the causes for the political
unity of thought among the Swedish immigrants from 1855
almost to the present, many factors will have to be considered.
Probably no two students of this subject will fully agree in a
final estimate. Can Swedish-American political solidarity in
joining the newly-organized Republican party in the '50s be
solely explained on the basis of national heritage, love of liber-
ty? What part did the geographical location of the Swedish
settlements play in forming the political opinion of these im-
migrant groups? Was their faith in the Republican party due
to the fact that Swedish immigration did not begin until after
the Democratic party had more or less ceased to be regarded
as the friend of the immigrants? What possible effect could
the alliance of mid-century immigration of Catholics with the
Democratic party have upon the Swedish immigrant?

Whatever our answer to these questions may be, we must
admit that Swedish immigration to America began at a time
of intense political upheaval and unrest. The struggle of two
parties with no clear-cut programs had to come to an end.
Problems, intensified by years of postponement on the part of
cautious leaders, had to be solved. Political agitation, demands
for reform were clouding the sky. The perplexity of these
problems could not be fully understood by the immigrants,
who had little appreciation and understanding of American
political philosophy. To them the burning issue of slavery
overshadowed all others, and after 1854 the Swedish immi-
grants joined thousands of others in raising their voices against
the Kansas-Nebraska Act. The demands for reform created
a new political party, the Republican, and the time had be-
come ripe for a leader among the Swedish immigrants who
could voice their protest against the institution of slavery.

No newspaper up to this time had been printed in the Swed-
ish language, with the exception of Skandinaven, edited by
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G. Obom in New York City, which could have had a lasting
influence and create political dissension among the Swedes."
The mass of immigrants, sometimes living in almost isolated
settlements, were still speaking the Swedish language. They
had not taken a vital interest in American politics, but never-
theless it can be taken for granted that the cause of slavery
found little sympathy in these settlements.

The glow from the burning effigies of the author of the
Kansas-Nebraska Act had hardly died when news spread to
various settlements that a Swedish newspaper had been started
in Galesburg, Illinois. Though the editor of this paper, the
Rev. T. N. Hasselquist, did not have in mind with the issuing
of Hemlandet, Det Gamla och Det Nya the Kansas-Nebraska
Act, but rather the propagation of the gospel and Lutheranism
among his countrymen—the fact that Hemlandet appeared on
the scene in 1855, when opposition to this act was intense and
numerous important political developments were to follow,
was to be of tremendous importance. It made it possible for
this paper to voice the opposition of the Swedish immigrants
against slavery and to facilitate the task of forming their poli-
tical thought.

Hemlandet treated numerous topics of interest to the immi-
grants, but the political aspects of the paper became more and
more important. To a person of Hasselquist’s puritanical ideals
politics called for caution.? He had probably never been keen-
ly interested in American politics, and his first years in Ameri-
ca could not have offered him many hours in which to reflect
over the political issues of the period. He was therefore forced
to study very carefully the political situation. He read both
Democratic and Republican newspapers, but gradually he
became convinced that the Republican party advocated a basi-
cally-sound policy;® and he began to rely more upon the pro-
paganda of the Republican party. One of the chief reasons for
this was the fact that he had come under the influence of
Horace Greeley, the editor of the New York Tribune, whose
articles firmly convinced him that the Democratic party advo-
cated “expansion of slavery” and that the only solution of the
wrongs of the time was to be found in the gradual abolition
of slavery as advocated by the Republican party.* Instead of
being cautious, he was now forced by his convictions to de-
nounce with religious sincerity and severity the Democratic









