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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT STEVEN C. BAHLS

The ‘secret sauce’ that keeps
Augustana strong
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“The No. 1 reason
they [students] are
likely to recommend
Augustana is ‘helpful
faculty/invested in
student success.’”
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When the Augustana College Board of Trustees meets in January, they are joined by an
equal number of Augustana faculty, staff and administrators. I am always heartened by
the tenor of the conversations that take place at this winter retreat. Our trustees and
our faculty and staff are impressive people who care deeply about the college, and when
they meet each new year to review progress and discuss the future, I am reminded that
Augustana is on solid ground.
Another, deeper Augustana tradition drew attention at this year’s board retreat, and
that is our faculty’s significant presence in the daily learning experience of our students.
No college or university could do its job without professors, and yet Augustana’s faculty
seems particularly focused on teaching to meet the needs of each student. In the words
of one board member, faculty are the “secret sauce” that keeps this college strong.
At the retreat, Keri Rursch, assistant vice president of communication and marketing,
presented the results of recent research conducted with MindFire Communications
on Augustana’s “brand personality.” We saw how student focus groups and electronic
surveys reinforced what we generally suspect: they are drawn to Augustana for its
academic reputation, and the beauty of campus plays a part. They also are attracted by
our 12-to-1 student-faculty ratio.
Augustana’s student-faculty ratio comes to life through teaching described as
“personalized and caring.” One student said the “faculty cares so much, and it’s easy
to get in contact with professors.” Another spoke of friends at other schools being just
a number. “They just check in. They don’t have that same experience of talking to a
professor—[here] they actually call my name. I am an actual student of theirs.”
The research also shows that 92 percent of our students are likely to recommend
Augustana. The No. 1 reason they are likely to recommend Augustana is “helpful
faculty/invested in student success.”
Because of Augustana professors, our students are actual students, and not just
numbers checking in. I know this is a deep Augustana tradition. Alumni will recognize
this attention as characteristic of their time on campus, as names such as Dick Anderson,
Don Morrison, Dorothy Parkander and Ralph Troll return often to their minds. I am
grateful to be reminded of it, and especially grateful to our current faculty for continuing
this exceptional focus on the education and success of the people they teach.
As we continue into 2018, I look forward to witnessing how the faculty continues
to re-envision and align curricula for the new semester calendar, to begin fall of 2019.

Steven C. Bahls
President

Faith and tradition are a Good Fit

To “carry on the family tradition,” Faith Danielson ’22 selected
Augustana as her home for the next four years and entered the
Good Fit T-shirt Contest for a chance to win a $1,000 scholarship.
With this photo, Danielson took first place in the With an Alum
category of the popular contest for incoming students. She is
being carried by her cousins Allyson Abbinanti ’20 and Alexis
Abbinanti ’20 and her aunt, Jill Nicolay ’86 Abbinanti. Visit
www.augustana.edu/goodfit to see all the winning entries!

Advising meetings
begin for semester
transition
Augustana continues its transition to a semester
calendar that will begin in the 2019-2020 academic
year. To keep current students on track toward earning
a degree in four years, the college offers a Transition
Guarantee: All students who start between the fall
of 2016 and spring of 2019 will be able to complete an
Augustana degree within four years.
Beginning this spring, students and advisors will
meet each term for mandatory meetings to design
and evaluate academic plans to ensure students can
complete their degree in four years. All trimester
coursework will transition to the semester calendar.
No credits or coursework will be lost.
For the Transition Guarantee to apply, students must
make satisfactory progress toward their degrees before
and after the change to the new calendar and follow the
plan they create with their advisors, said Dr. Kristin
Douglas, associate dean.
Members of the Class of 2020 will see the calendar
change during their senior year, members of the Class
of 2021 in their junior year, and members of the Class of
2022 in their sophomore year.
Questions? Send an email to
semestertransitioncoordinator@augustana.edu.

Dr. Monica Smith joins
Augustana as the college’s
first vice president of
diversity, equity and
inclusion after serving as
the chief diversity officer
at Elizabethtown College in
Elizabethtown, Pa.
“The college has already
laid important groundwork
to foster a fertile environment
for inclusion and diversity,”
said Dr. Smith. “My goal is
to build on that foundation
Dr. Monica Smith
to move us toward a more
inclusive Augustana, one
that continues to honor the Five Faith Commitments,
particularly the social justice tradition.”
During the past 10 years, the number of students of
color at Augustana has increased from roughly 200
to nearly 600. Last year, the number of international
students grew to 195. After developing many campus
initiatives to support diversity, the hire of Dr. Smith
reinforces Augustana’s commitment to creating an
inclusive environment for all students.
Dr. Smith has a doctorate and master’s in social work
from the University of Pennsylvania and has worked in
higher education for nearly 20 years. Her most recent
accomplishments including establishing employee
and student diversity advisory councils, working with
enrollment management to increase scholarships to
eligible students, and delivering diversity awareness
training and educational programs. She also has taught
at both the undergraduate and graduate level.
“We were excited by Dr. Smith’s extensive experience,
and it became abundantly clear during her time on
campus that Augustana would be fortunate to have her
in the position of vice president of diversity, equity and
inclusion,” said Steve Bahls, president of the college.
According to President Bahls, student surveys and
feedback have shown that more resources are needed
to address equity and diversity on campus. As a result
of the disparity in the experiences of U.S.-born white
students and U.S.-born students of color on campus,
discussions on creating the new position began with the
Board of Trustees in 2016.

CAMPUS NEWS
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First VP of diversity
looks to ‘a more
inclusive Augustana’
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‘Tree cozy’ dresses
up 7th Avenue
Across 7th Avenue from Denkmann Memorial Building
stands a tree wrapped in crocheted circles, described
by some as a “tree cozy.”
After months of planning, crocheting and
assembling, Augustana unveiled its public art project,
known as #YarnbombQC, last fall. Sculptor Carol
Hummel came to the Quad Cities to create sitespecific, community-based public art on trees in
three locations: Augustana, the Figge Art Museum
and Longfellow Liberal Arts School.
More than 100 community members, including
Augustana students and staff, participated by creating
crocheted circles, which Hummel and her assistants
stitched together and installed on the trees.
Augustana’s “yarn-bombed” tree survived winter’s
wrath and is expected to brighten 7th Avenue for at
least a year.
“This project, like much of the art by Carol
Hummel, drew diverse sectors of communities
together in a positive, celebratory way to help create
major pieces of art for the people, by the people,”
said Dr. Claire Kovacs, director of the Augustana
Teaching Museum of Art.
#YarnbombQC was organized by the Augustana
Teaching Museum of Art and supported in part by
an ArtWorks grant from the National Endowment
for the Arts. Visit www.augustana.edu/yarnbombqc
to learn more.
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PBS enlists Swenson Swedish Center’s help
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A producer of the PBS show “Finding Your Roots with
Henry Louis Gates Jr.” needed help researching a
celebrity with Swedish ancestry. Augustana’s Swenson
Swedish Immigration Research Center got the call.
“I was contacted to translate some documents
pertaining to a then-anonymous celebrity,” said Jill
Seaholm, head of genealogical services. “That led to a
bit of research back a generation or two, and then I let
a genealogist friend and colleague in Sweden, Elisabeth
Thorsell, take it further. We signed non-disclosure
agreements and weren’t allowed to say that we were
even doing the research—despite not knowing whose
ancestry it was.” Thorsell is the editor of the Swenson
Center’s quarterly journal, Swedish American Genealogist.
The episode finally aired, and the celebrity was
Scarlett Johansson. The actress/singer is Danish and
Swedish on her father’s side.

And there, at the end of Johansson’s episode, was
Jill Seaholm’s name in the list of credits for additional
research.
Now that PBS has her number, this could be the start
of something even bigger for Seaholm and the Swenson
Center. And why not? The center is recognized as one of
the top library, archives and research institutes providing
resources for the study of Swedish immigration to North
America, the communities established by the immigrants
and their impact on American life.
Another major role for the center is to assist people
(celebrities and non-celebrities alike) in researching
their Swedish-American genealogy.
Visit www.augustana.edu/swenson to learn more.

From left, seniors Sara Hovren, Eileen Ruppel, Riley Ferguson,
Ethan Doan and Hannah Griggs. Not pictured: Holly Grim, Daniel Skelton.

Pre-seminary
students take
different paths
In this 500th anniversary year of the Reformation,
seven Augustana pre-seminary students are
graduating, one of the largest groups in recent
years. Whereas seminary might be the next step for
some, not all seminarians become church pastors.
And, according to Pastor Kristen Glass Perez, it’s
actually common for pre-seminary graduates to
take some time to discern what they want to do.
Among this group, Riley Ferguson will attend Luther
Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., for his Master of Divinity,
while Hannah Griggs is headed to Union Theological
Seminary. Sara Hovren, on the other hand, wants
to work first and then possibly earn a master’s in
public health as well as obtain theological
training at a seminary.
Photo by Marlisa Barrett ’19/Photo Bureau

Celebrating MLK’s
legacy with music
and words
Members of the Augustana community and the
Quad-Cities community hosted the “Celebration
and Musical Tribute to Honor Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.” in Centennial Hall on January 13.
Pictured here, the Community Choir featured the
talents of Michael Rogers ’12, interim director of
multicultural student life; Ashley Allen, admissions
counselor; Ebony Rivers; and Bobbie Lastrapes.
Keynote speaker was Dr. Chandra Gill, CEO and
founder of Blackademically Speaking.

AUGUSTANA MAGAZINE | SPRING 2018

Once again, the college celebrated A Day of Giving,
a campaign to benefit the Augustana Fund, and
raised $430,000 from alumni, faculty, staff, parents,
students and friends of the college!
Ambitious? Yes. Important? Very.
Money raised for the Augustana Fund on A Day
of Giving bolsters the college’s strategic initiatives,
strengthens programs and promotes the success of
all of our 2,600 students. Here’s how:
• The Augustana Fund is a key source of scholarships
that help students and families afford an Augustana
education. More than 97 percent of students receive
financial aid. Gifts of many sizes are combined to
provide hundreds of scholarships that can bring an
Augustana education within reach for all students.
• A healthy Augustana Fund helps the college add
an academic major or new sport, and helps keep
students enrolled when their promised state funding
doesn’t materialize.
• The Augustana Fund helps all students find
community at Augustana and participate in what
makes college life exciting. Internships, choir and
band, sports, research, study abroad, volunteer
projects and student clubs are supported by the
Augustana Fund.
• Many rankings, including those from U.S.
News and World Report, and scores granted
to institutions of higher education take into
account the percentage of alumni who give back.
When more alumni give to the Augustana Fund, the
college receives a higher score.

CAMPUS NEWS

A Day of Giving for
everything Augie

5

CAMPUS NEWS
AUGUSTANA MAGAZINE | SPRING 2018
6

Odenkirk ’18 earns
scholarships at
theatre festival
Keenan Odenkirk ’18 and Emily
(MJ) Mason ’19 were selected to
participate in this year’s Kennedy
Center/American College Theatre
Festival (KC/ACTF) Region III.
An adjudicator from the KC/ACTF
chose Odenkirk and Mason after
seeing them perform in Augustana’s
fall production, “The Madwoman
of Chaillot.”
Odenkirk partnered with his
brother, Tristan Odenkirk ’20, for
the regional competition (two
scenes and one monologue), and
Keenan Odenkirk ’18
Mason selected James Wheeler ’21
as her partner. Theatre arts chair
Jeff Coussens ’80 accompanied
the four students to the Region
III Festival at the University of
Indianapolis. Colleges and universities in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan
and Wisconsin compete in the
Region III Festival.
The first round included 225
performers and their partners.
The field was narrowed to 47 pairs,
including both Augustana pairs.
The Odenkirks advanced to the next
round, which narrowed the field
Emily Mason ’19
to 16 pairs. Keenan and Tristan’s
scenes were from “Orphans” by
Lyle Kessler and “Beginner’s Luck” by P.J. Lasker; Keenan’s
monologue was as the character Benedick in Shakespeare’s
“Much Ado About Nothing.”
In the especially competitive final round, Keenan was named
Region III’s alternate for the Irene Ryan National Competition,
winning a $500 scholarship. In addition, Keenan won the
National Partners American Theatre Classical Acting Award,
a $250 scholarship. He was the only actor to bring home two
acting awards.
“I was absolutely elated to be named the alternate,” said
Keenan, a theatre arts and mathematics major. “It was a
scholarship acting competition, and I walked away with two
scholarships. So, primary or alternate, we came out victorious.”
If called upon as the alternate, Keenan would travel to
Washington, D.C., this spring to perform his monologue and
the two scenes with Tristan in the national KC/ACTF competition
at the Kennedy Center.
This is not the first time Keenan has caught the attention
of KC/ACTF judges. In 2015, he won the Distinguished
Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role award for his
performance in Augustana’s production of “A Green River,”
directed by Philip Wm. McKinley ’73.

On the
construction front

ACADEMICS
Hanson Hall of Science — Four-story
addition on north end of the building; construction
to begin this summer, one year to complete.

Betsey Brodahl Building — Expansion
of current building and an addition to accommodate
new master’s program in speech-language
pathology; construction to begin spring/summer
2019, must be ready by June 2020.

Bergendoff Hall of Fine Arts —
Renovation of 1955 building; no start date set,
most likely late 2020.

ATHLETICS
Carver Strength Center — Renovation
of weight training area used by all varsity athletes
and open to all students and staff; start date depends
on fund raising.

Paul V. Olsen Track — Resurfacing
project to be completed this summer.

Carver gym floor — Project to replace

flooring damaged by water when city-owned pipe
under the Slough broke, and water flooded Carver
Center area; covered by insurance and scheduled
to be completed in May.

CAMPUS

Slough — Removing silt, planting vegetation,

laying down asphalt on the Swanie Slough Path,
installing new lighting along the path. To be completed
this spring.

A campaign for the Symphonic Band was launched in
late January to raise $3,000 to pay for hotel rooms for
two nights during its spring break tour in southern
California. That goal was met before the band left
campus!
As gifts to the band continued to roll in, a new mark
of $4,000 was set to defray the cost of housing and
meals for students on tour. Loyal fans of the band,
perhaps many who remember their own days on tour,
met the new goal and surpassed it.
Band members played six concerts in auditoriums
and churches (standing room only), performed with
high school band students after leading workshops in
their given instrument, and provided liturgical music
for ELCA services.
“Not just the band, but many others benefited from
this generosity,” said Dr. James Lambrecht, Symphonic
Band director.

CAMPUS NEWS

Symphonic Band
says THANKS!

