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The Girl With the Flaming Crown:

The Longevity of Sankta Lucia and Swedish Tradition at Augustana

“In some ways, being Sankta

5 , Lucia is...an honor...| think, at

Origins:
Sankta Lucia Is a Swedish
tradition dating back to, as the

story goes, a time when
Christians were facing

persecution by the Roman
Empire 304 AD, the year a girl
named Lucia was born in
Roman Sicily. The tale states

that Lucia had been betrothed ‘| was Lucia in ‘84 and it...wasn’t the next one, it
to a Roman pagan nobleman was the one in '86. Lisa Eck was Lucia that year

and on her way down the steps after the

Event Profile:

The role of Sankta Lucia
traditionally goes to the oldest

“Being selected for it, among the
students...in Scandinavian

T EO IR AR C'aughter in a given family — the
getting an award... they choose role Is traditionally female. She
you because they feel like you've wears a crown of flaming white

80 e — been dedicated to the program” candles, a robe of white and a red
o gl - Dr. Hilton-Morrow
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sash. She Is accompanied in song
and procession by men and
women in the roles of “star boys”
and angels respectively. All are
garbed in white. At Augustana, the
event has been celebrated for
some 130 years at most — held In
various locations, namely In
Centennial Hall and later In
Wallenberg Hall and retaining as
much tradition as possible.
Augustana still even uses real,
burning candles, eschewing the
battery-powered candles of most
Swedish celebrations today. For
many In the community, the event
IS a cherished holiday tradition.

against her will, and she

refused to accept, due to her procession — or after the stage stuff was over and
[ ] = n , " [] I
vow of virginity. She was she was heading back out; the crown loosened!

t d to death due to h And slid down her head and around her neck.
SEN ence 0 dea ue O_ _er With candles falling out all over the place!”
revealing herselt as d Chr_lstlan, - Jill Seaholm on potential mishaps of the crown.
as well as for her disobedience.

The detalls of her execution
differ from account to account,
but what Is consistent IS her
ascension to sainthood post-

mortem — a reward for her
unwavering faith.
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"The;House' Goblin’ &

Cold is

<

the n%ght, and still, and strange, ¢
Stars they glitter:and shimmer.

In 2013, Erek Bell became the

Ponders--some problem vexes, ”
LUC A 1994 Some strange riddle perplexes-- LuClﬂ 2002
Forest and field are silent all,
5 . Larson Hall’ 7 PM Frost their whole life congealing, TI{L’.Sdﬂy DCCCMbCV 17 7:00 P. M.
AsmguE e e e % Save that the roar of the waterfall
AT = : - 2

irst male student to play the role sl
on glides the moon in gulfs profound; :

Snow on the firs and pines around, g

Snow on the roofs is gleaming

All but the goblin are dreaming.

s
Gray he stands at the barnyard door, ks

Gray by the drifts of white there,
- Looks, as oft he has looked before,
Up at the moon so bright there;
Looks at the woods,; where the fir-trees tall|

Shut the ‘grange in with their dusky wall;
Ponders--some problem vexes,
Some strange riddle perplexes—-

Then the goblin, half in a dream,
' oy Thinks it is Time's unpausing stream.
- o Wonders wither 't is going,
of Sankta Lucia for the faculty
4

and staff smorgasbord. ‘ ,. s

Stars they glitter and shimmer,

All yet sleep in the lonely grange
Forest and field are 'silent all,

Frost their whole life congealing, 5

Sa'\'re that the roar of the waterfall
Faintly from far is stealing.

~ . Then the goblin, half in a dream,
Thinks 1t is Time's unpausing stream.

Soundly till morn shall gli
Now sinks the moon in night profound;
Snow on the firs and pines around,
Snow on the roofs is gleaming,
All but the goblin are dreaming.

This change of traditional roles

Wonders wither 't is goingy’

And from what spring 't is flowing.
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_Cold is the.night, and still, and stran
Stars they glitter:and shimmer, -

Swedish and Business Adminstration. Linnea attended the 2000
© xisAllvyet sTeép:in, the 1
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Summer School in Sweden. (She is also the REAL Nils Holgersson's

shows that while the longevity of

Our Tomte this year is Nicholas Lundholm of St. Cloud, MN. A
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junior Honors student in German and History, Nicholas is a veteran

f ; : of the 2002 Summer School in Sweden and was also an exchange
t h kt L . t d " t " h student at Stift Melk (Melk Monastery) in Austria, 2000-2001. (He

is also the grandson of Gertrude and the late Brynolf '"Beanie"

Lundholm).

bee N p fese rved : |t |S Stl I I : Swares Coffee, hot cider and Swedish Christmas cookies will be

served in the basement of Denkmann Hall immediately after

the program.

malleable to new Influences. Wednesday, December 14 T —

On March 30, 2003, the College voice faculty will feature the
Scandinavian Song Collection of C. Robert Larsson, under the
direction of Dr. Rayapati. More details later!
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