68 AUGUSTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

the first number of November 7, 1857, the editor stated that
though times were hard such a large number of Swedes had
settled in Minnesota that a newspaper dealing with more local
politics, especially pertaining to Minnesota, was justified, and
that had not a Republican newspaper been begun in Min-
nesota plans would soon have been made by others to edit
a Democratic organ. The paper immediately declared its
political stand in the following statement: “Warande full-
komligt 6fwertygade om riktigheten af det republikanska
partiets nirwarande grundsatser, wilja wi framstilla och for-
swara desamma.?® The name of the new paper was Minnesota
Posten and throughout its short existence, for which it stub-
bornly fought,?* the paper remained faithful to the Republican
party. It tried to outdo the other Swedish papers in heaping
abuses upon the Democratic party, whose strength in Min-
nesota the paper laid to whiskey, “swek och rankor, logner
och smickrande loften.” Like Hemlandet, it associated Irish-
men and Catholics with the party,”® and it was clear that this
paper in its agitation against the Democratic party and slavery
also relied to a very large extent for its propaganda upon the
New York Tribune.?® The interest expressed by the paper
in the Lincoln-Douglas debates was early in evidence. The
state election in Illinois had become of national interest. Min-
nesota Posten wrote: “The ‘Little Giant’ is faring badly.”?
Lincoln’s speech at Chicago, July 10, 1858, was quoted at
length.?® The editor, having urged the organization of Swedish
Republican clubs, rejoiced when one of these condemned the
Dred Scott decision as being contrary to the Declaration of
Independence. The paper undoubtedly had some influence in
the formation of clubs and in the drawing up of club resolu-
tions.?®

Minnesota Posten had not caused the very best feelings
among the Lutherans, and Hasselquist had vigorously opposed
it and put forth every effort to merge this paper and Hem-
landet. The financial obstacles of the former paper were seem-
ingly insurmountable and provided the best argument for a
consolidation.?* Though offers of support to a Republican can-
didate in Minnesota in return for his financial aid probably
were made by the owners of the Minnesota Posten, the neces-
sary help must not have been forthcoming, and even after a
merger of the two papers had been decided upon Minnesota
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Posten issued a last, though futile, call for subscriptions to
enable it to continue.®® To appease Norelius, Hasselquist of-
fered the editorship of the new paper, an enlarged Hemlandet,
to Norelius. The new paper was published in Chicago and
throughout remained essentially the same as the old Hem-
landet. The editor clearly stated the policy which he hoped
to maintain—namely, “to speak boldly against American slav-
ery and every tyrannical oppression.”?? But whatever hopes
the former editor of Hemlandet might have held that this con-
solidation would give the paper a monopoly of the Swedish-
American press were shattered even before the first number
of the enlarged Hemlandet was issued.

On January 1, 1859, a rival paper was started in Gales-
burg, Illinois, called Frihetsvinnen. It declared itself to be
non-sectarian, though it proved to be controlled by the Bap-
tists. For several numbers a great deal of tact was displayed
toward Hemlandet,®® but gradually this disappeared and such
a naked term as “liar” was resorted to, recalling the bitter
rivalry of Hemlandet and Svenska Republikanen.®* The owners
of Frihetsvinnen had no special intention of making the
paper a party organ, but the political situation forced them
from the start to express themselves as enemies of slavery and
Catholicism.?®> This step called for further explanation, and
Frihetsvinnen became engaged in the dissemination of bitter
propaganda against the Democratic party, spiced with re-
ligious prejudice.?®. When therefore the election of 1860 ap-
proached, there were two Swedish political newspapers, both
supporting the Republican party.

This election promised to be more exciting than that of 1856,
when a Republican victory even to the party’s staunchest sup-
porters seemed impossible. A great amount of confidence ex-
isted among the ranks of the Republicans. The party was
older, the platform had been well defined, and it became evi-
dent already in 1857 that the Democratic party would split in
the election into a pro- and an anti-Douglas group.®” The Re-
publican party began to organize early in 1860 for the presi-
dential race. Numerous clubs were formed among the Swedes,
which move was stimulated by Frihetsvinnen.®® When a
Democratic Swedish-American club was organized in Wapello
County by a number of Swedes, Frihetsvinnen deplored the
fact that some Swedes were so ignorant of the principles of
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Sedan de dro besegrade — tink da pa matt och steg till slafwe-
riets lugna, praktiska, gradwisa, men totala afskaffande.”s8

Such a sentimental appeal naturally appealed to the Swed-
ish Lutherans and, due to the influence of Hemlandet, Swed-
ish Lutheran churches decorated their spires with American
and Swedish flags and invited the Swedes to organize in the
interests of the Republican party.*®