B-I-N-G-O

The venue has changed from the College Center to The Gerber
Center, but Bingo remains one of the most popular events
hosted by the Office of Student Life and Leadership. Did Mason
Sargent ’19 and Jaidyn Harris ’21 both win the grand prize?

Augustana ‘leans’ into efficiency
Once a process on campus is chosen for review,
Roman leads a team of faculty, staff and students in
gathering information and setting goals for how to
increase efficiencies.
One team recently completed examining the process
of applying for an internship through CORE (Careers,
Opportunities, Research and Exploration). The improvement goals included more students registering for
internships, connecting students and career coaches
more quickly, and increasing student satisfaction for
the overall process.

U.S. News and World Report ranks
Augustana No. 3 on its list of most efficient
colleges and universities for the second year.
In addition to student internships, campus mail
delivery and paper waste, Lean has been used to evaluate
and improve other processes, including campus-wide
scheduling, gift processing, prospective student applications, performance appraisals, payroll, and student
move-in and move-out.
To date, 152 Augustana faculty, staff and students
have participated in a Lean event, and more than 50
have been involved in two or more.
“Giving the people who do the work the ability and
permission to make changes is very empowering,”
Roman said.
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Augustana has been examining
itself through the lens of efficiency.
This up-close look has helped
increase student internship
opportunities, improve campus mail
delivery and reduce paper waste.
“We are examining internally
on how we can improve our
processes,” said Carla Roman,
Augustana’s director of process
improvement. “If you continue to
do things the same way, you aren’t
getting any better.”
Roman, who is trained in a
Carla Roman
methodology called Lean, was hired
by the college in 2014 to train others
on the method and improve processes on campus. Lean
started in the manufacturing industry but has gained
traction in other businesses because it encourages the
people who do the work to continuously make it better.
“Lean is especially well-suited to higher education
institutions like Augustana,” President of the College
Steve Bahls said. “That’s because we have a mission
that impels our work, along with a mandate that we be
extremely careful stewards of the financial resources
entrusted to us by students and their families.
“With Carla’s leadership in implementing Lean
processes, we are continuing to find more efficient ways
of working together, and that in turn makes us more
effective in delivering on our mission.”
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SPORTS NEWS

Johnson ’15 up for playing Down Under

Brett Johnson ’15 (left) in pre-season
action in Australia.

Brett Johnson ’15, the Vikings’ career record holder for goals-againstaverage, signed a one-year contract to continue his professional soccer
career with Olympia FC of Hobart, Tasmania. Olympia is a member of
the National Premier League, which competes in the second tier of
Australian soccer.
Johnson credits his time at Augustana and his degree in neuroscience
as having “a massive impact” on his career. He hopes to eventually
have a career in sports psychology. “I have been doing all sorts of
mental training every day that I learned while getting my degree, such
as meditation, visualization, self-talk, journaling and all sorts of things
that have helped me improve my game,” he said. “It really helped me
understand how important the mental side of the game is.”

TRIBE OF VIKINGS

HALL OF FAME

During Homecoming 2017, the following
alumni and coach/director of athletics were
inducted into the Tribe of Vikings Hall of
Fame in recognition of their many athletic
achievements.
Paul Carlstedt ’68 | Track & Field
Julie Constien ’02 Diem | Volleyball
Hayley Hallstrom ’03 Voorhees | Softball
Arvid Herstedt ’61 | Football, Track & Field
Vince Lundeen | Coach, Director of Athletics
Craig Lyon ’00 | Track & Field
Steve Miller ’82 | Tennis
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Allison Wolak ’98 Quadhamer | Track & Field
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Making history at the
net and in the lanes
Augustana fielded its first
varsity teams in men’s
volleyball and women’s
bowling this past winter. Here
are Joshua Richardson ’21
and Taylor Kies ’21 in action.
For the latest news on all of
Augustana’s 25 varsity teams,
visit athletics.augustana.edu.

Cross country teams earn academic honors
Both Coach Paul Olsen’s and Coach David Thompson’s 2017 cross country teams
earned All-Academic honors from the United States Track & Field and Cross Country
Coaches Association. Mitchell Johnson ’18, Brandon Wilkerson ’19 and Robert
Williams ’19 earned individual All-Academic honors. With a collective GPA of 3.48,
Thompson’s squad was one of 221 women’s teams honored by the association. Olsen’s
runners logged a 3.43 GPA and were among 167 teams recognized.

DR. RICK JAESCHKE
Associate Professor of Music
Conductor, Augustana
Concert Band
2002-2018

DR. BOB TALLITSCH
Professor of Biology
1975-2018
Favorite courses/subjects to
teach: I got asked this a lot
but, truthfully, the courses/
subjects that I enjoyed
the most happened to be
whatever I was teaching that
particular term. I loved every
course that I taught so I really
can’t pick “one favorite.”

Favorite courses/subjects to teach:
Augustana College Concert Band,
Introduction to Music Education,
Secondary Methods for Music
Education, Art of Listening

Career highlight: Working with Mike Egan in the
development of the Jamaican International Program.
We were able to frame our students’ discovery of the
history, music and culture of this country, and to guide
them in a firsthand experience of the hidden beauty of
the Jamaican countryside and people. The capstone of this
program enabled our students to share their talents with
schoolchildren in the urban Kingston area, and to teach
music students in the famous Alpha Boys Band.
Miss the most: I am continually energized by the creative
process of designing new strategies for teaching students
at Augustana. I will miss creating new ways of teaching
and staying tuned in to new music and new trends. In
time, I may considering teaching a class so that I can stay
sharp, and continue to grow as a teacher and as a musician.
Retirement plans: It will be great to take some time and
get back to playing clarinet, soprano saxophone and
electric bass. Kayaking and wilderness camping are
definitely #1 on the agenda. Spending time with family and
traveling will be great ways to enjoy my open schedule.

Accomplishment most proud of: What Augustana
students have accomplished during my time here.
I always “raised the bar” every year, expecting more
and more of the students that I taught, and I was seldom,
if ever, disappointed. It was fun watching students mature
personally, academically and as scientists.
Career highlight: The highlights of my time at
Augustana would be traveling on the term abroad in
East Asia nine times with amazing Augie students, seeing
students excel in class, and seeing Augustana students
achieve their ultimate collegiate goals, be it gaining
admission to graduate or professional programs or
obtaining that much sought-after first job. Simply put,
every day was a highlight to remember!
Miss the most: The daily interaction with students—both
in and out of the classroom—is a hole in my daily routine
that I will never, ever be able to replace. Augie students
are what kept me here for 43 years, and Augie students
are what I will miss the most.
Retirement plans: I will keep working on the author team
for “Human Anatomy” (soon to be in its 10th edition) for as
long as I am able. I have also signed on as a quality-control
and educational content consultant with an anatomical
software company, BodyViz. I will also help teach SCUBA
at the college, travel with my wife Mary, and simply do my
best to enjoy life.

Continued on page 18
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Accomplishments most proud of: Leading a revitalization
of the music education program, which has been
transformed into a widely respected program that boasts
three full-time faculty members, energized students and
successful practicing music educators.
The commissioning of “Nordanvind” by nationally
recognized composer Carl Strommen was a highlight
for the Augustana Concert Band in 2016. Band members
collaborated closely with the composer to create a
“Tour de force Symphonic Rhapsody” that reflects
the Scandinavian culture that is rooted in Augustana.
This Carl Fisher Music’s Editor Choice composition has
been widely performed and recorded nationwide.

FEATURES

Where did the years go?
Faculty retirements
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Finding love in all
the right (Augie) places
Ralph Peterson ’61
and Jean Aronson ’63 Peterson
Submitted by Ralph Peterson of Escanaba, Mich.
It was the end of my junior year (1960), and I desperately
needed a date for my fraternity (PUG) formal. Back then,
Augie created a pictorial directory of the freshman class in
alphabetical order.
I started with the “A”s and called Jean Aronson. The
rest is history. If her name had been Weinstein, I would
not have fallen in love with my partner of 53 years.

John Timmerwilke
and Patricia Brees, Class of 1963
Submitted by John Timmerwilke of Rockford, Ill.
In freshman year, Pat dated Ron Tabor, while Ron and I were
lunch buddies. Ron transferred to U of I his second year
(returned to Augie as a junior). Pat and I were taking the
same chemistry course as sophomores. We knew each
other only as students and in no great detail. One day Pat
came over to ask if I had any updates on how Ron was
doing. We started to talk, date and then married between
semesters our senior year. We just celebrated our 55th
anniversary; it must have been chemistry.
P.S. Ron was in our wedding party.
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Bruce Anderson ’61
and Linda Frisk ’62 Anderson
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Submitted by Bruce Anderson
of Hopkinsville, Ky.
I met my sweetheart, Linda, for the first time on a double
date at Glenn Moore’s Bistro in Moline. She was my
roommate’s date for the evening. I decided that evening that
I would marry her one day. We tied the knot on June 17,
1962, at Ascension Chapel on the Augie campus. The rest
is an unforgettable, romantic journey down life’s path.

Nancy Miller
and Joseph Crowther,
Class of 1964
Submitted by Nancy Miller
of Orland Park, Ill.
Thank you, Rockety-I! That yearbook office in the old Student
Union was where we spent two years becoming best
friends forever. Nancy Jean became New-Joke; Joe made
a floor path with foot outlines labeled “Good Intentions.”
Joe went on to U of I to get his engineering degree, and
we wrote letters for two years, never seeing each other.
We started dating after graduation, and we’ll soon
celebrate our 52nd anniversary, so BFF has prevailed.
I had the privilege of wearing the Augustana silver crown
at our wedding in 1966. We had never kissed under the
Bell Tower so we made up for that deficiency at the
original tower in Uppsala during the 2008 alumni Swedish
tour. The best thing that ever happened to each of us was
meeting the other, and it happened at Augustana College!

FEATURES

David Nord and Julie Lundt,
Class of 1984

Submitted by Dawn Ahlman-Brill
of Elgin, Ill.
Keith and I met our freshman year,
when a guy I was dating at that time
introduced me to Keith and his
girlfriend. After chatting a minute,
we parted and my date said to me,
“He’s the only guy on campus that
might be a threat to me.” I didn’t think
much more of it (except that my date
felt a little “high” of himself).
Fast forward to our junior year to
Homecoming float building. My sorority
partnered with Keith’s fraternity. I was
walking through Lincoln Park with my
sorority sister to the house where the
float was being built. The night was a
clear, moonlit night, and we were feeling
“silly.” We started singing “Tonight”
from West Side Story (ironic!). The float
building and talking went on until early
morning, and as things were wrapping
up, Keith offered to drive us back to
Andreen. We actually declined, so he
offered to walk us back to the dorm:
wow, he was cute AND really nice!
Homecoming came and went, and
the quarter ended. Upon returning after
Thanksgiving break, I was on my way to
Andreen from Carver PE after an early
morning swim practice, bundled up
from head to toe, and wearing my thick,
black horn-rimmed glasses (that I only
wore in my dorm room). A voice yelled
down to me from 3rd floor Carlsson,
“Hello!” When I realized it was Keith,
I was pretty embarrassed that this was
the first time I had seen him since that
moonlit night. Despite my appearance,
we talked later and set a date to “tray”
in Lincoln Park. It was a clear, moonlit
night. He held my hand...40 years ago.

Submitted by David Nord
of Rockford, Ill.
Carlsson (then a men’s dormitory)
had a party in Andreen’s basement for
incoming freshman. Standing against
the wall with the other guys, I spotted
a girl at a table for four with two of her
friends (wow!)...and an open chair! I
asked if I could join them. Best move I
ever made.
After dating the better part of three
years, graduation was on the horizon.
I needed to find a job on campus to
pay for an engagement ring. I met
with Dean Betsey to see if she had
any open jobs…nope. After explaining
my situation, she took out her personal checkbook and asked how much I
needed to pay for the ring. She gave
an interest-free loan to some student
she had met only a few times.
Thirty-three years and two children
later, the charm of my Augie girl is
very much still there. Best part of my
Augustana experience!

Emily Roling and Alex Arguello,
Class of 2005
Submitted by Emily Arguello
of Davenport, Iowa
Although we knew of each other
freshman year, it was being placed
in the same group in anatomy class
sophomore year that we got to know
each other. Despite me telling the
professor that Alex wasn’t pulling his
weight in the group, a relationship
began. About 15 years later and 12 years
into marriage, we laugh about that
event and are so thankful for our time
at Augustana!

Michael Rogers and Ariel
Edgeworth Rogers,
Class of 2012
Submitted by Michael Rogers of Moline, Ill.
Who would think that a class on
dinosaurs could unite two best friends?
We started out as friends who met at
the Multicultural Orientation. Neither
of us had dating in mind—we were
simply best friends. It was not until
sophomore year when we both needed
a science credit that we took the
dinosaur class together. Although we
dreaded the class, we enjoyed meeting
up every morning to walk to class. This
class forced us to spend more time
together studying and doing homework.
By the end of the term, we had a clear
connection.
We eventually started dating, got
engaged right on the Slough path, and
were married one year after graduation.
Our paths led us both back to Augustana
as current employees where we can
always take a walk down memory lane.
We may not remember much about
dinosaurs, but we know that we were
meant to be.

For more stories of
how alumni met their
spouse or partner at
Augustana, visit
www.augustana.edu/
alumni/sweethearts.
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Dawn Ahlman-Brill
and Keith Brill, Class of 1978
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• C
 reated an interactive way-finding inventory of community

Students
and faculty
tackle
communities’
problems
At a time when cities and counties are being asked to do more
with less, an opportunity to work with Augustana students and
faculty to solve tough problems is gaining traction. Potential
partners were uncertain about Augustana’s Upper Mississippi
Center (UMC) three years ago; today it’s a different story.
The UMC’s first official call for a partner for a Sustainable
Working Landscaping Initiative (SWLI) project went out in
2015. “There were only a few takers, but there was also some
hesitancy,” said Dr. Alex Cohen, UMC program manager.
Last fall, however, after the UMC’s highly successful and
visible partnership with Clinton, Iowa, and second partnership
with Scott Country, Iowa, the UMC received nearly 50 proposals
from a half-dozen municipalities.
This increased interest gives Augustana students and faculty
more opportunities to apply their academic knowledge in a
specialized setting. “It’s very focused and specific,” Dr. Cohen
explained. “The real-world projects create opportunities to
apply their disciplinary knowledge and skills to solve a complex
challenge facing a community. The solutions formulated by
students are often implemented as policy.”
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2015-2016 Partnership with Clinton, Iowa
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The inaugural SWLI partnership generated project-based
experiential learning experiences for more than 337 students
in over 22 courses mentored by 17 faculty. Students completed
15 projects that helped the city advance social, economic and
environmental sustainability initiatives, including:
• Developed an Urban Forest Management Plan to conserve and
enhance the resilience of the urban forest.
• Assessed the feasibility of expanding public transportation
opportunities and expanding bike routes and trails.
• Completed an audit of the parks and recreation department’s
revenue streams to improve long-term financial sustainability
and expand programming.

cultural and historic attractions and other amenities to
enhance visitor use.
• Completed a video oral history project to document the
Clinton Corn Company Strike, a major event for community
and regional economy with legacy effects today
(www.youtube.com/user/ClintonPubLibIA).
• C
 ompleted a stormwater study and evaluation of stormwater
management programs to reduce impact of combined
stormwater-sewage flows on downstream water quality.

