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Historical Sketch
The Swedish Olive Lodge #583 in
Moline, Illinois, was founded in 1875
by Job Tuffley, the Past Grand of the
Odd Fellowship in Moline and twelve
of its Swedish members. The statutes
for the lodge state that only Scan-
dinavians and people of Scandina-
vian descent can join the lodge and
that its official language is English.

The membership of the Swedish
Olive Lodge grew rapidly during the
first few decades and in 1901 the
Olive Lodge purchased a lot on 13th
Street and 5th Avenue in Moline to
erect a building for its members. The
new three-story building downtown
Moline was not however completed
and ready to be occupied until in
1908. The membership reached 732
in 1919 which marked the peak for
the membership. After the end of
WWII the membership began to
dwindle slowly. The lodge ceased to
exist in 1987.

The mission of the Olive Lodge
was to provide financial relief to its
members during illness and to pro-
vide death benefits to beneficiaries.
The lodge also maintained a burial
lot at the Riverside Cemetery in
Moline for members without families
in the area. In addition the Lodge
eventually added a social dimension
to its activities and hosted gatherings
for members and owned a tavern.The
Swedish Olive Lodge followed the
teachings set by the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF) estab-
lished in North America in 1819
which was to give aid to those in need
and pursue projects for the benefit
of all mankind.

Their archives were donated in
1992 to the Swenson Center in Rock
Island by a former member. They
were processed by David Wise and

Christina Johansson in 2004. The
collection is  30 linear ft. in 54 boxes,
and is open to research. More infor-
mation on the contents can be found
at
<http://www.augustana.edu/
x14795.xml>

More was found
In the fall of 2010 Jill Seaholm wrote
to the SAG Editor:

“Maybe about 10 years ago, a
woman called me from the Mormon
branch library across the river in
Davenport, Iowa. She was cleaning
out some file box and found a set of
index cards that had lots of Swedish
names on them. It appeared to be
from some kind of lodge, but there
was nothing on any of the cards that
said which lodge. People were joining
the lodge from other local places and

Some members of the Olive Lodge #583
in Moline, Ill.

leaving it to go to other local places.
One day I happened to be looking

in our Swedish Olive Lodge records
for someone else and remembered
those cards. I compared the cards to
people in the SOL record book, and
they matched! So the cards had come
home to the right place where we had
the SOL records!”

The listing
Here are now the people in the
database. The earliest joined the
lodge in 1901, but the majority joined
from 1914 to 1947. After this listing
there are a number of additions from
Emibas, and these are ordered
according to the numbers in the main
listing.

The index card for Bengt Sigfrid Gävert, #42 in the list.

BY THE SWENSON CENTER STAFF & ELISABETH THORSELL
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Endnotes:
The following additions/corrections
have been found in the database
Emibas during a quick search. More
of these men can probably be found
in Swedish records by doing addi-
tional research.

The SAG Editor will be happy to
receive more information on these
lodge members.

1. Frans O. Abrahamsson immi-
grated 1911 from Kölingared,
using the surname of Karlsson.

4.  Carl J. Anderson transferred from
Muscatine Lodge #5.

5. Ernst Åke Andersson immigrated
in 1922 from Gräsmark.

7. Sven Filip Anderson was born in
Sankt Lars parish, E, and  immi-
grated from there in 1923. Accord-
ing to Emihamn his destination
was Orion, IL.