Thus Hemlandet had not changed a great deal since 1856.
It still depended to a great extent on the New York Tribune,
the past master in setting forth the political corruption of the
Democratic party and the impeding danger of another Demo-
cratic victory.®® However, at this time the influence of Carl
Schurz’s speech at St. Louis August 1, 1860, should be em-
phasized. He accomplished much in clarifying the political
issues of 1860, and Hemlandet exhorted every Swedish Re-
publican to obtain a copy of Schurz’s speech for circulation
among ‘“de troga och de f4 demokratiskt sinnade.”®? Every-
thing should be done to convince the Swedes that the voting
of a straight Republican ticket was necessary.® A song that
was to stir the hearts of the liberty-loving Swedes, recalling
heroic pages in Swedish history, was published in Hemlandet
October 31. It consisted of twelve stanzas. Three which
clearly illustrate the nature of the poem are as follows:

Ye noble sons of the North, “For freedom, right, and truth
To the campaign now we go. And Swedish yeoman faith”
The banner that we carry, Did our brave Gustaf Adolph
Its legend reads thus: Risk his life and blood.

“For freedom, right, and truth” We who are his sons

We will raise our voice. Will go the way he trod,

Though it should be our fate
To receive the same sad end.

And now that at our head
Lincoln leads the advance,
Should we then stand back?
Of course 'twould be a shame.
Nay, forward in closed ranks,
And let us vote as one man
For noble Abram Lincoln

To be our president.*

After the election Hemlandet continued to instill distrust
of the party defeated but yet in power, although Hemlandet

* This piece of patriotic doggerel has been translated by Dr. E. W. Olson at the
request of the writer of the article.
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was not certain of an open rebellion among the southern states
until December.®* The propaganda in the northern newspa-
pers, strongly Republican like Hemlandet, as one of the causes
of the Civil War has been almost entirely ignored. It stirred
the heart of the North into bitter enmity and prepared the
people for a long war to crush existing and often exag-
gerated cruelties. In January, 1861, the North was ready for
war. Hemlandet, now coming under the influence of the Chi-
cago Tribune, looked with skepticism upon any attempt to
reach a compromise in order to avert Civil War. War was
thought better than compromise. Slavery must be abolished
now and at any cost. The approval of certain Republicans of
the modified Crittendon Amendment was considered treason
to the cause of the party. Some day probably the impossibili-
ty of reaching a compromise must be laid to a large extent at
the feet of a number of influential newspapers of an uncom-
promising spirit.** When Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers,
Hemlandet, once more the only Swedish-American newspa-
per, regretted that such action had not been taken sooner and
saw in the approaching war “God’s plan to blot out slavery.”¢®
A crisis in American history had been reached, and in a true
patriotic spirit Hemlandet urged the Swedes to volunteer for
the eause of union and liberty. L. P. Esbjorn’s sermon on
“Liberty, Justice, and Truth” was published, while Hassel-
quist urged prayer for the cause of the Union.*” Swedish vol-
unteers, inspired by emotions of patriotism, changed their
Swedish names to McCase, Peters, Hawkins, and the like.®®