2016-2018 Child Lead Poisoning Challenge–Scott
County, Iowa
More recently, the UMC worked with the Scott County Health
Department to identify the most at-risk residential areas for
high levels of lead-based paint and to promote lead poisoning
awareness and prevention.
“The problem seems simple at first glance,” said Dr. Michael
Reisner, UMC director. “But beneath the surface, it’s a complex
problem with financial, political, social and environmental
justice dimensions that must be understood and addressed.”
Augustana students developed a predictive model to identify
neighborhoods with the highest child lead poisoning exposure
risk; designed a household survey to understand perceptions/
attitudes of child lead poisoning risk and barriers to solving
the problem; developed plans to engage local hospital, school
district, churches, city/county agencies in mitigating the risk; and
worked to create a non-profit to oversee long-term success
and financing of the initiative.
“The end goal is to create a cost-effective solution that
the county can implement to drastically reduce, if not entirely
eliminate, the number of children identified with lead paint
poisoning,” Dr. Reisner said.

2018-2020 Partnership
As its two-year partnership with the Scott County Health
Department concluded, the UMC accepted proposals from
surrounding communities for 2018-2020.
A half-dozen municipalities submitted nearly 50 proposed
projects. “We received competitive proposals from the cities
of Rock Island, Davenport, Geneseo, Morrison and Port
Byron,” Dr. Reisner said. During the initial, informal phase of
“matchmaking,” the UMC reviewed the proposals and talked
with faculty to gauge interest in the various projects. The UMC’s
next partner will be announced later this spring.
To date, UMC partnership projects have involved students and
faculty across campus, including accounting, anthropology,
biology, business administration, communication studies,
environmental studies, geography, geology, graphic arts, history,
multimedia journalism, political science, public health and
sociology. The work they have completed will stand out on
applications for graduate school and employment.
“These types of programs are essential in providing
students with the opportunity to engage with real-world
problems, gaining skills and expertise that are only attainable
through hands-on work,” said President Steve Bahls.
– Rachel Reiter ’18 contributed to this article.
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Ols

For
,
the goal was always the journey
By Dave Wrath ’80

This is the domain of Paul Olsen, who will retire this June
after being the head men’s cross country coach at Augustana
since 1966, and the head track & field coach since 1969.
For 52 years, he has occupied a precious space in the lives
of a few thousand runners, jumpers and throwers who
have worn the Blue & Gold.
The photos tell a collective story, yet they cause the
man everyone calls “Ols” to gaze up at the wall and recite
individual tales about each picture. And the stories aren’t

about times or distances, but rather the personality of the
student-athlete in the photo. You hear about the trials, the
tribulations, the failures and the successes of each one.
He points to a faded black-and-white photo, so worn
that the subject is almost hard to find inside the frame.
But Ols doesn’t miss a beat as he relates a story about
a youngster in his late teens or early 20s, and the struggles
a young college student goes through.
The tales go on, and each story is different. (continued)

Editor’s note: Dave Wrath ’80 ran for Paul Olsen’s cross
country and track & field teams from the fall of 1976 to the
spring of 1980. He began working in Augustana’s athletic
department in 1981 and currently is the associate director of
athletics/media and alumni relations.
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Like a tapestry, the photos fill the west wall (and spill around the corners)
of the office in a corner of the Carver Center. The pictures are displayed
with an order that is not quite master-carpenter precise, but not haphazard,
either. Those photographs—some old and faded, others bright and bold—
tell the story of the man who has created what can arguably be called the
greatest legacy in Augustana’s storied athletic history.
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“All of this is really complex,” he said with a sweep
of his arm toward that menagerie of photographs. “All
these people have asked me to absorb and enter into
their lives. Think about it—they have all invited me into
their world and have shared their stories with me.”
That is Ols’ point of view: he is the lucky one, the
privileged one. The view from the other side—from
those who have been counseled, mentored, coached and
cheered—would be decidedly different.
Chris Dryer, a 1999 graduate, related a story from
his senior year. “In my junior year, our 4x400 relay had
qualified for the NCAA meet, but heading into the final
meet of my senior year, we hadn’t met the mark yet,”
he recalled.
“Before the meet, Ols came up to me and said we
had two teams in the race and I was going to anchor.
Whichever team was ahead of the other coming down
the stretch of the third leg was the one I was going to
run with. He told me, ‘Chris, you will take the baton from
whichever team is leading, and you will qualify our team
for nationals.’ I was dumbfounded and scared but it was
classic Ols. He had more faith in me than I had in
myself.” The team qualified for the national meet,
working Olsen’s plan to perfection.
Talk to any of the myriad of athletes down through
the years and you will find a similar theme. At some
point in their collective careers, the athletes under
Olsen’s tutelage received that word of encouragement,
that talk or that reassurance that “everything is going to
be okay.”
All this from a guy who came to Augustana in the late
summer of 1966 and agreed to coach the cross country
team with the promise that he would be moved to football
as soon as possible.
“After one day of coaching the cross country team,
I knew I belonged with that sport,” Ols said. “I understood
the kind of impact I could make on the lives of people in
that sport.”
Impact is probably the underlying fabric of the tapestry
that adorns Olsen’s wall. The stories he can tell about
each one are undoubtedly reinforced by his ability to
connect with college-aged athletes and students. Even
today, after more than a half-century of teaching and
coaching, his ability to connect with young people is
legendary around the Carver Center.

It could be those pole vaulters who used to finish
midnight vaulting sessions in Carver by sprawling out on
the pits and discussing life, all while eating M&Ms from
Ols’ seemingly endless supply.
Or the high jumper who was in the choir, so Ols made
time at 10:30 a.m. for the weekly technique session.
How about the captains who would meet every Monday
to discuss which athletes would win the Whitey’s Ice Cream
gift card as the Runner/Jumper/Thrower of the Week?
Each story would reveal much about this man who
never hesitated to bring an academic influence to his
coaching. His team meetings and pre- and post-meet
talks often included some reference to literature or
history. He was never shy about bringing social issues to
the forefront. Nor was he reluctant to share his views on
controversial subjects. Olsen used the framework of the
track and cross country course as his classroom, and
few have done it better.
“I don’t know how conscious a decision that was,”
he said about peppering his talks and speeches with
academic references. “But I do know that I did it from
the very beginning. I believe that it is all interwoven.”
As is fitting for someone who made as big an impact
on the academic side of Augustana as he did in athletics,
Olsen’s athletes excelled in the classroom as well as
on the field of competition. Of the 38 Vikings who have
earned NCAA Postgraduate Scholarships down through
the years, 14 have been members of the track & field/
cross country teams. Augustana ranks first in all three
NCAA divisions in the number of Academic All-Americans
in track & field/cross country, with 44.
“I have been blessed by working in what many perceive
to be two very different realms of life, the academic and
the athletic,” said Olsen, who one time turned down the
head coaching position at the University of Wisconsin to
stay at Augustana.
“I see it all as one. No athlete competes or trains in a
vacuum. Life is complex. Sport competition is complex,
and every race or throw or jump is a consequence of how
one handles that complexity. Literature and language
enrich our experiences, and they help to navigate us
through all the complexities of our journeys.”
The staple of his program throughout the years has
been a unique ability to take a sport made up of individual
events and mold it so those parts fit together. Ask anyone
who has ever competed for Ols, and he will tell you that

FEATURES

A professor of English, Dr. Paul Olsen
ranks as one of the most popular teachers
at Augustana, with his courses in AfricanAmerican Literature and the Sacred & Profane
consistently filled to capacity. He was one of
just 120 teachers nationwide honored at the
1989 American Association for Higher
Education convention in Chicago. During
a sabbatical one year, he developed a
one-person play titled “Pilgrimage with Poets”
that was highly acclaimed. He has been
selected 16 times by Augustana seniors to
deliver the annual Last Lecture.
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it is about the closeness, the brotherhood. Olsen says it
isn’t orchestrated, but the process of including everyone
on the team is certainly intentional and purposeful.
He has a special capacity of meeting each individual
among his 100-member track teams where they are. He
doesn’t ask for his athletes to bend to his beliefs, but
he certainly has never shied from putting the wheels of
thought into motion.
Tony Hurd, who was the captain of two teams (1980
cross country and 1981 track & field) that finished second
in the nation, was inducted into the Tribe of Vikings Hall
of Fame in 2010. During his speech he had this to say:
“Someone once asked me why I started running.
I replied that I wanted to find a sport where the coach
didn’t decide who competed and who didn’t—a sport
where the coach didn’t make a difference. It’s pretty
ironic that I came to Augustana to run for Paul Olsen,
a coach who made all the difference in my life.”
Later in that same speech, Hurd said something
probably echoed by everyone who has had Ols as a
coach, a teacher or a friend: “Ols has many gifts, but I
think the greatest of those is that he makes it impossible
for you not to believe in yourself.”
To this day Hurd keeps a laminated card in his wallet
with this quote from the “Eternal Smile” by Pär Lagerkvist,
read by Olsen during a team meeting his sophomore
season: The wealth of life is boundless. The wealth of life
is as great as we can grasp. Can we ask for more? When,
nevertheless, we do ask for more, then all the incomprehensible exists as well, all that we cannot grasp. As soon as
we are able to reach out our hands for something, as soon
as we get the feeling that something is, immediately it is.
Can we ask for more?
Yet it would be a mistake to think Olsen is just a
cheerleader who wanders around practice every day
telling his athletes that everything is grand. There
certainly is a lot of that, but technically speaking, he
knows how to teach the events and has the numbers to
prove it. In fact, they jump off the page.
At Augustana, Olsen’s teams have earned 31 NCAA
DIII Top 10 finishes: 20 in track & field (outdoor and
indoor) and 11 in cross country. The Vikings have won 14
conference championship titles in outdoor track & field,
one in indoor track & field and two in cross country.
The testimony to the success and consistency of his
teams, however, can be shown with this one statistic: of
the 118 CCIW meets in which the Vikings have competed
with Olsen as head coach, they have placed first or
second in 94. They have never finished lower than fourth
place in any CCIW competition under Olsen’s direction.
Sometimes his success as a coach gets lost because
his ability to build relationships is so overwhelming, but
his name appears in five different Halls of Fame. He was
named the NCAA DIII National Coach of the Year once,
and the Regional Coach of the Year twice by the United
States Track & Field/Cross Country Coaches Association.
“I really do believe in our philosophy that the goal is the
journey,” said the man from the central Minnesota town of
Onamia. “And what a journey it’s been, in every respect.”
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WelcomeHome

When what’s for
lunch makes news
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They call her
Cookie Mama
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“Cookie Mama!” Teresa Rusch hears it whenever alumni
return to campus. And rightfully so. Rusch has baked
thousands of chocolate chip cookies in her 16 years in
Augustana’s Dining Services, and it’s a cookie alumni
can’t seem to forget. Same for current students. “We’ll
go through 30 dozen in about three hours, even with other
desserts offered alongside them,” Rusch said. To keep up
with demand, she makes 100 dozen at a time nearly every
day. Ingredients for a batch include: 19 lbs. margarine, 30
cups white sugar, 30 cups brown sugar, 75 eggs and 3 gallons of chocolate chips. The same recipe has been used in
Augustana’s kitchens for 20-30 years. “Demand is highest
when students come back for fall term and right before
Christmas break,” Rusch said. “I think they need to get
their fill before they go home for the holidays.”

When Son Vu makes her beef and lemongrass soup, it’s
news. The campus may receive a morning email when
she’s making her soup for that day’s lunch. Vu’s spring
rolls, and vegetable and pork egg rolls also attract a line of
students, staff and faculty. Originally from Saigon, Vu has
been working in Dining Services since 2000. When a few
of Augustana’s students from Vietnam asked if she would
make food they miss from home, Vu worked with Dan
Jensen ’83, assistant manager, to make it happen—which
everyone enjoyed. Vu refers to all students as “her kids,”
and her concern for them is behind everything she does to
make them feel at home. Vu also is known for her artistry,
which shines during the college’s International Street Fest;
she not only cooks with students for the festival, but also
creates food art. That alone is worth the price of a ticket.

CAMPUS NEWS

e
Look Ma,
it’s your salad!
Where’s Tim?
Help us find the Tim of
‘Tim’s Imperial Chicken’

Years ago, Augustana’s Dining Services sent a letter to
parents asking for their student’s favorite recipe. The
idea was that Dining Services would make the dishes
and make Augustana even more of a “home away from
home” for students.
“Tim’s parents” submitted a recipe for Imperial Chicken,
according to Dan Jensen ’83, who was working in
Dining Services at the time and currently is assistant
manager of The Gerber Center Dining Hall.
“It was probably in the late 1980s,” Jensen said. “We got
several good recipes, but Tim’s was the most popular.”
So popular that Imperial Chicken continues to be a
student favorite today—decades later! Granted, the
recipe has been modified slightly to make it more
healthy, but it’s definitely “Tim’s Imperial Chicken.”
Problem is…we can’t find Tim to thank him! Can you help?
Send your clues to elizabethmelton@augustana.edu.
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Julie Ortscheid-Stone, Dining Services general manager,
is always looking for ways to get students invested in
what’s on the menu. What do you like? she asks student
workers. Kate Boyle ’21, who works under the guidance of
Leasa Traman in the Green Creations station, touted her
mom’s vegan black-eyed pea salad and offered to make it.
Rave reviews followed, and now as part of her job, Boyle
makes the black-eyed pea salad as well as her mom’s
vegan Tuscan orzo salad. “It’s really good…it’s gone in a
day, and sometimes in a couple of hours,” said Traman,
who has worked in Dining Services for 14 years. Boyle
is vegan, and one of the reasons she chose to attend
Augustana was its variety of vegan dishes compared to
other schools she was considering. When she enrolled,
she never dreamed her mom’s salads would become part
of the menu!
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Where did the years go? Faculty retirements Continued from page 9
MARY NEIL
Professor of Music (piano)
1986-2018
Favorite courses/subjects
to teach: I especially enjoyed
teaching in Foundations, which
gave me the chance to interact
with colleagues from other
disciplines. It also helped me
to step out of my ‘comfort
zone.’
Accomplishment most proud of: I performed, over the years,
14 piano concertos with the Augustana Symphony under the
leadership of Daniel Culver. The musical collaboration with
students and colleagues on these performances is one that
I will cherish always.

