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Genealogical Workshop:
Documents Carried by a
Swedish Emigrant in 1920

James E. Erickson

Harald Johansson (alias Harold Johnson in the U.S.) was born in Ljungby
Parish (Smél.) on 30 August 1903, the son of Carl Johan Johansson and Anna
Maria Lindstrom. The recently released Databasen CD-Emigranten Nr. 1 & 2/
2001," contains the following information about his emigration from Sweden to
the United States: name, Harald Johansson; age, 17; home parish, Ljungby (H,
i.e., Kalmar lan); emigrated from, Goteborg; date, 1920-01-10; destination,
Willmar, [MN]; contract number, 105:47:8668.

Through an acquaintance,’ I learned about the “Swedish” documents Harald
had either taken with him from Sweden or received aboard ship and saved for
almost eighty years until his death in Willmar, Minnesota, on 25 October 19923
They included a passenger ID card from the SS Stockholm (see document 1), his
parents’ wedding announcement (see document 3), and two report cards from
Continuation School (see documents 4 and 5). Collectively, they represent the
types of documents that could be extremely valuable to a genealogist/family
historian interested in “fleshing out” the skeleton of dates and places for
ancestors (e.g., family group sheets and pedigree charts) built from primary
source material. The documents are self-explanatory and specific details may be
found in either the figure legends or the transliterations/translations.

The passenger ID card particularly intrigued me. A notice on the back of the
card, which is written in five languages (Swedish, English, Norwegian, Finnish,
and German), states: “When landing at New York this card to be pinned to the
coat or dress of the passenger in a prominent position.” The information on the
ID card pointed to a specific passenger manifest sheet and line, which, according
to Per Clemensson at Goteborg Landsarkivet,* enabled the agents of the
shipping company to more easily and effectively provide extra services (e.g.,
help in buying railroad tickets) for disembarking immigrants. I have included a
copy of passenger manifest sheet number 10 from the SS Stockholm (see
document 2) for comparative purposes.

! See Elisabeth Thorsell’s review of this new CD on pages 50-51 of this issue of SAG.

3 Special thanks to Burt Harrison, Bloomington, MN, for not only informing me about the existence
of the documents highlighted in this article but also providing access to them.

3 West Central (Willmar, MN) Tribune, 26 October 1992, A-10.

* Lennart Limberg, Riksforeningen Sverigekontakt, Goteborg, e-mail to author, 17 January 2002.
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NOTICE.

; . SWEDISH,

=" Vid ankomsten 1ill New York torde detta kort
biras synligt pa rocken eller klidningen. >

ENGLISH.

When landing at New York this card to b
“Spianed to the coat or dress of the " passtnger mmm
promusem position. 0

NORWEGIAN, i
Ved ankomsten til New York maa dette” kort %
baxres synlig paa frakken eller dragten. ;

FINNISH.
Kuin tulette New York niin pankaa tama hppu
rintaane.
cermaN, " =l

Bei der Ankunft in New Yoik muss!{\csc Karte
»-auf der Aussenseite des Anzuges oderdep Kleidung
so béfestigt werden, dass sie deutlich zu schen |sﬁ

Document 1. Front and back of the passenger identification card issued to
Harald Johansson aboard the SS Stockholm. The original card measured 3 1/2”
by 4 1/4.” Compare with manifest sheet number 10 from the SS Stockholm,
which is illustrated in document 2.
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Document 2. Passenger manifest sheet number 10 from the SS Stockholm,
which sailed from Goteborg (Gothenburg) to New York on 10 January 1920.
What is illustrated represents only half of the left-hand side of a very large sheet.
Note the correspondence in manifest sheet number (i.e., 10) and list number
(i.e., 13) between this document and the passenger identification card (see
document 1). Row 13 on this sheet contains the typed information about
passenger Harald Johansson. See text for transliteration of the entire manifest
entry for passenger Harald Johansson.
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% Transliteration of document 2

Note: The thirteen column headings transliterated below are in roman type;
typed information about passenger Harald Johansson is in italics.

1

10.

11.

12.

13.

