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In the introduction to his historical essay, published for the 25th anniver-
sary, Baltazar Meyer, the editor, admits that the enthusiasm for organizing a
Chicago society stemmed from the success of the mother societies in Scandi-
navia. “We see, ” says Meyer, “that the physicians of the mother countries have
worked for the perfection of medical science through mutual communication of
knowledge and combined experience, as well as by fellowship between
physicians.”

The mutual advantages which redounded to the weal of the individual
physician as he met with colleagues of his own peer group was doubtless the
energizer which inspired ten Scandinavian-American physians to meet in
Faulhaber’s Weinstube on North Clark Street in Chicago to discuss the
possibilities of forming a medical society.

Meyer credits a Chicago doctor by the name of Sven Windrow for being the
primus motor who labored long in order to realize a dream which he had
nurtured.

After a few preliminary meetings the society was organized in October 1887
by ten physicians, representing the three Scandinavian countries2—Drs. S.
Jacobson,3 G.C. Paoli,* Sven Windrow,> B.M. Behrens,5 A. Wimmermark,’
William Johnson, 8 A. Doe, 9 F.A. Hess, 19N. Remmen,!' and Baltazar Meyer.!2

During the following twenty-five years the society grew apace. Meeting
monthly, except in July and August, the members met to listen to scientific
papers, reports on hygiene and public health, sanitation, preventive medicine
and a host of papers dealing with various diseases, surgical procedures and new
techn__ __5 in healing the human body. As time went on and as word of the
successful society filtered back to Scandinavia, an increasing number of
Scandinavian physicians and scholars visited Chicago to lecture before the
society. But these foreign guests, many of them distinguished in their native
lands, were also able to bring back to Scandinavia new and fresh impressions
from the fledgling society in Chicago.

Though the members of the group met regularly, principally to listen to
lea____ 1 papers by their colleagues and visiting guest lecturers, they nevertheless
enjoyed the fellc ...aip of each other’s company, whether it was at Faulhaber’s
Weinstube, where the society was formed, or later at such old landmarks as
Wilkens” Weinstube, the Sherman House, the Scandinavian Literary Society,
the Union Restaurant or the Great Pacific Hotel. After many years of moving
from one gathering place to another, the society finally found its niche in the
Swedish Club, located at La Salle Avenue and Goethe Street.

The Meyer volume, which in a superb manner tells the story of the
Scandinavian physicians in Chicago, also contains the roster of the physicians
who joined the society during the first 25 years of its existence. These names are
listed below, as of possible interest to the personal historian and biographer.
Though the se....ary has been quite generous in giving space to the medical
topics discussed during 25 years of meetings, he is quite chary in giving us a
complete list of the doctors who constituted the society. In some instances he has
given only the surname of the physician, In almost every case he hasonlyg n
the initials of the baptismal name of the doctor concerned. He does give us the
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