Miss the most: I will miss the students, who have kept me
young at heart and taught me a lot over the years. I will also
miss talking and collaborating with my colleagues in the music
department. We are a collection of strong individual personalities who somehow manage to be a collective mind when we
need to be.
Plans for retirement: I have just finished a course of training
to become a docent at the Figge Museum in Davenport. I plan
to be quite active there, and will also be getting back to doing
art myself. I studied art from 7th grade through all four years
of college, and have not had the time to devote to producing it
until now. I will also be spending quite a bit more time, some of
it traveling, with my 14-year old granddaughter and 4-year old
grandson. In terms of musical performance, I will continue my
participation in the Quad City Symphony and will be teaching
piano privately.
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Alumni give to help generations
of students succeed, stay in school
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Few people take up downhill skiing
when they retire, but James
Ingemanson ’65 did, and he traveled
worldwide to find the best slopes.
Before retiring, Ingemanson
worked 44 years in private industry
as an analytical chemist servicing
engineering process development,
evaluating competitive products
and performing commercial
analyses. He had extensive
knowledge of most analytical
methods, instrumentation and computer data processing for
lubricants, metals, petroleum and coal. Ingemanson also was
fluent in German and read a daily German newspaper.
Prior to his death in June 2017, Ingemanson expressed
interested in setting up a Stay in School Emergency Fund at
Augustana. According to his sister, Suzanne Page Pryde, he
talked about the fund quite a bit during the last three weeks
of his life, and he placed the funds into a trust and written
into his will.
Ingemanson was motivated to make this gift to Augustana
because of a friend, Christine Schildt. When Schildt was in
the later years of earning her nursing degree, she had to
stop taking classes in order to work and make enough money
to continue. This forced her to take a long time to earn her
degree. He also talked fondly about Augustana and how
chemistry professor Dr. Edwin Erickson went out of his way
to mentor him when he was struggling in calculus.

Ingemanson’s gift of $1.5 million to Augustana primarily
will establish a Stay in School Emergency Fund that will give
students in perpetuity the opportunity to excel in their college
careers without interruption. Approximately $110,000 will
finance renovations to Hanson Hall of Science.

Have you thought about which people and places have made
the greatest impact on your life? In the day-to-day busyness of
life, it’s hard to slow down and reflect like this. But that’s the
question George Haase ’44 posed to himself when developing
his legacy plans. The answer to Haase’s question resulted in a
$1 million bequest to Augustana.
A native of St. Charles, Ill., Haase came to Augustana in
the fall of 1941, and graduated in three years so he would
be ready in case he was called up for World War II. He was
never drafted, but he did serve as a civilian employee in the
Department of Defense. His job afforded him the opportunity
to live in Europe for 12 years and Asia for four years. Haase
retired at the age of 49 and traveled extensively, visiting more
than 90 countries and traveling around the world three times.
In November 2016, Haase passed away, but with all
the world to choose from, he decided to show his love for
Augustana with a $1 million gift that will live on to help
generations of students to come.
– Judy Scarpinato, director of donor relations and stewardship

 ontact Sam Schlouch ’10, major gift officer, at 309-794-7592 or samschlouch@augustana.edu, for more information on how
C
you can make an impact on the college through a planned or deferred gift.

Yemurai Mapurisa ’19, a
student from Zimbabwe, was
registering for classes her
second year when she realized
she could not pay her full
tuition. “I was on the verge of
having to go home,” she said.
It was something of a
miracle, she says, that donorfunded scholarships filled the gap and literally saved her
college education.
Now, as an accounting major, her Augustana experience is
about to culminate with an internship in the Chicago office of
PwC Global, one of the biggest accounting firms in the world.
Mapurisa is struck by the doors that have opened, seeing a
new vision of her future. If she does well at PwC, a global
powerhouse, the possibilities are almost endless.
“The scholarships I have received have shown me that
there are always people who care about you,” she said.
“I plan to tell people my story and remind them that there
are always people who want the best in life for us. We may
not see these people on a daily basis, but they do exist,
helping us in any way they can.”
Donor-funded Augustana scholarships Mapurisa has
received include the International Dean’s Scholarship, the
International Old Main Grant, the International Grant and
the AAndersen & Co. Scholarships.
What she loves most about Augustana, she said, are the
multiple opportunities to grow. She came to Augustana
undecided about a major, and the college engaged her
to define her own goals. She became a tutor, a community
advisor and a member of student government. And she
opened a window to her home in Zimbabwe through her
participation in Sustained Dialogues, while also gaining
a deeper sense of her own empathy and interest in the
wider world.
“I am hoping to one day be a donor as well, and meet
the needs of others, in the same way my financial and
educational needs have been met in so many ways at
Augustana,” she said.

CLOSE THE GAP AWARDS
•J
 ulie K. Hamann ’82 had an idea of how to make an
Augustana education more accessible to high-ability,
high-financial need students. She made an initial gift
of $800,000 and challenged the college to raise another
$1 million to help “close the gap” in the financial aid

Opened the door…wide open
Jeffrey Swanson ’18 wanted to attend Augustana. There was
no other college on his list. But he wasn’t sure he could
pay for it.
Thankfully, he says, a couple scholarships opened the
door, including one from Natalie Kessler ‘92, an alumna
who co-owns a business in Galesburg, Ill. She chose to pay
her success forward by establishing her own scholarship at
Augustana, and her assistance was vital for Swanson. He is
a first-generation college student.
“Luckily, I have been able to write to Natalie Kessler to
thank her and let her know how I was doing and what I have
been able to do,” Swanson said.
In addition to Kessler’s scholarship, Swanson also
received the Dean’s Scholarship for academics and some
grants. He is majoring in geography with a minor in
environmental studies, and presented his Senior Inquiry
at the national conference of the American Association of
Geographers in New Orleans this spring.
Swanson also has excelled as a track team captain,
traveling around the country to compete and place at NCAA
Division III national meets, and running on a relay team that
took first place at the historic Drake Relays.
All these experiences, Swanson says, came to him
through the generosity of donors. “They provided me with
an opportunity to continue my education, my athletic career,
to grow in my faith, create lifelong friendships and grow as
a person, which honestly, I may not have been able to do
otherwise,” he said.
Looking ahead, Swanson says he feels his own urge
to give back. One way would be to work on developing
environmentally sensitive and sustainable strategies for his
community. Another way, he said, would be to help young
people by coaching track.
Swanson says that’s because he was coached by Paul
Olsen, who is legendary for mentoring students and inspiring
them to give back to their communities. Thanks to his
experience at Augustana, Swanson will be one more.

package of high-need, high-caliber students who needed
a little additional help. Since 2015, $4,160,207 has been
committed by donors to Close the Gap.
• In four years, 202 individuals, families, foundations and
corporations have made gifts that have given more than
250 students Close the Gap assistance. In May, 90 students
who received Close the Gap awards to attend Augustana
(the first group of seniors) will graduate.
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Something of a miracle
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Donor-funded
scholarships
do change lives
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Alumni Award winners
share favorite memories
FINEST UNDER FORTY OUTSTANDING
ALUMNUS AWARD
Matthew Pelton | Class of 2010
Matthew Pelton ’10 majored in accounting and
business, with minors in Spanish and economics.
He earned a master’s in international relations
from IE University in Madrid, Spain. Pelton
currently is a deal advisory manager in KPMG’s
Chicago office. He advises technology, healthcare
and consumer goods clients on complex transactions and supports new business development in Latin
America.
How do you stay connected to the college? I have spoken to
students in accounting and business classes, supported the
departments as an advisor, participated in Symposium Day,
supported faculty and staff in creating the ATLAS grant
program, and promoted Africana studies on campus. I am
also a devout Augustana basketball fan and stay in close
contact with Grey Giovanine.
Fondest memories of Augustana: Playing with my teammates
and our coaching staff in the CCIW and NCAA tournaments,
traveling to East Asia with the basketball program, and
studying abroad in West Africa were major highlights of my
Augustana experience.
Most memorable faculty members and/or classes: Mamata
Marmé graciously helped me navigate diverse interests and
always pushed me to unite my passions and global interests
with my studies and career, while John Delaney encouraged
me to pursue an accounting major that ultimately opened the
door to exciting career opportunities and relationships.
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OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Robert D. Mitchum | Class of 1975
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Robert D. Mitchum graduated with a degree in
accounting in 1975. In April 2017, he retired as the
president and CEO of Network Services Company,
a global distributor of janitorial supplies and food
service disposables headquartered in the Chicago
area. Currently, Mitchum is an Augustana
Ambassador, helping CORE develop relationships
with Chicago-area employers; a board director
for two privately held companies; and an investor/advisor to
family-owned businesses.
Fondest memory of Augustana: Accounting classes at Old
Main taught by Jim Galley when I was a junior. Accounting
moved to Sorensen when I was a senior; the environment
was not as “college-like” there.

Most memorable faculty members and/or classes: Jim Galley,
by far. He pushed me to do an internship my senior year with
Arthur Andersen that changed my life and initiated a career
that far exceeded my expectations.
How a liberal arts education impacted your career/life:
At Arthur Andersen, I was “competing” against accounting
graduates from Northwestern, University of Illinois, Notre
Dame, etc. They had taken significantly more classes in
accounting and business than I had. However, I believe that
my liberal arts background helped me become a better
consultant and problem-solver for my clients.
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD
Dr. John Jevitz | Class of 1982
John Jevitz earned his bachelor’s in
biology/pre-med from Augustana
in 1982, then furthered his studies
by graduating from the National
College of Chiropractic in 1987. He
has owned Jevitz Chiropractic and
Physical Therapy in Elmhurst, Ill.,
since 1987. Dr. Jevitz has been the
athletic trainer for several suburban Chicago high schools
throughout his career. He also serves as a trustee on the board
for the Ray Graham Association for People with Disabilities.
How do you stay connected to the college? Referring
high-quality character individuals to Augie, such as Erik
Westerberg, runner-up for the Gagliardi Trophy, and tennis
player Jonathon Elsey. Attending Augie football, basketball
and tennis events. Keeping in contact weekly with old
classmates and teammates.
Fondest memories of Augustana: Friendships made and
Wednesday night chapel, 5:30 a.m. swim practice and 10 p.m.
tennis practice. Winning the CCIW swimming championship in
1982 (the last time Augie won) and winning all six singles and
three doubles at the CCIW tennis championships for the first
time and only time in the history of the CCIW.
Most memorable faculty members and/or classes:
Coach Mike Hollway, Coach Bill Ali, Coach Bob Reade and
Dr. Harold Bell.
How a liberal arts education impacted your career/life:
Changed my life! Taught me social and work skills that have
motivated me to change as many lives as possible by serving
God and loving others!

Judith Salmon Kaur’s academic achievements
include a bachelor’s in elementary education
from Augustana; a master’s in counseling
from Northwestern University; a bachelor’s
in medicine from the University of North
Dakota School of Medicine; and a M.D. from
the University of Colorado Heath Sciences
Center. Dr. Kaur currently is a professor
of oncology at the Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville, Fla., campus.
As the medical director for the Native American Programs in
the Mayo Clinic Cancer Center, Dr. Kaur is involved in national
research and outreach programs to American Indians and
Alaska Natives.

Fondest memory of Augustana: There are so many it is hard
to choose. Perhaps not fondest, but certainly memorable, was
spending my 21st birthday in the Infirmary in the basement of
Carlsson Hall. Current Augustana Chief of Public Safety Tom
Phillis’ dad was my attending physician, underscoring how
connections at Augustana run deep.
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RICHARD A. SWANSON
HUMANITARIAN AWARD
Judith Salmon Kaur, M.D. | Class of 1966

Most memorable faculty members and/or classes: Jim Galley,
chair of the accounting department. Jim was a great instructor,
an outstanding career advisor and a strong advocate for getting
Augustana accounting majors placed with the major public
accounting firms.

How do you stay connected to the college? A lifelong friendship was forged at Augie with Chris Anderson (now Adolphi)
and John Adolphi. I have returned to campus several times
over the past 50 years and in 2016 for our 50th reunion. Since
I went through Augie on scholarship, my husband Alan Kaur
and I always donate for scholarships.

How a liberal arts education impacted your career/life:
I learned to listen to many points of view. I believe that made
me a better teacher and a better doctor.
BRENDA C. BARNES AWARD FOR
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
Thomas Leach | Class of 1983
Thomas (Tom) Leach graduated with a
bachelor’s in accounting and business
administration in 1983. Currently, Leach
is chief financial officer for StrategIQ
Commerce in Chicago, a volunteer at
the Ronald McDonald House near Lurie
Children’s in Chicago and an Augustana
trustee. He started his career as an auditor at Coopers and
Lybrand and held various positions during a 21-year career
with Tribune Company in Chicago. At Augustana, Leach has
served as vice-chairman of the Board of Trustees, chair of
the board’s Advancement Committee, interim vice president
for finance and administration, and senior advisor to WVIK,
Quad Cities NPR.
How do you stay connected to the college? Primarily through
the Board of Trustees, a few fellow alumni and connections
made while serving as Augustana’s interim CFO in 2015. I feel
privileged to have met, studied, worked or served with so many
great people connected to Augustana.

Donna Brunner, Philip Wm. McKinley ’73 and Kim Brunner ’71

HONORARY ALUMNA AWARD
Donna Huber Brunner
Donna Huber Brunner retired from her work as a registered
radiological technologist in 1995. In 2001, she started a clothing
ministry at her church that initially served a local shelter for
battered women and their children, as well as victims of fires
and floods. Recently, the ministry has expanded to serve men,
women and children, the homeless in her community and those
who are seeking to return to the workplace.
How do you stay connected to the college? As an attendee and
not a grad, I initially had limited connection to the school. Kim
and I were first approached in the late 1990s about making a
major contribution for building a baseball diamond. Augustana
had been without a home diamond since 1968 (Kim’s freshman
year) when construction began on Carver Center. We feel very
fortunate to have seen the ballpark completed in time for [our
son] Jeremy’s senior year. During an alumni game, Jeremy and
Kim played on the same team, and I was given the ultimate joy
of coaching first base! With Kim on the Board of Trustees for
several years and eventually serving as chair, we continued to
stay close to Augustana and potential development opportunities. We recently had the distinct honor to assist with the new
theatre center, which is a beautiful addition to this campus.
How a liberal arts education impacted your career/life: Even
as far back as 1972, Illinois was experiencing financial difficulties and my Illinois State Scholarship was drastically cut.
Unfortunately, due to a lack of finances and an untimely break
in my harp on band tour, I was unable to return to Augustana
my sophomore year to complete my liberal arts degree. These
events forced me to look at other options. I graduated from St.
Francis Hospital School of Radiology and enjoyed that field of
work for 20 years.
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Most memorable faculty member: Dr. Donald Peterson was
very inspirational and a great teacher. I taught junior high five
years, stayed home three years, and when I decided to go to
medical school, he wrote one of my letters of recommendation,
over nine years after I was in his classes. I also loved Dr.
Fryxell in geology as part of my science minor. Loved the field
trips to collect fossils!
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CLASS NOTES

1962

(notices received as of
Jan. 1, 2018)

Thomas Benson is the founder
and first president of the
International Association for
Senior Debate, a non-profit
promoting debate opportunities
for older Americans in lifelong
learning programs.

