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hove=knld exami~~*'~1 rolls, w**~1 appeared in SAG, Vol. V. No. 2 (June
198,). poth of these contributious suould L. onsulted before pr...:ding with
this article.

The Role of the Genealog society

Before determining whether the regional and '~~~ gene~'- zical societies
can be of help in the study of one’s Swedish family, 1t 1s important to be aware of
certain conditions. These societies vary in size, from a membership of several
hundred, down to those containing a dozen or two members.

Some societies have been active for years and are made up of many
experienced researchers. Others are recently organized and their memberships
may consist mostly of beginners. Many Swedish genealogists are also students of
local history. In some areas there is only one society serving the needs of both
types of students. Usually this can be determined from the name and the
objectives of the society.

The demographic changes within Sweden during the last one hundred years
have been monumental. Many individuals have moved. There are Swedish
communities where only a few of the residents have their roots in the locality.
Usually, though, there are always a few members in a local society, who are
conversant with local conditions and who have engaged in family research in
these areas.

Ascan be seen in Nils Hird af Segerstad’s article, the source materials are to
be found in the central or regional archives. The parish records of the last 100
years, however, may be found in the local parish. It is also quite usual, that the
'~~~T public library has a collection of microfilms or microfiche of the older
material, particularly that which has a relationship to the local scene.

Quite often local researchers have made copies of parts of the parish’s older
material, sometimes even containing indexes, lists of farm owners, etc. These
individuals canthere  eswiftly and without too much effort pinpoint pertinent
material dealing with inhabitants of a certain parish and their family
connections.

A . Hard af Segerstad has mentioned, there are a number of printed
family nmisiorie  ienealogical collections, lists of professional groups, etc.
available ‘- the various libraries, sometimes fully indexed. But there is also a vast
amount or literature dealing with local history, published in limited editions,
which usually does not a__..rint___ sibliographical lists of national character.
Even if included in these bibliographies, they may not, by the title alone, indicate
that they contain genealogical material. On the local level, however, these facts
are well known, and individuals in the local societies can usually furnish this
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