13. Johan Edvard Bergman was born
in Sankt Lars parish, E, and
immigrated from there in 1923..

14. Nils Axel Bernström was born in
Hammar parish, T, and immi-
grated from there in 1923.

15. Karl Oskar Bjurström was born
in Stora Tuna, W, and immigrated
from there in 1910.

16. Petrus Björklund was born in
Nordingrå, Y, and immigrated
from there in 1904.

17. Lars Robert Borg was born in
Stora Tuna, W, and immigrated
from there in 1923.

18. Robert E. Borg’s home place
might be Rønne on the island of
Bornholm, Denmark.

20. Adolf Viktor Karlsson Persson
was born in Tryserum, H, and
immigrated from there in 1897.

21. Johan Algot Karlsson immigrated
from Ökna in 1923.

33. Erik August Ersson was born in
Arnäs, Y, and immigrated from
there in 1912.

35. Alfred Granath was born in Ör-
kened, L.

37. Karl August Gunnt was born in
Stora Kil, S, and immigrated from
there in 1913.

39. Karl B. Gustafsson was born in
Bringetofta, F, and immigrated
from there in 1928.



19Swedish American Genealogist 2010:3-4

41. Oscar W. Gustafson transferred
from Wanlock Lodge #848, Viola,
IL.

42. Bengt Sigfrid Gävert was born in
Nås parish, W, and immigrated
from Stora Tuna in 1910.

44. Anders Erik Hall immigrated
from Skorped, Y, in 1903.

45. Erik Gotthard Häll was born in
Rogslösa, E, and immigrated from
Herrestad, E, in 1903.

46. Christ Ibsen was possibly born at
Nexø on the island of Bornholm,
Denmark.

49. Karl Hjalmar Johansson immi-
grated from Hjulsjö, T, 1902.

50. David Verner Johansson was born
in Strå parish, E, and immigrated
from Ödeshög, E, in 1912.

60. Erik Samuel Gottfrid Kron was
born in Agnetorp, R, and immi-
grated from Tidaholm in 1905.

63. Björn Nils Johan Larsson immi-
grated in 1919 from Järna, W.

65. Sven Valdemar Larsson immi-
grated in 1927 from Vårdnäs, E.

68. Einar Ludvig Magnusson immi-
grated in 1916 from Forserum, F.

69. Axel Harald Markusson was born
in Grava, S, and immigrated in
1911 from there.

70. Per Hilding Markusson was born
in Grava, S, and immigrated in

1918 from there, and re-immi-
grated  in 1923 from Forshaga, S.

71. Johan Klas Reinhold Mellgren
was born in Södra Säm, P, and
immigrated in 1927 from there.

79. Joseph Axel Nelson was probably
born in Figeholm, Misterhult
parish, H.

84. Klas Vilhelm Pettersson was born
in Norra Råda, S, and immigrated
in 1897 from there.

85. David Ivar Pettersson was born
in Värna, E, and immigrated in
1910 from there.

92. Gustaf Arvid Söderberg has no
place of birth in Emibas, but
immigrated in 1926 from Kroppa,
S.

94. Gust Strand might be identical
with Gustaf Werner Standell, born
on the same date in Indal, Y, who
immigrated in 1909 from Timrå,
Y.

96. Arvid Herman Sundberg immi-
grated in 1914 from Gräsmark, S.

101. Carl Gustaf Svensson was born
in Jung, R, and immigrated in
1915 from Skövde, R.

106. Oskar Emanuel Tholin immi-
grated in 1931 from Leksberg, R.
(It is not known if he had immi-
grated earlier and returned to

Sweden; see when he joined the
lodge?)

107 Gunnar Uddberg might have
been born in Tidaholm, but not
found in Emibas.

109. Einar Wanholt might have been
born in Grenå, Denmark.

110. Johan A.Winblad was probably
a member of the Erik Winblad
family which, according to Emi-
hamn, immigrated in 1901 from
Göteborg with tickets for New
York. Their home place is given as
Amerika, which indicates that this
family had been in the U.S. before,
and now returned after a visit to
Sweden.

The family consisted of Erik
Winblad (41), wife Hanna (37), son
John (13), daughter Signe (9), son
Rudolf (4) and baby Axel (0).

Explanations:
The code letters for the various Swed-
ish län can be found on the inside
back cover of SAG.

DE = Germany
DK = Denmark
NO = Norway

This 1920s view shows Fifth Avenue in Moline, looking east from 14th Street. In the right foreground is the 1912 Peoples Service
Building, which was replaced by a bank parking lot in the 1960s. Peoples Power and its successor, Iowa-Illinois Gas and Electric
Company, had offices in the building over its entire history. Behind it is the 1918 eight-story bank building on the corner of 15th
Street. In the left foreground is the 1922 Carbro Building, which housed Carlson Brothers office supply for decades. The first
streetcar connection between Moline and Rock Island ran along 3rd Avenue (now River Drive), but by the time of this photo, the
main line came into downtown Moline along Fifth Avenue.(Photo: http://www.moline.il.us/departments/planning/historic).
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