1953
Vivian Bergsrud Becker
serves on the coordinating
team to co-sponsor a Syrian
refugee, through RefugeeOne
in the Chicago area. She also
is leading an interfaith
initiative with a local Turkish
Muslim women’s group.

1955
Marilyn Busekros Schueneman
is participating in a statewide
effort to end gerrymandering
in Michigan. The group, called
Voters-Not Politicians, is
collecting 450,000 signatures to
allow a vote on a constitutional
amendment for a non-partisan
citizens’ committee to redistrict
after the 2020 census.

Dave Rydell was inducted into
the Order of Lincoln. It is the
state of Illinois’ highest honor
for professional achievement
and public service.

1964

Bill Park was inducted into the
Quad Cities Senior Olympics
Hall of Fame in 2014 and the
Iowa Senior Games Hall Fame
in 2016. He has competed in
the javelin, discus, sprints and
basketball events in the past,
and continues to participate in
selected events.

William Kempiners received
the Will Ross Medal from the
American Lung Association,
given to the volunteer who
has made a significant
contribution to the prevention
and control of lung disease.
He is a four-term Illinois state
legislator, the director of public
health for the State of Illinois,
the executive director of the
Illinois Health Care Association
and the American Lung
Association’s former advocacy
committee chair.

Roger Nyquist released a
new CD (his 33rd album) in
July 2017, and performed the
inaugural organ concert and
recording, “Miraculous Medal
Shrine,” in Philadelphia.

1961
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Jean Aronson Peterson and
Ralph Peterson ‘61 are proud
to announce that their oldest
grandson, Ralph Oscar
Peterson-Veatch, is a first-year
student at Augustana. Their
seventh grandchild, Malin
Peterson, was born in June
2017. He is the son of Nils
Peterson ’97.

1956

1957
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1963

Raymond Carlson wrote a book,
“Unconditional Happiness”
(Outskirts Press).
Ralph Peterson and Jean
Aronson ’63 Peterson are proud
to announce that their oldest
grandson, Ralph Oscar
Peterson-Veatch, is a first-year
student at Augustana. Their
seventh grandchild, Malin
Peterson, was born in June
2017. He is the son of Nils
Peterson ’97.

1965
Jack Crabtree was recognized
by the Honorable Tim Walberg,
U.S. House of Representatives,
7th District, Michigan, on
the floor of the House of
Representatives in Washington,
D.C., in 2014. The following
year, Jack was inducted into
the Saline Area Schools Hall
of Fame and nominated by the
NFL as a candidate for high
school coach of the year. He
coached high school football
for 50 years, head coach and
assistant; tennis, one year;

basketball, one year; track,
head coach and assistant,
32 years. He served as teacher/
department chair/assistant
principal/director of the
community education program
during his tenure.

1966
Marcia Anderson Wetzel
was elected president of the
American Scandinavian
Association at Augustana
for 2017-18.

1967
Darrell Bloom retired as
professor and dean at
National-Louis University, and
is vice president in the family
publishing company, New
Horizons Learning Resources.

1968
The University of Illinois Board
of Trustees approved the
designation of Sharon Anderson
Telleen, Ph.D., as Research
Associate Professor Emerita,
School of Public Health,
University of Illinois at Chicago
(UIC). Dr. Telleen retired from
UIC in 2011.

1972
Elaine Nelson Malzahn was
consecrated as an ELCA deacon
on June 10, 2017. She is the
Christian chaplain at the Wexner
Heritage Village/Zusman
Hospice in Columbus, Ohio.
John Matthews married Eunice
Stark on May 28, 2017.
Mark Schwiebert has served
the last two years as board
chair for Unity Point-Trinity,
which operates four hospitals
in the Quad-Cities region. He
recently was elected to the Unity
Point System Board, headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa.
Gail Jackson Steele retired after
43 years at Morris Hospital.

1973
James Holgersson was
appointed interim town
manager of Moraga, Calif.
Edward Melvin was elected
president of the Central Chapter
of the Society of Nuclear
Medicine.
Linda Zora Peterson retired
from Deere & Co. in July 2017,
with 37 years of service.

1969

1974

Gary Erickson is chairperson
for Outreach for Hope of the
Greater Milwaukee Synod.

Rachel Bergeson is president
of the New York State College
Health Association.

1970

Robert Fuka retired in February
2016 from UGN, Inc. after more
than 40 years in accounting
and administration.

Chi Omega Gamma alumnae,
class of 1970, and the fall 1967
pledge class have started an
annual get-together in the
Chicago area. Included are:
Sandy Church, Beth Holland,
Laurel Olson, Leslie Olsson
and Nancy Rokohl. (They report
they are missing Ann Sandburg!)
Naomi Hahn will retire at the
end of this current academic
year after 36 years at Illinois
College. She is the A. Boyd
Pixley Professor of Humanities
(English).

Paul Guse retired from the Rock
Island County (Illinois) Health
Department after 41 years,
most of which he served as
environmental health director.
Ron May was guest conductor
of the Augustana Choir and
Chamber Singers for winter
term 2017-18, during Jon Hurty’s
sabbatical leave. He is chairperson for Performing Arts at
Creative Arts Academy in the
Davenport School System.
Christine Anderson Petty is a
“Dual Pilgrim” of the UNESCO
World Heritage Pilgrimages

Znewspaper sponsor at K.D.
Waldo Middle School

Gerald Unhold retired after 23
years from North County Oral
and Facial Surgery Center,
which he founded.

Gordon Campbell, director
of the U.S. Army Acquisition,
Logistics & Technology
Integration Office, retired
Oct. 1, 2017, after 36 years
of federal service.

1979

Cindy Carlson Boyenga, after
35 years of teaching reading
and language arts at the middle
school level, retired in June
2017. When she retired, she
1975
was teaching eighth-grade
Al Bowman is executive director reading and language arts, and
of the Illinois Board of Higher
she was a team leader and the
Education.

Jeffrey Ebbesen came out of
retirement to become the
controller at Professional Retail
Service, an internet retailer
located in Northglenn, Colo. He
retired and moved to Colorado
in 2014 with his wife, Connie.

Steven Faulkner was promoted
to chief of the Rehabilitation
Services Bureau, Iowa
Vocational Rehabilitation
Services, Iowa Department
of Education.
Al Weir retired on June 1, 2017.

1976
Karen Kich Bentz retired from
teaching in Littleton Public
Schools in Littleton, Colo.

1977
William M. Farrow III, organizer, chief executive officer,
president and director of Urban
Partnership Bank in Chicago,
was appointed to the board of
directors of WEC Energy Group.
Eileen Anderson Herrstrom
retired from the geology
department of the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
at the end of 2016. She is an
editor for American Journal
Experts.
Merry Fritz Keith retired in June
2017 from the Klein, Indiana
School District, after 17 years
as an elementary P.E. teacher.
Joe Thompson was featured in
the Quad City Times on Sept. 10,
2017, highlighting his success
in athletics as a participant,
coach and administrator.

1978
Deb Gammon is the chief
financial officer for Motor
Werks Auto Group, an

Visiting the incredible Ruth
Robinson ’39 Hanna
By Kelly Read ’02 Noack
Director of Alumni Relations
I was a new employee the first time I met Ruth
Robinson Hanna. She was on campus celebrating
the 70th reunion of the Class of 1939. I was immediately struck by her energy and zest for life at 91+
years. She shared with me that day that she likes
to return to campus and run up the 45 Old Main
steps, to remind herself that she is not old.
Last January, my colleague Kathleen Bentler
and I visited with Ruth at her home in Wilmette,
Ill., to celebrate her 100th birthday and update
her on the college. After greeting us, Ruth proudly
showed us her many gifts, including 145 cards and
a framed picture of Old Main.
At Augustana Ruth majored in speech pathology
and psychology, and was president of the Kappa
Epsilon sorority, Vi-Queen and vice president of
her class. She was involved in Rockety-I, Alpha Psi
Omega, theatre and debate, among many other
activities.

Renée Souba is a private
practice therapist at Advanced
Behavioral Health Services in
Naperville, Ill.

1980
Bryan Paulsen retired from
John Deere on Nov. 30, 2016,
after 37 years of service.
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Donna Berg Runge was
ordained and became the
pastor of Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church in Plainview, Neb., in
2014. She married Thomas
(Chris) C. Fonner on July 8,
2017.

11-franchise auto dealership
headquartered in Barrington, Ill.

1981
Paul Osman received the Illinois
Association for Floodplain
and Stormwater Management
(IAFSM) Lifetime Achievement
Award. He is the statewide

Following graduation, Ruth taught for two years
at Augustana before attending Northwestern
University. She married an attorney, John Hanna,
and went on to a 28-year career as a book reviewer
and performance artist, which allowed her a
flexible schedule while her three children were
growing up.
Today, at 100, Ruth is busy with Bible studies
and book clubs with millennials, daily outings
with friends and family, and monthly meetings at
Northwestern. She plans to return to Augustana
in 2019 for her 80th reunion.
Her secret to living a long and happy life?
“Breathe in and eat out,” she replied.
Ruth’s love for Augustana has not diminished
in the 79 years since her graduation. The framed
picture of Old Main is one of her favorite birthday
gifts, especially because it captures the way the
building looked when she was a student. She
continues to be a loyal supporter of the college,
giving back to the institution that she feels gave
her so much.
Ruth says some of her fondest memories
are from daily chapel at Augustana, a time that
brought everyone together to be inspired. She
feels she had the best of what education can offer
at Augustana and is proud of how academically
strong the school has remained.

The secret to living a long and
happy life? “Breathe in and eat out.”
Visiting with Ruth gave us a glimpse of
Augustana’s past, and a chance to see that while
much has changed during the past 80 years, so
much has remained the same—most importantly,
Augustana’s mission. The visit also reminded us of
the love our alumni share for the college, and the
important work of our office to continue building
relationships with alumni from all generations.
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(currently there are only 2,000)
by completing both the Camino
de Santiago (2016) and the
Kumano Kodo in Japan (2017).

23

ALUMNI NEWS

floodplain programs manager
for the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources and the
Illinois State National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP)
coordinator. He has been with
the NFIP for 25 years.
Mary Anderson Passini retired
in May 2017 after 30 years
of teaching elementary and
middle-school children. She
retired to Colorado to enjoy
hiking in the mountains and to
be closer to her family.

’92 grad helps
keep Ugandan
girls in school
Kibisi, Uganda, is thousands of miles from Billings, Mont., but
Tara Klena ’92 Barthel’s philanthropic spirit led her there in 2016.
She and her 12-year-old daughter traveled to Kibisi to visit
students they support and to begin raising funds for a medical
center in the village. Barthel says Augustana “helped to motivate
me to strive to live charitably.”
As an undergrad majoring in piano performance and then
psychology, Barthel observed and participated in many charitable
enterprises on campus, including food drives, walk-a-friendhome-campus-safety donations of time, spending time with the
elderly, and taking campus-wide time for prayer and reflection
during the First Gulf War. She also received financial aid that
enabled her to attend Augustana.
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“Augustana helped to motivate me
to strive to live charitably.” TKB
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“My daughter and I now work throughout the year to raise funds
to keep girls in school in Kibisi,” Barthel said. “We currently have
12 girls funded full-time in boarding school and are working to
help even more.”
After Augustana, Barthel earned her MBA and JD cum laude at
the University of Illinois in 1996 and 1997, respectively. Currently,
she is enrolled in seminary, pursuing a master’s in philosophy of
theology.
To raise funds for Kibisi, Barthel says she hearkens back to her
estate planning days in Chicago and tries to connect with family
foundations and donor advisory funds, in addition to simply
asking people with the financial means to give. Her daughter
donates her earnings from fiddling at a local farmer’s market in
the summer and a portion of her income as a violinist in the
Billings Symphony Orchestra.
“It was my honor to bring the Augie A to Kibisi,” Barthel said.

1982
Millicent Knight is an
optometrist and vice president
of professional affairs with
Johnson & Johnson Vision.

1983
Joan Nicholson Baril’s
daughter, Mary Beth, will
attend Augustana this fall as a
member of the Class of 2022.
Cheryl Draeger received a
master’s in theological studies
from Drew University in
Madison, N.J. She runs a small
house church called Ecumenical
Fellowship in Davenport, Iowa.
Nan Stutzman Eller is clinical
director at Upward Bound
Speech Therapy in Tustin, Calif.
Glenn Meeden graduated in
May 2017 with a master’s in
theology from Emory University,
and currently is enrolled in the
Ph.D. program at Grand Canyon
University in Phoenix, Ariz.

1985
Deanna Call Chew was installed
to a one-year term as president
of the Independent Insurance
Agents and Brokers of Arizona.

1986
Kai Swanson was elected
president of the Rock Island
County Forest Preserve
Commission.

1987
Ty Covey is a partner at Mayer
Brown LLP in Chicago. He was
selected by Best Lawyers
as Lawyer of the Year in
Administrative/Regulatory Law
in Chicago for 2016. He also
recently published an article on
the history of telecommunications law in the American Bar
Association’s Infrastructure
magazine.
Stephen Hinkle received the
SUNY Chancellors Award for
Faculty Service in April 2017.
Pat Shelton Luce returned
to teaching after a 22-year
absence raising her family.
She teaches part-time general
music in Vernon Hills, Ill.
Lynette Skow Rasmussen and
her husband, Kurt, received
the 2017 YMCA Service to Youth
Award, which is the highest
honor bestowed by the YMCA
of Greater Des Moines.