No. [Number] on List. 13
Head-tax Status. (This column for use of Government officials only.) [---]

Name in Full. Family name. Johansson
Given name. Harald

Age. Y(ealrs. 16
Mo(nth]s. [---]

Sex. M[ale]
Married or single. S[ingle]
Calling or occupation. Farm-laborer
Able to— Read. Yes
Read what language (or, if exemption claimed, on what
ground). Swedish
Write. Yes
Nationality. (Country of which citizen or subject.) dfitt]o [i.e., Sweden]

Race or people. d[itt]o, i.e., Scandinavian

Last permanent residence. Country. dfitt]o [i.e., Sweden]
City or town. Ljungby

The name and complete address of nearest relative or friend in country
whence alien came. Mother: Anna Johansson / Ljungbyholm

Final Destination (Intended future permanent residence.)
State. Minn[esota]
City or town. Willmar
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Document 3. Wedding announcement for Harald Johansson’s parents, Carl
Johan Johansson and Anna Maria Lindstrom.
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= Transliteration of document 3

Inbjudes att dfvervara Vigsel-Akten emellan Carl Johan Johansson och Anna
Maria Lindstrém i Ljungby Biskopsgard / Onsdagen den 2 November 1898 /
kl[ockan] 3 e[fter]m[iddag]

= Translation of document 3

Invitation to attend the marriage ceremony between Carl Johan Johansson and
Anna Maria Lindstrom at Ljungby Bishop’s Estate / The Wednesday of 2
November 1898 at 3 o’clock in the afternoon.
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fodd den . ST, @?/ 7&30‘

" har bevistat fortsittningkolan under ... A ... -

tilldelats foljande vitsord dfver kunskaper ock fardigheter:

LéroAmnen.

Keistendomshkunskap .
Modersmdlet: lisdfuingar

skrififningar .
Rékning .
Enkel bokfiring .

Geometri .

Teckning .
Historia . . .
Naturkunnigiet

samt har under sin skoltid ddagalagt . (//Z/ f/ X

,/ WLt// /o‘ﬂ% . uppfirande.
5 : .. den . / ’7/ %

Nir 139, Hnsse W, Tullberg, Stockholm. —~ 8. 1,

Document 4. Front side of Betyg (Report Card) from Ljungby Continuation
School for Harald Oskar Herribert Johansson dated 14 February 1916.
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& Translation of document 4

Nir...11...
Report Card

from ... Ljungby ... Continuation School
in ... Ljungby ... school district in ... Kalmar ... County.
Harald Oskar Herribert Johansson
born ... 30 Augfust] 1903 ... and registered ... 3 Jan[uary] ... 1916, has
attended the Continuation School for ... / ... semester ... 36 ... days ... 180 ...
hours and is given the following grades for knowledge and proficiency:

Subjects. Grades.

Religion Passed with great credit

Swedish: Reading Passed satisfactorily
Writing Passed satisfactorily

Mathematics Passed with distinction

Basic Accounting Passed

Geometry Passed

Drawing Passed satisfactorily

History Passed with great distinction

Science Passed satisfactorily

and during his time in school has shown ... very good ... diligence and ... very
good ... behavior.

Ljungby ... on ... 14 Febr{uary] ... 1916 ...

Anders Carlsson Carl Wahlstedt?
President, Board of Education. Teacher

N:r 149. Hasse W. Tullberg, Stockholm. — S. B.
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Document 5. Avgdngsbetyg fran fortséttningsskola (Final Report Card from
Continuation School) for Harald Oskar Herribert Johansson, who attended
Ljungby 16 during the 1916-17 school year.
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= Translation of document 5

General ledger number
Final Report Card from Continuation School.

As the student ... Harald Oskar Herribert Johansson ... of ... Ljungby 16 ...
during the years ... 1916-17 ... has completed the Continuation School

combined with .................. according to Litt. .... C ... in the standard plan
for elementary school in ... Ljungby ... school district ... Kalmar ... County,
which lasted for ... 6 ... weeks ............... it is hereby certified, that ... he ...

is deserving of the following grades at graduation today:

Religion Passed with great credit
Reading Passed with great credit
Spelling Passed satisfactorily

Swedish: Written composition Passed satisfactorily
Swedish grammar -

Mathematics Passed with distinction

Accounting/Business Writing Passed

Geometry Passed satisfactorily

History Passed with great distinction

Science and Health Passed satisfactorily

Drawing Passed satisfactorily

Crafts -

Home Economics e

Diligence Very good
Behavior Very good

... Ljungby ... on ... 30 Jan[uary] ... 1917 ...

On behalf of Board of Education:
R. Hoflund Carl Wahlstedt?
President, Board of Education. Continuation School Teacher.

The grades are

for knowledge and proficiency: for behavior: for diligence:
Passed with great distinction =3  Passed =1 Verygood =3 Verygood =3
Passed with distinction =2 1/2 Needs improvement =1/2  Good =2 Good =2
Passed with great credit =2 Failed =0 Needsimpr. =1 Needsimpr. =1
Passed satisfactorily = 1,112 Poor =0 Poor =0

N:o 136. Virt Lands Blaukettexp.
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