During the Civil War Hemlandet abounded in war news,
printed letters from Swedish soldiers, and at all times lauded
Abraham Lincoln and the rest of the Republican administra-
tion.*®* When the campaign of 1864 took place, the reelection
of Abraham Lincoln was advocated.” The attempt of another
Swedish paper, Skandinavisk Post, begun in 1863 by G. Obom
in New York, to discredit Lincoln was treated with contempt,
and the influence of this paper as far as the Swedes were con-
cerned was scorned. Hemlandet associated ‘“loyalism,” “pa-
triotism” with Republicanism, and accused all Democrats of
being Copperheads and traitors who should be driven out of
the country.” Lincoln’s death shortly after the election in-
tensified the paper’s hostility to the Democratic party. In the
struggle which followed President Johnson was not spared in
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pass through the struggle without any change of name or poli-
cy. The editor of the Illinois Swede was Capt. Erik Johnson
of Galva, a person who had political dreams and who at first
as vehemently supported the Republican party as did his
rivals. But Captain Johnson gradually was won over by the
reform movement, or perhaps the explanation of his becom-
ing a Liberal Republican is that he was disappointed in his
own political prospects in the regular Republican party. His
paper went through a transformation and changed its name
to Nye Virlden.®* Shortly before the election Hemlandet had
also grown more liberal and had advocated certain necessary
reforms, though with no intention of joining hands with Nya
Virlden in supporting Greeley and Brown of the Liberal Re-
publican party.’? When, therefore, the Democratic party also
accepted these two reformers as their candidates, whatever
sympathy Hemlandet might have had for them was lost. The
fact that both Greeley and Schurz had wielded some influence
upon the policy of Hemlandet in earlier elections was now of
no consequence. This paper, together with Svenska Ameri-
kanaren, preferred the “principles” of the Grand Old Party;
they were still able to remember the platforms of 1856 and
1860, the war record of the party, and they believed that this
party was the only one which could solve the various prob-
lems created by the Civil War. This more than balanced the
scale and outweighed the scandals associated with the party.**
These two old rival papers therefore delighted in ridiculing
the change of heart of Nya Virlden. Svenska Amerikanaren
thought that the change of policy by Nya Virlden was due to
its belief that the reform movement had gained strength
among the Swedes, but assured the readers that this time “Nya
Virlden hade hoppat i fel tunna,”’®* and it satirized the im-
portance of Nya Virlden’s support of the Liberal Republican
party, calling it “Herr Erik contra det republikanska partiet”s?
and “Herr Sundell contra U. S. Grant.”®® Nya Virlden un-
doubtedly felt immediately that its policy, as well as a change
of editors, had injured its influence among the Swedes, be-
cause the returns of the election had hardly been heard be-
fore the paper guaranteed its readers that no further change
in policy would take place.®” Nya Virlden had found its ad-
venture costly and returned to the Republican party, hoping
that its readers were willing to accept its apologies. The pa-
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per which undoubtedly had gained ground in that election
was Hemlandet; once more it had shown its true Republican
colors, while Svenska Amerikanaren, though faithful to the
same party, had laid itself open to vicious attacks by Hemlan-
det, which paper accused Svenska Amerikanaren of aiding the
immigrant runners.

But births and revivals of papers are frequent in the his-
tory of the Swedish-American press, and, though the sun of
popularity was smiling on Hemlandet, clouds were looming on
the horizon. New papers were started, and the most mighty
of them appeared just before the election of 1872—namely,
Nordstjernan.®® It supported Grant in 1872,%° but after a reor-
ganization in 1874 it began to criticize him severely.” Re-
form was the crying need of the times, and perhaps even
Enander, editor of Hemlandet, might not have been quite so
conservative had he not been strongly influenced by Hassel-
quist.®* But would Nordstjernan profit by the experience
of Nya Virlden? The reorganized paper tried to follow a
policy of not committing itself to any single party. But hav-
ing once given place to editorials for reform and to political
scandals of the Republican party, it became more and more
a reform paper.®? It did not dare, however, to lean definite-
ly toward the Democratic party. Its program of reform and
its halting political stand was not profitable and, though it had
prophesied (March 10, 1876) the ruin of the Republican par-
ty, it saw the possibilities of new life and vigor in the party
through the nomination of Hayes, only a few months later.
Nordstjernan had become a Republican party organ; Hayes
and his program of peace appealed to it.??

After two decades of history had passed, the Swedish-
American press in the election of 1876 presented a unified
front. An era of acute economic needs and reforms had tested
the strength of the Republican party among the Swedes, and
had not found it wanting. From 1855 to 1878 only four attempts
were made to start Democratic newspapers, only one of them
proving successful and that one, the Skandinavisk Post, be-
ing maintained only through the support of a German Demo-
cratic newspaper corporation in New York from 1863 to 1875.
Of the three short-lived Swedish-language Democratic papers,
one was edited by Obom in 1876 after he had severed his con-
nections with the Post and after a (forced) vacation in jail.



AUGUSTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 77

Two—Viktaren (1868) and Scandias Stjerna (1869) were be-
gun by A. M. Johnson of Omaha, Nebraska.

The newspapers differed in many respects; some were edit-
ed by ministers who have gone down in history as pioneers
in the field of religion and education among the immigrants.
Other organs were in the hands of men who had very little,
if any, sympathy with religion; some were edited by ‘“drunks”
and other “lost sons.” Although one denomination fought an-
other for converts, all agreed upon the merits of the Repub-
lican party. It was this staunch adherence to the tenets of the
Republican party by the Swedish-American press from 1855
to 1876 which is largely accountable for the faithfulness of the
Swedes to the Republican party both during and following
that period.