1988
William Clay owns Pee Wee’s
Restaurant in Rock Island.
Desirée Grace received the
NAED (National Association
of Electrical Distributors)
Trailblazer Award for 2017, in
recognition of her outstanding
and dedicated service to the
association, the Women in
Industry Forum, and the
electrical distribution industry
at large. She is the vice
president, sales and marketing,
at Anamet Electrical.
Ann Newton Stark is a senior
GIS analyst with the City
of Bellingham, Wash. She
received the 2017 GIS Summit
Award from the Washington
State Chapter of Urban and
Regional Information Systems
Association. The Summit Award
often is referred to as the “GIS
Person of the Year” award for
the State of Washington.
Brian Wegley was honored by
the Northbrook, Ill., community
with the Heart of the Family
Award, in recognition of his

1989
Matt Ratzer is the Senior
Project Account, International
Projects at IA Interior Architects
in Seattle, Wash.
Laura Townsend created the
non-profit Albums of Hope in
2011 after losing her husband
to cancer. She has donated
nearly 20,000 pocket-sized
albums filled with uplifting
quotes and photos to cancer
patients, their caregivers and
others who are seriously ill.
Albums of Hope is run completely by volunteers who work
throughout the state of Illinois,
and in 2017, expanded to 15
more states. Albums of Hope
Ambassadors have participated
in Augustana’s Relay for Life and
the Camp Kesem programs, and
delivered albums to Ronald
McDonald Houses.

1990
Catherine Dangelis Angelos is
principal at the John Schroder
Early Childhood Center,
Lombard School District 44.
Gretchen Hughes Buhlig is
CEO of the Arizona State
University Foundation.
Anne Burswold Calder is vice
president of development at
the Community Foundation of
the Great River Bend in
Bettendorf, Iowa.
John Hitchcock was named
chief of police in Moline, Ill. He
has been with the department
since 1992, achieving the rank
of captain in May 2016.
Melissa Schlosser Owens was
elected to the School District
U-46 School Board in April
2017 for a four-year term.

1996

Katy Hulin Hasson is the
principal at Rockridge Junior
High and High School in
Taylor Ridge, Ill. She was
elected to an at-large position
on the Illinois High School
Association Board of Directors,
serving a three-year term.

Cherie McGuire married
Douglas Pieper on June 3,
2017. On June 14, 2017, she
started at Whip Mix as the
regional territory manager
covering the northern United
States, Alaska and Canada,
selling digital technical
products to dental labs and
dentists. She is also a model
and actress, appearing in ads
for Marlboro, Blain’s Farm &
Fleet and UltraShape.

Keith Manbeck is executive vice
president and chief financial
officer of Whole Foods Market.

1992
John Allemeier was promoted
to the rank of full professor on
July 1, 2017. He is a professor
of music in the College of
Arts and Architecture at the
University of North Carolina at
Charlotte, where he has been
a faculty member since 2006.

1993
Edward Hoffman married
Andrew Karas on Sept. 23,
2017, in New York City.
Anne Humphrey had a
daughter, Wren Elizabeth,
on July 12, 2017.
Paula Anderson Nimrick is
corporate cost accounting
manager at McLaughlin Body
Company.

1994
Nick Bennyhoff is the technical
services manager for the St.
Charles City-County Library
District in Missouri.
Linnea Crowther was named
Obituary Writer of the Year
by the Society of Professional
Obituary Writers. She is senior
writer for Legacy.com.
Jennifer Tucker McCutcheon
teaches fifth-grade science in
Goodyear, Ariz.

1995
Chris Simmons is the business
services program manager for
TheRide and director of the
getDowntown Program in
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Beth Peluso married Gary
Grassi in June 2016. She is
a communications/event
coordinator for Fairbanks Arts
Assoc., a local non-profit that
supports the arts.

1997
Ryan Brodin completed his
Doctor of Ministry from Luther
Seminary in 2016. He is senior
pastor at Abiding Savior
Lutheran Church in Minnesota.
He and his wife, Kendra
Nicholson ’98 Brodin, adopted
a son, Luke, 12, from China in
August 2015. He joins sisters
Allison, 13, and Anna, 11.
Kaia Holmer Holt had a son,
Maxton Anders Holt, in January
2016 (Tim).
Jay Howard has joined Fifth
Third Private Bank of Detroit
as senior vice president and
wealth management advisor.
Kathryn Konecky Meyer is in
her third year of coordinating
the Augustana Student Medical
Reserve Corps on campus,
in association with the local
health department.
Jodi Rooney, city council
member in Prescott, Ariz., is
running for the state legislature.

1998
Kendra Nicholson Brodin and
Ryan Brodin ’97 adopted a son,
Luke, 12, from China in August
2015. He joins sisters Allison,
13, and Anna, 11.

Mark
your
calendar
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1991

157th Commencement
Convocation
May 20, 2018
Family Weekend
Sept. 21-23, 2018
Homecoming
Oct. 5-7, 2018
Amy Lee Bushong is vice
president of Primary Care,
Medical and Pediatric
Specialties for Carle Foundation
Hospital in Urbana, Ill.
Brett Carter was appointed as
diversity partner for Munich
Reinsurance U.S. P&C. He and
his wife, Amanda, had a son,
Emerson Everett Carter, on
Oct. 12, 2017 (Benji and Cam).
Patrick Fitzgerald had a
daughter, Charlize Erin, on
March 1. (Lindsay; Kinsley, 8,
and Kennedy, 6).
Rochelle Monteith-Bollman
accepted an honorary associate
in fine arts degree from Sauk
Community College on behalf
of her late husband, Andrew
Bollman ’98. It was the first
honorary degree given by Sauk,
and it was bestowed upon
Andrew for his dedication first
as a student trustee and then
as chairman of the board of
trustees, as well as for his
leadership and advocacy for
Illinois community colleges as
the 2015 president of the Illinois
Community College Trustees
Association.
Amanda Wolff married Myles
Hayes on July 16, 2017.

AUGUSTANA MAGAZINE | SPRING 2018

outstanding support and
contribution to the well-being
of families. He is the superintendent at Northbrook/
Glenview School District 30.
North Shore’s Family Service
Center, a mental health agency,
presented the award.
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First job, second degree,
a baby, an award … retiring?

Share your news! Visit www.augustana.edu/alumni/update
or mail to Alumni Relations, Augustana College, 639 38th St.,
Rock Island, IL 61201.
2000
Joslyn Albright is a surgical
oncologist at Advocate Christ
Hospital in Oak Lawn, Ill.
She had a son, Cooper, on
May 3, 2017.
Amy Birr Lee opened a private
optometry practice, Accurate
Family Vision, in July 2015.
Deborah Dencer Lollis opened
the Law Office of Deborah D.
Lollis, LLC, which focuses on
family law and collaborative law.
Brian Oster, after working at
OC Imageworks for four years,
purchased the creative advertising agency in January 2016.
He changed the agency name
to OC Creative.
Jonathan Pugh is the
assistant director, technology
and programs, at Give
Something Back.

2001
Elizabeth Decker had a
daughter, Belle Decker,
on Sept. 25, 2015.
Barbara Meinecke recently
completed her goal of running
a marathon in all 50 states
(finished at Maui Oceanfront
Marathon on Jan. 15, 2017). A
2007 graduate of the Medical
College of Wisconsin, she is
a pediatric anesthesiologist
at the Children’s Hospital of
Wisconsin in Milwaukee.
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Erin Borsdorf owns
Generations Wine and Martini
Bar in Loveland, Colo. She
published her first full-length
novel, titled “Duvall (Oath and
Honor),” in May 2017.
Amanda Cole Lawhon had a
son, Berg Michael Lawhon, on
May 21, 2017 (Travis; Bjorn, 1).

Megan Brown Rousonelos is
co-owner of My Chef Catering
in Naperville, Ill.

2005

Erin Bertram married Marissa
Wolfe in May 2017. She is a
Mike Russo had a son, Alexander Ph.D. candidate in creative
Michael Russo, on March 31,
writing at the University of
2017 (Heather; Anneliese
Nebraska-Lincoln.
Russo, 2).
Kristin Beil Cowgill had a son,
Danielle Krenz Stoddard had a William, on Sept. 14, 2016. She
son, Arthur Lee (Colin).
is an occupational therapist
with Denver Public Schools.
Elizabeth Woodworth had
a son, Zachary Alexander
Dawn Crowther married Nick
Woodworth Tymonko, on
Jonckowski on Oct. 29, 2016.
March 29, 2017.
They live in North Carolina,
where her husband is a youth
2003
pastor and Dawn works in
Kyle Carlson had a son, Logan marketing for a local software
company. She plays horn for the
John Carlson, on Jan. 24, 2017
Triangle Wind Ensemble and is
(Jenna; Lily, 5).
working on her latest novel.
Ruth Trier Kephart had a son,
Lydia Ruelas Durán had a
Henry, on Dec. 3, 2016.
son, Elíseo Manuel Durán,
Abigail Kendall O’Connell had
on Nov. 4, 2017.
a daughter, Nora Elizabeth, on
Beth Westfall Kaurs had a
Oct. 11, 2017 (Kevin; Katie, 2).
son, Weston Eric Kaurs, on
Abigail is an NICU registered
Jan. 17, 2017.
nurse with Nemours/A.I
duPont Hospital for Children.
Matt Laufenberg is the head

2004
Lindsay Harden married Scott
Tanquary in June 2017.
Piper Mead had a son, Crosby
Moran Mead, on Oct. 5, 2016
(Caroline; Clayton).
Amanda Tiffany completed her
Ph.D. at the Swiss Tropical and
Public Health Institute in Basel,
Switzerland, and has accepted
a position as an epidemic intelligence service officer with the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

swimming coach at St. Francis
High School.

Kara Benning Meler had
twin daughters, Allison and
Megan, on June 1, 2017. She is
a full-time mom and part-time
family medicine physician in
an underserved rural area in
Missouri. (Jason; Elsa, 4, and
Claire, 2).
Emily Antonides Zettergren
had a son, Easton Paul, on
June 25, 2017 (Eric; Camden, 2).

2006

Nick Stafford had a son,
Gunner Gavin, on March 21,
2017 (Jessica; Maximus, 3).

Kristene Pinkston Anderson
had a daughter, Madelyn, on
Nov. 29, 2016 (Joel).

Robyn Matzen White had a
daughter, Annemarie Michelle
White, on April 5, 2016 (Billy).

Kate Goier Boyens teaches
English learners at Scott
Elementary School in Naperville
(Ill.) CUSD 203 and was named
a 2016-2017 Teachers for Global
Classrooms (TGC) Fellow. TGC
is a yearlong, fully funded professional development

opportunity for U.S. elementary,
middle and high school
teachers to become leaders
in global education.
Lindsey Bean Kampwerth had
a son, Jerome Allen Kampwerth,
in March 2017 (Jerod; Willa).
She is director of assistive
technology at Paraquad in
St. Louis.
Kristen Tansor Kelly had a
daughter, Caitlin Marie, on
Feb. 8, 2017 (Kevin).
Misty Blomquist Szewczyk had
a son, Benson Miller Szewczyk,
on Dec. 28, 2016 (Jonathan;
Elliette).
John VandeWalle, who makes
metal sculpture, was a featured
artist at the 2017 Riverssance
Festival of Fine Art in
Davenport, Iowa.

2007
Kaitlin Bradley married Jared
Holtgrave on Sept. 16, 2016.
She is a physical therapist at
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s
Hospital of Chicago.
Melissa Cinquegrani-Pence
had a son, Hudson Michael
Pence, on June 28, 2017 (Jesse).
Leanne Schiro Schluetter
owns Greenwood Family
Chiropractic. She had a son,
Brice Joel Schlueter Jr., on
April 19, 2017.

2008
Meagan Bicker Ackerman had
a son, Owen Daniel Ackerman,
on May 1, 2017.
Jamie Haney had a son,
Brayden, on July 11, 2017.
Stephen Hofstad and
Chaundre White ’09 were
married on Oct. 7, 2016.
Stephen is an executive chef,
and Chaundre is a trial
attorney.
Emily Johnson earned a
Master of Science in Library
and Information Science from
the School of Information
Sciences at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
in August 2017.

Aron Lees and his wife, Camilla,
are the co-franchisees of the
Jersey Mike’s Subs that opened Kara Wiseman Palmer had a
recently in Davenport, Iowa.
son, Hudson James Palmer, on
Nov. 18, 2016.

2009

Deidre Leist Brown and her
husband, Dan, welcomed a
daughter, Harper, in July 2017.
Deidre is a physician assistant
at Dermatological Care in
St. Louis, Mo.
Parker and Meghan Leahy
Caby had a son, Henry
Garrison Caby, on July 11, 2017.
Scott Cunningham married
Kristen Engle in July 2015. He
received a Master in Divinity
from Chicago Theological
Seminary and was ordained in
the United Church of Christ in
2016. He is serving as associate
pastor of children and youth
at St. Paul United Church of
Christ in Oak Harbor, Ohio.
Matt Hiett and Kayla Alden ’10
Hiett had a daughter, Margaret
Allison Hiett, in June 2017.
Hannah Petitt Hodgson and
Michael Hodgson had a
daughter, Olive Marie, on
May 3, 2017. She is a bilingual
speech-language pathologist
in CCSD#15, Palatine, Ill.
Stephanie Hortsman married
Ed Suerth on April 29, 2017.
She received a master’s of
education in curriculum and
instruction from National
Lewis University on Sept. 15,
2017. She is a teacher in the
Oak Park (Ill.) School District.
Tim Koltveit is an assistant
vice president in the
Agricultural Banking
Department at First Bank of
Manhattan in Manhattan, Ill.
Ben Krueger and Cambria
Cook ’08 Krueger had a son,
Crosby Earl, on April 18, 2017
(Cora, Cole).

Craig Riley earned his MBA
from Aurora University in 2015.
He is a product development
manager at Barco Products.
He had a son, Mason, in 2016
(Parker).
Lucie VanHecke was married
on campus last summer to
Sean Turnipseed. They planned
to get married by the Slough,
but it drained due to a broken
city pipe a couple weeks before
the wedding so they moved
the location to the Founders
courtyard. “It was a lovely day
and very special to go back to
a place where I spent so much
time,” Lucie said.
Chaundre White and Stephen
Hofstad ’08 were married on
Oct. 7, 2016. Chaundre is a trial
attorney, and Stephen is an
executive chef.
David Wunderlich and his
wife, Kellie, had a daughter,
Josephine Louise, on
Jan. 22, 2016.

2010
Brett Anderson married Lydia
Housley on March 18, 2017.
Kira Brabeck is director of
marketing for BettPlex, an
indoor/outdoor entertainment
sports complex in Bettendorf,
Iowa.

