
Score Key; Q1: a=3, b=2, c=1; Q2: a=2, b=1, c=3; Q3: a=1, b=3, c=2; Q4: a=1,

b=2, c=3; Q5: a=2, b=3, c=1; Q6: a=2, b=3, c=1

Scores 17-21

CONGRATULATIONS! You are basically the ~perfect~ womanist. You are proud

of this theology and aren’t afraid to show it. You hold womanist values,

virtues, and practices close to your heart. Alice Walker is probably your idol.

Keep up the good work! You’re doing great, sweetie!

RESULTS:

Scores 12-16

You’re just starting out of a womanist. You know and value many of the basic

elements and principles of womanism, but you still have a lot to learn. Keep

learning, reading, and putting yourself out there in the womanist community

and soon you’ll be a great womanist, too!

Scores 7-11

Unfortunately, you aren’t really a womanist. You do not place importance on

the values that make up the womanist theology. No need to worry, there is

no time like the present to start to learn. So, crack open a book, study those

virtues and values, and eventually, you will be an empowered womanist!



1. The Color Purple- Alice Walker

This classic novel by Alice Walker tells the story of a young black girl, Celie,

living in the South in the early 1900s. She is faced with segregation and

oppression and experiences physical, mental, and emotional abuse. Celie

eventually learns the power of her own spirit and finds joy within herself.

This book uses many womanist themes, values, strategies. It is known as on

of the greats.

2. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings- Maya Angelou

In her autobiography, Maya Angelou tells the story of her childhood, the

oppression, prejudice, and abuse she endured. Maya finds her own inner

strength and happiness through self love, good community, and literature.

This novel is raw, emotional, and empowering.

3. Maud Martha- Gwendolyn Brooks

Another novel that stresses the importance of self love and inner strength,

Brooks’s novel explores what black lives are like in a racist and

discriminatory society. The book is based in Chicago and follows a young

girl, Maud Martha, as she grows and comes into womanhood.

4. The Women of Brewster Place- Gloria Naylor

Following the stories of seven women living together in a city sanctuary,

Gloria Naylor depicts a painful, yet loving tale of African women in America.

This novel will have you feeling some MAJOR girl power.

5. Zami: A New Spelling of My Name- Audre Lorde

Lorde’s biomythography is powerful and moving. In Zami, Lorde shares the

stories of how women have empowered her, as well as, her own stories to

empower others. Zami is a true story of finding one’s identity.

Here’s the list of our favorite books that highlight and

utilize Radical Subjectivity and Biomythography. The

authors tell these stories using womanist methods and

tactics to depict an accurate image of what life was like

then, and is still like for women of color. These books will

leave you feeling strong, confident, and powerful!



What virtues do I need to focus on to be a womanist?

Womanism is a movement that emphasizes the inclusion and well-being of all

living beings, focusing on the experiences and contributions of black women

within society that have often been ignored. If you want to exemplify this

movement, focus on being aware of your thoughts and actions. Virtues, such as

good community, accountability, generosity, and graciousness, are important

aspects of your life. Make sure you are exemplifying them to the best of your

abilities.

Why are the voices of women of color often unheard?

How can I make my voice be heard?

Black women deal with a tripartite oppression of racism, sexism, and classism,

putting them in a position where their stories and experiences are often muted

and unacknowledged. Historically, they have been seen and treated as inferior

beings, and womanism is working to change this. Remember, when it comes to

letting your voice be heard, do not back down. Use social media and other

public platforms to help show people the value of womanism.

What is the benefit of womanism focusing so heavily on

literature?

Literature allows for the stories and experiences of oppression and hardships

faced by black women to be heard and acknowledged by many. These women

have an outlet to express themselves and have their stories and experiences

validated. You should do the same!

Why should I be a womanist instead of a feminist?

Womanism focuses on the stories and experiences of black women that are

often forgotten or unheard and aims for inclusivity of all, including men who

are sometimes seen as enemies in the feminist movement, the LGBTQ+

community, animals, and the Earth. Feminism is traditionally middle-class female

dominated.
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