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The last Swedish survivor of the Titanic
has passed on

Telegram & Gazette (Worcester, MA)
Sunday 7 May 2006.

Lillian Gertrud Asplund passed
away on Sunday 7 May 2006 in
Shrewsbury, Mass. at age 99.

Her claim to fame was an involun-
tary one – as a child she was one of
the survivors of the Titanic catas-
trophe on 15 April 1912. By 2006 she
and two younger persons in Great
Britain were the only living sur-
vivors, and she was the only one old
enough to have memories of that
fateful night.

Lillian was born 21 October 1906
in Worcester. She had a twin brother
Carl Edgar, and two older brothers,
Oscar Filip, born 12 December 1898,
and Clarence Gustaf Hugo, born 17
September 1902, both also born in
Worcester. A younger brother was
Edvin Roy Felix, born 19 March 1909
in Alseda, Jönköpings län, in Swe-
den.

The parents of the children were
the wire-worker Carl Oscar Vilhelm
Gustafsson Asplund and his wife
Selma Augusta Emilia Gustafsdotter
Johansson, both born in Alseda.

Carl’s family
Carl was born 7 May 1871 in the
cottage  Petersborg on the lands of
Germunderyd Skattegård in Alseda,
son of the smelter and sharecropper
Gustaf Johansson and his wife Chris-
tina Adelina Jönsdotter. Gustaf was
born 28 December 1842 in Alseda,
son of the sharecropper (torpare) Jo-
han Magnus Samuelsson and his
wife Anna Samuelsdotter. Christina
Adelina was born 13 September 1844
in nearby Skede parish.

Somewhere in the early 1870s
Gustaf changed his surname to
Samuelsson, the same as his father
used.

On 4 August 1874 a daughter,

Hulda Christina Wilhelmina, was
born, the second and last child of the
family.

In 1880 Gustaf got a work permit
for Stockholm, but what kind of work
is not mentioned.
 In 1886 the Samuelsson family
moved to another cottage, now on the
lands of Repperda Gustafsgård, also
in Alseda.

In 1890 son Carl immigrated the
first time, he left Göteborg on 18
April and had a ticket for Worcester
in the name of Asplund. He stayed
for a short time and then went back
home again. On 18 October 1892 he
immigrated again, now as the Amer-
ican Charles Asplund with a ticket
for New York.

Next year his sister Hulda left her
home on 30 May with a ticket for
Worcester.

The parents, Gustaf and Christina
stayed on at Repperda Gustafsgård.
Gustaf died 18 July 1906 from pneu-
monia, and Carl decided to take his
family home for a while to sort out
his father’s business, and they seem
to have left Worcester in 1907. Son
Felix was born in Alseda in 1909.

Eventually the Asplund family was
on its way back to America, and had
booked tickets on the very modern
ship Titanic of the White Star Line,
leaving from Southampton 10 April
1912.

Selma’s family
Selma Augusta Emilia was born 10
October 1873 at Vagnhester Pilagård
in Alseda, the first daughter to Gus-
taf Otto Johansson and his wife
Johanna Larsdotter. Gustaf Otto was
born 6 April 1849 in Alseda, and his
wife Johanna 18 August 1850, also
in Alseda.

They married 10 May 1872 and
soon after their son Gustaf Adolf
Rodrik was born, on 11 June 1872.
Then came Selma in 1873. Elin Ma-
ria Sigrid was born 2 February 1875,
Anna Serafina and Johan  Vilhelm
were twins, both born 18 August
1877. Next was Thekla Josefina,
born 23 September 1880, followed by
Karl Eugén, born 31 January 1884,
and Hanna Elisabeth, born 4 Novem-
ber 1886.
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Selma and her siblings
Most of Selma’s sisters ended up in
America. The oldest brother, Gustaf
Adolf Rodrik Gustafsson, in 1900 is
recorded as being a worker in a
copper smithy in Vetlanda. He was
married and had three children.

Selma herself left Göteborg on 17
April 1893, according to Emibas.

Sister Elin Maria Sigrid Johans-
son immigrated in 1898, leaving Gö-
teborg on 29 April 1898 with a ticket
for New York, but the Ellis Island
records shows that her real destina-
tion is Worcester and that Ch. Asp-
lund had paid her ticket.

Sister Anna Serafia Johansson left
from Skede parish, where she had
worked as a maid, and went through
the port of Göteborg on 1 June 1900
with a ticket for Worcester.

Brother Johan Vilhelm moved to
Vetlanda in 1896.

Sister Thekla Gustafsson left Gö-
teborg 20 May 1904 with a ticket for
Worcester.

Brother Karl Eugén and sister
Hanna Elisabeth were still at home
in 1900, and are not found in the
emigration databases.

Catastrophe night
When the ship struck the iceberg, the
two younger children and Mrs. Asp-
lund were in one of the lifeboats that
had been lowered too far down for the
rest of the family to be able to get
into it.

In a rare interview shortly after
the accident Mrs. Asplund said “Then
we went to the upper deck. I could
see the icebergs for a great distance
around ... It was cold and the little
ones were cuddling close to one an-
other and trying to keep from under
the feet of the many excited people
... My little girl, Lillie, accompanied
me, and my husband said,‘Go ahead,
we will get into one of the other
boats.’ He smiled as he said it.”

Then she recalled watching from
the lifeboat as her husband waved
to her with a handkerchief.

And that was the last she saw of
him. Afterwards she and children
Lillian and Felix lived for a while at
151 Vernon Street in Worcester, the

house of Selma’s sister Anna and her
husband Olof Ahlquist. Lillian’s
mother was devastated by the loss
of her husband and three of her five
children and reportedly wore black
for the rest of her life. She refused to
speak about the Titanic and urged
her children to do the same. As a
result, unlike many survivors, Mrs.
Asplund turned down opportunities
to become a celebrity of sorts. In 1951
she and the children, who never left
their mother, moved to Shrewsbury.

Mrs. Selma Asplund died 15 April

1964, 52 years after the Titanic
shipwreck. Felix Asplund, who was
a draftsman before retiring, died 1
March 1983 in Shrewsbury. Lillian,
the last survivor of the family,
worked for many years as a clerk for
the State Mutual Life Insurance
before retiring in 1971.

The news of Lillian Asplund’s death made it into the Swedish newspapers too. Svenska
Dagbladet 9 May 2006.

Special thanks to Joan and Frank
Foss of Worcester for providing
newspaper clippings and a tour to
the Old Swedish Cemetery.

The Asplund grave in the Old Swedish Cemetery (All Faith’s) in Worcester.
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