Digitizing
Augustana history
The Augustana Historical Society
(AHS) has a secret. But it’s seeking
your help in making sure that’s no
longer the case.
Since it was established in 1930,
the AHS has published more than 50
books, and several times that number
Lisa Huntsha ’10
of newsletters and special publications
on not just the “Big Stories,” but the
nooks and crannies of Augustana history as well. Now, under the
leadership of Lisa Huntsha ’10, a Swenson Swedish Immigration
Research Center archivist and an AHS board member, the society’s
publications are being digitized and made freely available to
anyone interested.
“To me it’s about access, and breaking down barriers,”
Huntsha said. “The ultimate goal is the creation of new scholarship
on subjects related to Augustana history.”
The average cost of digitizing an AHS book is about $100, so
the society is seeking sponsors who would be recognized for
their role in the digitization. All of the finished products will be
made available at digitalcommons.augustana.edu/ahs. Digital
Commons is the college’s home for online scholarship.
There are still dozens of publications waiting to be digitized,
but for Huntsha, it’s a welcome task. “Personally, as an Augustana
grad, I like having a hand in cataloguing and preserving this
history,” she said.
In addition to regular publications, the Augustana Historical
Society sponsors two annual programs. On April 18, Dr. James
Lambrecht talked about the history of the Augustana Band in the
100th year since it returned from seeing service in World War
I as the Sixth Illinois Regimental Band.
To find out more about the digitization project, AHS
membership or upcoming programs, email Huntsha at
lisahuntsha@augustana.edu.
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Brittany O’Brien married Brian
Mendoza in January 2017. She
is an ESL teacher at Conant
High School in Schaumburg,
Ill. She received her master’s in
ESL from Concordia University.

– Kai Swanson ’86, president of the Augustana Historical Society

Mannheim School District 83,
headquartered in Franklin
Park, Ill.
Jake Glimco and Emily
Timmons ’13 Glimco had a
son in July 2017.

Laura Dybel married Mark
Bertoncini on Oct. 20, 2017,
in Indian Creek, Ill.

Jessica Devore Gregg had a
daughter, Avery Elizabeth, on
March 11, 2017 (Matthew).

Amanda Plucker Flynn had a
son, Thomas Joseph, on May 1,
2017 (Joseph).

Jennifer Zullo Gutierrez earned
her MBA from Benedictine
University in June 2017.

Ashley Fuqua married Brett
Darst on July 9, 2016. She is a
third-grade teacher with

Kayla Alden Hiett and Matt
Hiett ’09 had a daughter,
Margaret Allison Hiett, in
June 2017.

Kelly Magoon married Sam
Greenstreet on Sept. 22, 2017.
She is an orthopedic physician
assistant in Rockford, Ill.
Monica Seif Mercer had a
daughter, Willow Marie Mercer,
in April 2016 (Jon). She is a
fourth-grade teacher in the
Putnam City School District
in Oklahoma.
Erin O’Leary and Aaron
Setchell were married on
July 1, 2017.
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Cambria Cook Krueger and
Ben Krueger ’09 had a son,
Crosby Earl, on April 18, 2017
(Cora, Cole).
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Stephanie Dilling Schmid
completed a master’s in
mathematics with a focus on
community college education.
She is a math teacher with
Davenport Community Schools.

Shannon Haan Westblade is
the third-generation owner of
Haan’s 1830 Inn on Mackinac
Island in Michigan.

2011

Maggie Blackburn is a fifthgrade teacher and a soccer
coach at the middle school
and high school in the
Belvidere Community Unit
School District 100.

Ryan Ferguson married Emily
Bender ’13 on Oct. 14, 2017.
Eric Hanson married Carina
Schiltz on July 25, 2015. He received a Master of Divinity from
Wartburg Theological Seminary
in May 2016. In November 2017,
he was ordained as a Minister
of Word and Sacrament in the
ELCA. He serves as pastor
of Faith Lutheran Church in
Andover, Iowa.
Dani Rogers Hoefle had a
daughter, Lyla Jane Hoefle,
on Nov. 18, 2017 (Patrick).
Ashley Kemp and Jordan
Lohrens were married in
October 2014. They had a son,
Corbin, in August 2017.
Brittany Murphy and Tom
Marsden were married on
Nov. 12, 2016.
Lindsey Nicolaysen received
her master’s from Northern
Illinois University in 2016. She
is a web developer for Calamos
Investments in Naperville, Ill.
Kyle Nelson received a master’s
in sports administration from
Northwestern University in
2016. He is an academic
counselor for student-athletes
at the University of Minnesota.
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Becca Noffsinger is a product
designer at SpringCM in
Chicago.

28

Nick Rajsky married Amy
Sanders ’12 on Oct. 21, 2017.
They met while studying
abroad on Augustana’s 2010
East Asia term.
Hannah Schneider married
Jordan Cealey on June 17, 2017,
in Ascension Chapel.

2012  

Kyle Davis married Dianne
Goray on July 29, 2017.
Danae deVries is an associate
veterinarian at Wimberley
Veterinary Clinic in Wimberley,
Texas.
Alexa Fontana married Evan
Talbert on April 12, 2016. She is
director of marketing for Frank
Jewelers.
Catherine Foreman married
Cullen Hesterberg on Sept. 9,
2017. She received her DVM
from the University of Illinois
in 2016 and is an associate
veterinarian with Yates Equine
Veterinary Services in Indianapolis, Ind.

Amanda Wellhouse graduated
from the public history master’s
program at the University of
Northern Iowa in May 2016. She
is a gallery assistant for the
Children’s Museum (Phelps
Youth Pavilion) in the Waterloo
Center for the Arts and also a
museum assistant at the Grout
Museum District in Waterloo,
Iowa.

2013
Maggie Barnes graduated from
the University of Wisconsin
School of Medicine and Public
Health in May 2017, earning a
Doctor of Medicine. She began
her emergency medicine
residency program at Regions
Hospital in Saint Paul, Minn.,
in June 2017.
Emily Bender married Ryan
Ferguson ’11 on Oct. 14, 2017.
Emily Timmons Glimco and
Jake Glimco ’10 had a son in
July 2017.
Michael Gyetvay is a senior
accounting associate with
Home Chef LLC.

Brooke Schmidt graduated
from the University of Illinois
at Springfield with a master’s
in human development
counseling with focus in late
adolescent and early adult
development in a college
setting.
Bryn Spejcher graduated from
Washington University School
of Medicine with a Ph.D. in
audiology. She is a senior
audiologist with the UCLA House
Children’s Hearing Center,
working in clinics in Thousand
Oaks and Los Angeles.
Will Tolmie and Brittney
Bush ’14 were married on
Aug. 26, 2017.
Kellie Miller Walljasper
completed an M.S.Ed. in school
counseling from Western Illinois
University in 2016. She is a
school counselor at Sudlow
Intermediate in the Davenport
Community School District.

2014

Drew Barnes is the marketing
and sales manager for
Medieval Times in Scottsdale,
Andrew Heidtke
Amber Brackett Krusza and
Ariz., scheduled to open in late
her husband, Adam, had a son married Elizabeth Hall ’15
2018 or early 2019. He earned
on Oct. 7, 2017.
in August 2016.
an MBA with a concentration in
Edward Latham is the assistant Emily Kitterman celebrated two management consulting from
years as a district executive
Benedictine University in Lisle,
director, strategic research
with
the
Boy
Scouts
in
Northern
Ill., in December 2017.
analysis at the University of
Illinois
in
July
2017.
She
is
now
Chicago Medicine.
Brittney Bush and Will
a development manager with
Tolmie ’13 were married on
Amy Moon married Kevin Pettit Playworks Indiana.
Aug. 26, 2017.
on June 17, 2017.
John McSpadden graduated
Emily Butts graduated from
Kyle Pankow and Callie Gladish from Washington University
National Louis University with
Pankow had a son, Oliver,
in St. Louis with a master’s in
a master’s in curriculum and
on July 2, 2017.
aerospace engineering.
instruction, with a concentration
Andrew Nice is the chief
Jennesa Miller graduated with in bilingual/ESL.
operating officer of Medical City a Ph.D. in physical therapy
McKinney in McKinney, Texas.
from Northern Illinois University Colby Carr is a fourth-year
in May 2017. She married Derrick medical student at Trinity
Amy Sanders married Nick
School of Medicine.
Atherton on Sept. 23, 2017.
Rajsky ’11 on Oct. 21, 2017.
Katie Kornus is a Spanish
They met while studying
Greg Patton is a lieutenant
teacher at Edgewood High
abroad on Augustana’s 2010
in the United States Marine
East Asia term.
Corps. He works as an aviation School of the Sacred Heart in
Madison, Wis. She completed
maintenance officer for an
Katie Walker is attending
her third season as a track and
Osprey helicopter squadron.
optometry school to earn a
cross country coach at Madison
doctorate of optometry.
Robin Quinn married Nathan
Memorial High, in which her
Mittelbrun ’15 in June 2017.
distance athletes qualified for

ALUMNI NEWS

A good time for sure! These graduates from the classes of 2013-2017 joined President Steve
Bahls and other alumni, parents and friends at the annual Winter in the Windy City reception
in late January. We thank Scott Petersen ’68 for again hosting this popular reception in downtown
Chicago. Photo by Drew Barnes ’14

Ryan McAuliffe earned his
master’s in biomedical sciences
at Midwestern University,
Downers Grove, Ill., in May
2017. He attends medical
school at Midwestern University,
Glendale, Ariz.
Colleen O’Leary and David
Volland ’15 were married on
June 10, 2017.
Kierra Smith recently joined
Deloitte in Bermuda. Kierra
started with Deloitte, an
international professional
services company and one
of the “Big Four” accounting
firms, as an intern while at
Augustana, and was hired fulltime when she graduated.

2015
Elizabeth Hall and Andrew
Heidtke ’13 were married on
Oct. 7, 2017.
Brian Jozwiak is the choral
director at Woodstock High
School in Woodstock, Ill.
Gabrielle Potter received a
Master of Science from the
University of Texas at Dallas
in 2017.

Gary Miller continues with his
standup, writing and acting.
His feature film “Army and
Coop” will be released in 2018.
He has a production company
called Best Worst Cantina.
Nathan Mittelbrun and Robin
Quinn ’13 were married in
June 2017.
Madison Neece completed two
terms of national service with
AmeriCorps in the Twin Cities,
and is now the community
programs coordinator at
Great Rivers United Way in
LaCrosse, Wis.
Elizabeth Rizzi earned her
master’s in speech pathology
from Illinois State University
in May 2017. She is a speechlanguage pathologist at
Mid-Valley Special Education
Cooperative in St. Charles, Ill.
Arsal Shareef is a market
specialist with Allsteel in
Muscatine, Iowa.
David Voland and Colleen
O’Leary ’14 were married on
June 10, 2017.

2016
Michelle Dempster works for
Best Buddies in Peoria, Ill.
She competed in the 2016
Champion of the Year for
Best Buddies Illinois and was
runner-up, raising more than
$10,000 for the organization.
Elizabeth Gehrmann is in her
second year as a Ph.D. student
in organic chemistry at Iowa
State University.
Selena Gonzalez is resident
director and coordinator for
community wellness at St.
Xavier University in Chicago.
She is pursuing a master’s
in higher education at Loyola
University.

Meg Green has speechlanguage pathology internships
at an elementary school and
a rehabilitation hospital. She
completed her master’s in
May 2017.
Bennett Hartman is in medical
school at Creighton University
in Omaha, Neb.
Brendan McBride recently
finished assistant teaching
English in Spain for more than
10 months. He now is a sales
representative for The Call
Center School in Chicago.
James McSpadden graduated
from North Central College
with an MBA in finance.
Brett Mignin is on a fellowship
at the University of WisconsinMadison in Scandinavian
studies.

Heather Gorsenger is a firstgrade teacher at Prophetstown
Elementary School in
Prophetstown, Ill. She also is a
seasonal camp director for Girl
Scouts of Northern Illinois.

Brandon Motzel is enrolled
in medical school at A.T. Still
University in Kirksville, Mo.

Alex Gorsuch is a sales
representative with Infinity
Transportation.

Rebecca Pollard is a secondgrade teacher at Oak Elementary
School in Albany, Ore.

Alyssa Graffy is an admissions
coordinator for Heartland
Home Health Care, Hospice
and IV Care in Milwaukee.
She is pursuing a master’s in
healthcare administration.

Mariah Logan is the worship
arts coordinator at Calvary
Church of the Quad Cities in
Moline, Ill.

AUGUSTANA MAGAZINE | SPRING 2018

the state championship. Katie
also received her secondary
teaching certification.
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Linnea Ritchie is a second-year
Ph.D. student in the biology
department at Syracuse
University. She is studying
bacterial natural products and
their expression in non-native
hosts.

Deaths

Sara Ruzevich is pursuing her
Master of Social Work from
Aurora University. She is a
caseworker at PLOWS Council
on Aging.

William Zaruba ’40 on March
27, 2017. He is survived by his
daughter, Janet Zaruba ‘79
Hanen.

Robert Scott works in
marketing and talent at Moore
Colson CPAs and Advisors,
Atlanta.
Kylie Siebert is the marketing
manager for the Quad City
Mallards and an assistant
volleyball coach at Augustana.
Sergio Tekeli is pursuing a
master’s in public health with
a concentration in health policy
and administration at Saint
Louis University. He also is a
graduate research assistant.
Jacob Torres and Kendall
Smith were married on
Oct. 20, 2017. Jacob is pursuing
a master’s at Western Illinois
University.

2017
Erienne Davis is attending
graduate school at Western
Illinois University.
Sam Dunklau earned the
award for overall excellence
in professional radio from
the Iowa Broadcast News
Association in May 2017.
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Emily Grooms is a graduate
teaching assistant and enrolled
in the Specialist Program in
School Psychology at Western
Illinois University.

30

Robert Rosene is a graduate
research assistant and attends
the University of Arkansas,
pursuing a master’s in
agricultural economics.

Notices received as of Jan. 1,
2018.
E. Lucile McHard ’39 on May
5, 2017. Survivors include her
son, Samuel McHard ’73.