1 Although Obom was a Democrat, his paper probably had practically no
bearing upon Swedish political thought, and the paper was soon discon-
tinued. Some Swedish immigrants had also voted the Democratic tickets,
believing that this party was the friend of immigrants.—C. F. PETERSON,
Sverige i Amerika, Chicago, Ill., 1898.
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reformers caused the growth of other groups, which were not
in sympathy with the ritualism or the doctrines of the Church.
The soil was indeed fertile for strife and divisions. It was in
the midst of this crisis faced by the State Church that immi-
gration to America took place, and the struggle in Sweden be-
tween various sects was transplanted to America, where it
became even more intense and bitter. The author has effec-
tively pictured this struggle in Sweden, its possible effect as a
cause for emigration, and the success of the combatants in
America. Here Professor Stephenson shows a wide grasp of
actualities and presents an interpretation that is striking and
bold. The faults of the pioneers as well as their good qualities
are presented in a spirit of fairness.

The same evidence of impartiality has been maintained in
the later chapters dealing with a period fresh in the memory
of many, and a period which is more difficult to treat because
recent developments are always hard to judge. Many of the
events have taken place during the lifetime of the author,
who has not taken a passive interest in the developments. Yet,
he has not depended upon hearsay, his story being well docu-
mented at all times, but, in spite of his serious attempt to be
fair, he has not entirely succeeded in freeing himself from his
own interest in recent events, which may have somewhat col-
ored his interpretation. However, to challenge any of his
statements would indeed be difficult, and the second half of
the book will be as valuable as the first; a foundation has been
carefully laid for the study of Swedish Immigration.

Outside of the great value of combining data, interpreting
and fashioning them into a history, which will be more and
more appreciated as our prejudices die, Professor Stephen-
son has provided in this work the most valuable guide to the
history of Swedish immigration in general. His bibliography
alone is the greatest contribution to the study of Swedish im-
migration ever made, and his interpretation of the motives of
the immigrants in leaving Sweden might have a lasting influ-
ence in a new interpretation of immigration, especially from
countries where conditions were similar to those in Sweden.

O. FriTioF ANDER.
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TueE OricIN AND HisTory oF SwepisH REeLIGIoUs ORGANIZA-
TIONS IN MINNESOTA, 1853-1885.

By John Olson Anders, Professor of History, Bethany Col-
lege. (Rock Island, Illinois, Augustana Book Concern,
1932. 102 pages.)

This volume is an addition to the rapidly accumulating evi-
dence that historical writing in the field of immigration has
entered a new phase, quite different from the older one which
was characterized by volumes masquerading under the title
of histories but in reality not much more than eulogies of in-
dividuals, ecclesiastical organizations, and immigrant stocks.
Mr. Anders’ boé{is a digest of his doctoral dissertation pre-
sented at the University of Minnesota, which the reviewer has
had the pleasure of reading. The ability to make a satisfac-
tory digest is rare, but Mr. Anders has achieved success. There
is no classified bibliography, but the text is amply supported
by footnotes.

Unlike the earlier efforts to write the history of synods and
conferences, Mr. Anders has not conceived it to be his duty to
present a history of each congregation, meticulously listing
every pastor, organist, sexton, deacon, and trustee who served
it. He has sought to correlate significant events within and
without the various denominations that planted themselves
on Swedish-American soil within the boundaries of Minne-
sota. His study is even broader in scope, however; in order
to explain what happened in the North Star State, he has
taken into account and explained what happened among the
brethren in other states. He has also paused at convenient
stations to take inventory, as it were. There is no other syn-
thesis of the “leading facts” of the period within such a brief
compass. He skilfully weaves his way through a maze of per-
sonalities and events. He has lived into the sources and really
learned to know the men who appeared on the stage. His ap-
praisal of their ability and character is courageous and usual-
ly just. There is a great deal of dynamite in Swedish-Ameri-
can history; but Mr. Ander handles it without disaster to him-
self, though with some damage to certain reputations—which
is to say that the author sought to find out what really hap-
pened. GEORGE STEPHENSON.
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the Nebraska Conference. From page 359 to the close of the
book are found eight sketches dealing with the educational
work, missionary activity, and the various charitable institu-
tions of the Conference. Scattered throughout the book are
a total of 200 pictures of pastors, prominent laymen, mission-
aries, church buildings, etc.

