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Remedial Reading Strategies

Anna Dispensa
lllinois Reading Council Conference, Fall 2017 Augustana College

Abstract Close Reading Research

Over seven weeks spanning from the end of March of 2017 to the » Before implementing the strategy of close reading, | researched close

beginning of May of 2017, our EDUC 354 remedial reading methods reading to ensure that it would be appropriate in helping my group of

class worked with small guided reading groups of second grade students to achieve and improve upon their deficits. One research

students. The students whom we worked with were from a article in which I examined was entitled “Close Reading in Elementary

Midwestern elementary school containing kindergarten through sixth Schools” and can be found on page 179 of the November 2012 edition

grade students. The purpose of working with these students was to of The Reading Teacher journal. The purpose of the study was to

Identify areas of deficit in relation to literacy skills and use this data examine the effectiveness of the literacy strategy of close reading

to plan guided reading group lessons that were appropriate for within the elementary school classroom.

helping the students to improve upon these areas of deficit. In order » The study found that there were five main features related to close

to determine these areas of deficit, we assessed students using reading that are necessary to use in order to properly carry out this

Reading Running Records, analyzed these records to help us plan literary strategy. These features include using short passages, using

lessons for the students, and, at the end of the time we worked with complex texts, limiting frontloading, repeatedly reading the text,

the students, reassessed the students in order to determine whether or focusing on text-dependent questions, and annotating the text. The

not they had Improved In regards to these areas of deficit. study further went into detail explaining the ways in which these Results
features of close reading could be modified in order to make them : : :

Edwin’s Haircu 2 appropriate for elementary school students. The modifications related + Overall, all (.)f the _students |mprove(_1| on th_elr decoding and

e Sl WS to who should be reading the text, frontloading, types of questions that comprehension skills. Two lessons in particular that stood out were
should be asked, and teaching annotation. Overall, the article conducted during the f ITth and sixth weeks of _worklng W'th. the
concluded that close reading can, indeed, be used effectively In studentg. we rgad a b'g.bOOk s wel! as an article on caterpillars and
elementary school classrooms as long as it is paired with other but_terflles, which contained many difficult vocab_ulary terms as well
Instructional practices and modified in order to fit the needs of younger s _|deas that were new tq the students. Aﬁe_r readl_ng the book and
elementary school students. artlcle_ t_hrough the first time, | chose specific sections of the text
 In addition to this research article, readwritethink.org also provided me contammg hlghe_r -level vocabulary words for the student§ to_close
read. While reading, the students were able to use strategies in terms

with some insightful information in regards to close reading. More

specifically, the author of the page on close reading, Scott Filkins, ot decoding words and ultimately correctly use these words In

Teachers of English. readwritethink.org,

Statement of Problem provided examples of how teachers should implement close reading EZQ;ZXS' -cl)-r:etr:ugs:tt:x\;ve,br\efi;oo?btlhee?e) :/C:c)erzis\,lvlr;itl tzzgvgggssg}?am
_ __ within the classroom. Filkins suggested that teachers practice using a P . ] .I . 9 . d?: bIS ’

For my group of students, the major area of deficit was related to text themselves before engaging the students with the text as well as metamorpqo§|§, and molting, cocoon, predators, prey, and Nerbivores.
answering questions beyond and about the text. The students made asking students similar questions to the questions that they had * The students” improvements could also be seen through their final
many visual errors related to decoding and only using the first letter or oreviously examined. running record results. From this, it was evident that all of the
part of a word to decode the word. These visual mistakes impeded the + From the analysis of close reading, 1 am able to understand the students |_mprc_)ved. In ggneral, the students mgde less visual errors
students’ comprehension and fluency ar_ld impacted their ability to srinciples of close reading, the benefits of close reading, the than _the_flrst tlme sho_wmg me that they have improved upon
answer beyond and about the text questions. In order to address ana modifications to close reading that can be used to make it appropriate monitoring their reading. The students also were able to answer more
improve upon these deficits, | began with a goal in mind relating to for elementary school students, as well as how to implement close of the questions beyond and about the text accurately also showing
word solving. My hope was that the students would better be able to reading within an elementary school classroom. Due to the knowledge me that the students are better able to understand what they are
decode words and thus use these words to think about the meaning of that | have gained on the literary strategy of close reading, | ultimately reading and ultimately read for meaning. Overall, clearly, through
the text. After this, | transitioned into the goal relating to answering the decided that the implementation of this strategy with my group of these lessons, the students were able to use the close reading strategy
beyond and about the text questions. My hope was that once | was able students would be very beneficial. to decode words as well as think about principles within, beyond, and
to teach the students strategies and skills necessary to read for about the text.
meaning, they would be able to apply these strategies within their own o e, T
reading and thus be able to answer these higher-level questions. From Caterpillar to l () S
Throughout the seven weeks of working with the students, while | TERFLY ources

' I " BN\ 1, Deborah Heiligman rmectPller bas ?ﬁs';ff”" ,-neéi,i?r‘;?g I being
tested out many different strategies, the strategy that | consistently RRRY tissraed by Bari wgmcf . Fisher, Douglas., and Nancy Frey. “Close Reading in Elementary
used throughout the term was close reading. o ”’mghf"ld";ep’Zg,t‘r’n”hmwddt Schools.” The Reading Teacher, vol. 66, no. 3, 2012, pp.179-188.

Contact ;ftr%y”,,,’y’"e;’:gwr’;iﬁ,lyt”gvj‘%h’ - Filkins, Scott. “Close Reading of Literary Texts.” National Council of
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