Gertrude Collins ’41 on June
15, 2017.
Frances Zaruba ’41 on Jan. 18,
2017. She is survived by her
daughter, Janet Zaruba ’79
Hanen.
Carma Drechsler ’42 on Oct.
11, 2017. Survivors include her
husband, Jo Drechsler ’51.
Myrtle Engstrom ’42 on July
22, 2017. Survivors include
her sons, Carl Engstrom ’69,
Gordon Engstrom (father of
Whitney) and Norman
Engstrom ’73; granddaughters,
Carrie Engstrom ’03 Crowe,
Whitney Engstrom ’09 Wilson
and Jennifer Engstrom ‘95
Winn; and grandson, Matthew
Engstom ’96.
Ralph Carlson ’43 on Nov. 23,
2016. Survivors include his
wife, Cynthia Carlson, and
daughter, Meredith Carlson ’74.
Robert Hawkinson ’45 on
March 18, 2017. He is survived
by his wife, Rhoda Hawkinson.
Norma Erickson ’45 Olson
on Aug. 1, 2017.
John Erickson ’47 on Sept. 27,
2017. Survivors include his
wife, Marian Erickson; son,
Thomas Erickson ’75; daughter,
Jean Erickson ’80 Whickman;
and sister Joan Erickson ’45
Swedberg.
Louise Carlson ’47
Gustafson on Dec. 24, 2016.
She is survived by her sons,
Brian Gustafson ’73 and Todd
Gustafson ’81.
Gareth Linder ’47 on April 7,
2017. Survivors include his
daughter, Christine Linder ‘69
White.

Dagny Rechkemmer-Staub ’47
on Sept. 25, 2017.
F. Pauline Ekeberg ’48 Frazee
on July 19, 2017. She is
survived by her husband,
George Kulles ’49.
Greta Albrecht ’48 Fryxell on
Sept. 24, 2017.
Jean Kusy ’48 Kulles on
July 18, 2017. She is survived by
her husband, George Kulles ’49.
Hellen Nordi ’49 Berntson on
Dec. 13, 2017. She is survived
by her daughter, Regina Maurus
’78 Bergstrom, and her son,
Jeffrey Maurus ’69.
Warren Hinkle ’49 on
July 21, 2017.
Robert Lindley ’49 on Sept.
21, 2017. Survivors include his
wife, Patricia Lindley, and sons,
Christopher Lindley ’79 and
Michael Lindley ’76.
Marilyn Sandberg ’49 Olson
on June 16, 2017. Survivors
include her sister-in-law,
Greta Hellberg ’52 Sandberg.
Robert Ceperley ’50 on
Aug. 1, 2017.
Francis Martin ’50 on
Aug. 11, 2017.
Warren Nelson ’50 on
July 17, 2017.
Nelda Gooding ’50 Pollner on
Oct. 8, 2017. Survivors include
her daughter, Heather Pollner
’82 Reardon, and brother-in-law,
Henry Pollner ’52.

Richard Scherling ’51 on July
23, 2017. He is survived by
his wife, Beverly Johnson ’51
Scherling.
Bernard Schmidt ’51 on
June 23, 2017.
Janis Schrage ’52 Benson on
Oct. 18, 2017. Survivors include
her husband, Philip Benson
’51; daughters, Kate Benson
‘83 Farrell and Emily Benson
’90; and son, Matthew
Benson ’83.
Gerald Broman ’52 on
Aug. 15, 2015.
Alice Boyd ’52 Pilcher on
May 16, 2017.
Robert Sutherland ’52 on
Dec. 15, 2017.
Byron Swanson ’52 on Oct.
24, 2017. Survivors include his
wife, Kathryn Swanson, and
son, Brad Swanson ’86.
Kenneth Bell ’53 on
June 17, 2017.
John Benson ’53 on June 18,
2017. Survivors include his
wife, Beverly Benson; daughter,
Janet Benson ’76 Triner;
granddaughter, Jennifer Triner
’02; and grandson, Joshua
Louis ’07.
Melicent Whitman ’53 Hanson
on Dec. 12, 2016.
Joann Olander ’53 on
March 30, 2015.
George Schaub ’53 on
Nov. 13, 2017.

Barbara Willett ’50 Seyfarth
on April 23, 2017.

A. Joanne Carlson ’53 Snyder
on July 10, 2017.

Jack Trethewey ’50 on Sept.
12, 2017.

Russell Bolm ’54 on Sept. 17,
2017. He is survived by his wife,
Alyce Johnson ’57 Bolm.

Annabel Nelson ’51 Diamond
on May 15, 2017.
Walter Kall ’51 on
Nov. 23, 2016.
Walter Lofgren ’51 on Dec. 2,
2017. He is survived by his wife,
Shirley Johnson ’54 Lofgren.
Hope Ryden ’51 on June 18,
2017. Survivors include her
brother, Ernest Ryden ’53.

Donald Miller ’54 on Aug. 7,
2017.
Barbara Johnson Proteau ’54
on March 8, 2017.
Joan Taylor ’55 Sieb on March
30, 2017.
Robert Lodge ’56 on
Aug. 5, 2017.
Richard Pierce ’56 on
Nov. 8, 2017.

Jerry Larson ’57 on June 7,
2017. He is survived by his wife,
Barbara Moraw ’58 Larson,
and daughter, Dawn Larson ’85
Weiland.
Clyde Lundgren ’57 on
April 29, 2017.
Mary McQuaid ’57 on
Aug. 28, 2017.
Janet Swanson ’57 Meyer
on Oct. 23, 2017.
Mary Coolidge ’57 Nordstrom
on April 3, 2017.
Valeria Otten ’57 on
March 5, 2017.
Karin Bengston ’57 Swanson
on Sept. 20, 2016. Survivors
include her daughter,
Sonya Swanson ’81 Lindquist;
son, John Swanson ’86; and
daughter-in-law, Beth
Miller ’87 Swanson.
Nadean Larson ’58 Presnell on
April 7, 2017. She is survived by
her husband, Jerry Presnell.
Kenneth Stiegel ’58 on Dec. 9,
2017. He is survived by his wife,
Helen Jannes ’57 Stiegel, and
daughter, Andrea ’88 Jacobs.
Edwin Day ’59 on June 7, 2017.
Survivors include his son, Scott
Day ’86.
James Peterson ’59 on
Nov. 22, 2017. He is survived
by his wife, Marsha Peterson.
Lynne Johnson ’60 Rempe on
May 2, 2017.
Robert Butler ’61 on June 2,
2017. Survivors include his son,
Christopher Butler ’89.

’92; and daughters, Anne Marie
Schipper ’94 Peterson and
Kristen Schipper ’01.

Richard Johnson ’61 on Aug.
21, 2017. Survivors include his
wife, Shirley Bjorkman ’63
Johnson, and sons,
Thorsten Johnson ’87 and
Leif Johnson ’91.

Beverly Moody ’64 Bielema on
Aug. 4, 2017. Survivors include
her husband, Donald Bielema,
and son, Thad Bielema ’89.

Ann Krug ’61 on Sept. 26, 2017.
Survivors include her daughter,
Karen Krug ’61 Anderson.

Donald Hoornstra ’64 on
May 27, 2017. He is survived
by his wife, Susan Hoornstra.

Marilyn Newcomer ’61 Smith
on Nov. 21, 2017.
Donald Nystrom ’61 on July
31, 2017. Survivors include his
brother, Duane Nystrom ’56,
and sister-in-law, Helen Larson ’56 Nystrom.
P. John Seward ’61 on May 7,
2017. He is survived by his wife,
Dusty Seward, and sons
Bill Seward ’91 and Chet
Seward ’92.

Karen Swanson ’64 Hart on
March 4, 2017.

James Ingemanson ’65 on
June 24, 2017.
Kenneth Klabunde ’65 on April
28, 2017. Survivors include his
wife, Linda Klabunde.
Kristin Magnuson ’65 Wheeler
on July 26, 2017. She is survived
by her husband, Russell
Wheeler.
Ida Huffman ’66 Nitz on
May 12, 2017.

Richard Smith ’61 on
April 4, 2012.

Audrey Burns ’67 Anderson
on July 6, 2017.

Robert Viliunas ’61 on
Aug. 7, 2017.

Albert Kamig ’68 on May 4,
2017. Survivors include his
wife, Marilyn Karnig.

Sharon Peterson ’62 Brostrom
on July 8, 2017. Survivors
include her brother, David
Peterson ’66.
W.A. Tony Watts ’62 on
April 19, 2017. Survivors include
sister, Salli Watts ’65 Peterson,
and brother-in-law, Lester
Peterson ’63.
Dale Dose ’63 on May 9, 2017.
He is survived by his wife,
Shirley Dose.
Edward Loussaert ’63 on
Sept. 24, 2017.
Richard Lovelace ’63 on Nov. 9,
2017. He is survived by his wife,
Roberta Lovelace.
Eugene Schipper ’63 on
Dec. 2, 2017. Survivors include
his wife, Mary Lou Falbe ’65
Schipper; son, Paul Schipper

James Zethmayr ’68 on
April 30, 2017. He is survived by
his wife, Mary Gebka.
James Aho ’69 on July 11, 2017.
Ronald Hennick ’70 on April 7,
2016. He is survived by his wife,
Sandra Hennick.
Larry Peterson ’70 on
Aug. 2, 2017.
Brenda Graves ’71 on
Oct. 26, 2017.
Carol Lineback ’72 on June
2, 2017. Survivors include her
son, Richard Lineback ’82.
Linda Markward ’72 on Aug.
14, 2017. Survivors include her
husband, David Markward ’71.

Walter Michna ’72 on
Sept. 20, 2017.
Jeffrey Smith ’74 on
Feb. 22, 2017.
Daniel Drosopoulos ’75
on Sept. 11, 2017.

ALUMNI
ALUMNI NEWS

Paul Gustafson ’57 on
Dec. 4, 2017. Survivors include
his wife, Judith Peterson ’59
Gustafson; daughter, Karin
Gustafson ’84 Williams; and
son, Paul Gustafson Jr. ’86.

Donald Davis ’61 on May 20,
2017. He is survived by his wife,
Nancy Davis.

Robert Walas ’75 on May 8,
2017. Survivors include his
wife, Ann Walas.
Jack Nunn ’79 on
June 19, 2017.
Ronald Wright ’79 on
Sept. 27, 2017.
Cynthia Miller ’81 Hammerton
on July 4, 2016. Survivors
include her husband, Mark
Hammerton.
Kathleen Koski ’81 on
Aug. 9, 2017.
Mark Wilson ’81 on
May 28, 2017.
Cynthia Clementz ’84 DeCrane
on Aug. 23, 2017.
Patricia Vickroy ’84 on
Dec. 9, 2017. Survivors include
her daughter, Chantal Milem
’08 Irish.
Raymond Siwicki ’88 on
March 9, 2017.
Mark Crabtree ’95 on
June 5, 2017. Survivors include
his wife, Deborah Crabtree.
Javier Perez ’97 on Aug. 2,
2017. Survivors include his
wife, Kristen Glass Perez.
Adrian Barcus ’99 on
Aug. 10, 2017. Survivors
include his wife, Katrina
Bergman ’00 Barcus.
Sarah Williamsem ’99 Watson
on Oct. 16, 2017. Survivors
include her father, Charles
Williamsen ’67, and mother,
Mary Ward ’74 Williamsen.
John Michael ’99 on Oct. 23,
2017. Survivors include his
wife, Lenna Michael.
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Kerry Alexander ’57 on
Dec. 14, 2016.
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Augustana organizes
President’s Advisory Council
The goal of the recently established President’s Advisory Council at Augustana is to advise the president and
the Board of Trustees about effective ways to engage stakeholders, plan for the future of the college, ensure
Augustana sustainability and fulfill the college’s mission.
Appointed by the president, Advisory Council directors meet twice a year and coordinate their work with
other volunteer organizations, including the Board of Trustees and Alumni Board, to advance the strategic
goals of the college, which include engagement, education and fund raising. They are guided by the college’s
strategic plan, Augustana 2020.
Activities are generally based upon information and recommendations provided by the president, the
President’s Cabinet, as well as from other alumni, college administrators, students or faculty.
PRESIDENT’S ADVISORY COUNCIL DIRECTORS
Greg Bednar ’82
Glenview, Ill.
Ernst & Young; Partner (retired)

R.C. (Rick) John ’79
Moline, Ill.
The Sedona Group; President

Andy Boettcher ’03
Deerfield, Ill.
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago;
Quantitative Manager

Steve Johns ’85
Carmel, Ind.
BidPal; Chief Executive Officer

Michal Brunell ’65
Wheaton, Ill.
Investment Banker (retired)
Charles Drost ’01
Arlington Heights, Ill.
Byline Bank; Senior VP, Group
Head, Commercial Banking
Michael Gapen ’91
Larchmont, N.Y.
Barclays; Managing Director,
Head of U.S. Economics Research
Mark Harrington ’64
St. Louis, Mo.
Wells Fargo; Broker,
Registered Representative
Da De Hong ’86
El Cerrito, Calif.
PricewaterhouseCooper (retired)
Mohammed A. Hussain ’87
Huntington Park, Calif.
HIC; Director

Mark Johnson ’91
Fairfax Station, Va.
Toyota; Lobbyist
Jason Ketchum ’05
Chicago, Ill.
Outcome Health;
Executive Director
Allyson Martinez ’13
Chicago, Ill.
William Blair & Co.; Investment
Strategist–Global Macro
Matt McSparin ’84
Edwardsville, Ill.
Edison’s Entertainment;
President/CFO/Owner

Vivian Stoeger ’07 Myers
Chicago, Ill.
RSM US LLP;
Assurance Senior Manager
Shelby Olson ’79
Alexandria, Va.
Right Management;
Senior Career Management
Consultant and Leadership Coach
R. Dale Owen ’99
Rock Island, Ill.
Ascentra Credit Union;
President and CEO
Brigit Ray ’07
Iowa City, Iowa
University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics; Family Physician,
Clinical Assistant Professor
in Family Medicine
Keith Toms ’02
Cambridge, Mass.
McCarter & English, LLP; Partner

Bill Mele ’08
New York, N.Y.
Google; Strategy and Operations
Manager

Jordan Voigt ’09
Bettendorf, Iowa
Genesis Health System;
President, Genesis Medical Center

Eliot R. Mosby ’03
Woodridge, N.J.
United Airlines; Managing Director,
Global Catering

Tavares D. Williams ’07
La Grange, Ill.
Terry Williams, LLC; President

639-38th Street
Rock Island, Illinois
61201-2296

Parents If this magazine is
addressed to a graduate who
has established a new address,
please have your graduate notify us
at www.augustana.edu/update.

BASKETBALL ELITE—FOUR YEARS STRAIGHT
Coach Grey Giovanine’s Vikings did it again! For the fourth straight year, the men’s basketball team battled
its way to the Elite Eight of the NCAA Division III Tournament. The Vikings are the first DIII team to achieve
that streak since SUNY Potsdam in the early 1980s. Here, the team celebrates after winning the 2018 CCIW
Tournament Championship in the Carver Center. The Vikings finished the year 25-6, losing in overtime
to the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh before a standing-room-only crowd in Carver.