A volume of this type is hard to classify. It is not a history
in the usual sense of that term. A history of the Nebraska
Conference of the more objective type has apparently yet to
be written. On the other hand, the historian who may some
time in the future attempt that task will find his labors light-
ened because of the service performed by Dr. Sandahl in giv-
ing us this present volume. The real value of Dr. Sandahl’s
contribution lies in the fact that he has written from first-
hand knowledge. The fact that Dr. Sandahl is himself one of
the pastors who lived through the formative period of the
Nebraska Conference gives to his book a value that perhaps
would not attach to a history written by one of the younger
generation. The one who in the future may attempt to write
a history of the Nebraska Conference will find Dr. Sandahl’s
book of great value. Henry F. Staack.

EMIGRANTERNA ocH KYRKRAN. Brev fran och till svenskar i
Amerika 1849-1892. Utgivna av Gunnar Westin, (Stock-
holm: Svenska Kyrkans Diakonistyrelses Bokforlag, 1932.
612 pages.)

In this volume we are given access to an extensive collection
of letters relating to the early history of the Augustana Syn-
od and other church groups of Swedish immigrants. Of the
288 letters here published, more than half were either written
by or addressed to the great patriarch, T. N. Hasselquist.
Nearly all of them are on file in the archives of Augustana
College and Theological Seminary.

This correspondence was carried on almost exclusively with
men actively identified with the religious awakening then go-
ing on in Sweden. It indicates that while the founders of the
synod received but scant encouragement from the authorities
of the Church of Sweden (cf. e. g., Archbishop Wingard’s
harsh letters to L. P. Esbjorn), they did enjoy the good will
and codperation of such men as P. Wieselgren, P. A. Ahlberg,
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P. Fjellstedt and S. L. Bring. In a footnote Dr. Westin refers
to the friends of the young church body in America as being
comprised of three groups: “Fosterlands-Stiftelsens mén, de
sydsvenska lagkyrkominnen och den halvt pietistiska teolo-
giska fakulteten i Upsala.”

Touching much of the early history of the Augustana Syn-
od, these letters provide interesting reading and afford an in-
sight not likely to be secured in any other way. As source ma-
terial for further studies on both sides of the Atlantic the col-
lection will doubtless prove most useful.

A brief but interesting and informative introductory chap-
ter by the editor adds much to the value of the book.

J. ViNcENT NORDGREN.









88 AUGUSTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Reports of Committees
Repor’t of the Membership Committee

Among the several functions of the Augustana Historical
Association enumerated in the constitution is one to the effect
that it collects material which has historical value. This may
include letters, books, documents, and utensils used by those
who come within the scope of the researches made by the so-
ciety. While we realize that we are a little late in starting to
collect material of this sort, we also know that there is an
abundance left but badly scattered. It is to be had, however.
The society, through the scouting efforts of a few of its active
members in Rock Island, has already succeeded in picking up
some very valuable material and has housed it in the Denk-
mann Memorial library and museum.

Among the late additions of this kind is a carefully selected
lot of utensils used by the early settlers of the Bishop Hill
Colony. Almost every piece is hand-made, whether of cop-
per, iron, wood, or cloth. A story could be woven around each
piece. There is more of this to be had, but our funds are
limited at the present. We hope to get a considerable amount
of this kind of material through gifts, but those who have it
want to be assured that it will be properly cared for. We can
assure all who will entrust us with their articles that such will
be the case.

The executive committee is very eager to procure a log
cabin, an original one, for the purpose of establishing a log
cabin museum. This would be the center of our out-door mu-
seum. Augustana is a most logical place for such a display.
We know very well that this program calls for some money
and some time, but from a historical point of view it is a most
worthy activity. We urge all who read this to help us collect
anything which might have a bearing on our efforts. If you
have anything, send it to us. If you know of the whereabouts
of anything, let us know. It should not take a discouraging
amount of time before we could have a display of great value
and one of which to be proud.
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