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Genealogical Workshop:
Records of an Immigrant Family. Part 3.

James E. Erickson

This article, which represents part three of a four-part series featuring
documents associated with my paternal great-grandparents, John E. and Ida C.
Erickson, focuses on materials obtained from the National Archives that were
included in John Erickson’s homestead case file.! The paperwork in the
file—comprised of over twenty separate items/pieces—had originally been sent
by the local General Land Office in Marquette, Michigan, to the General Land
Office headquarters in Washington, D.C., in support of John Erickson’s
application for homestead land in Iron County of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

The following documents, selected from his homestead case file, are
illustrated below: his homestead application and affidavit, his naturalization
papers (i.e., declaration of intention and certificate of citizenship), final-proof
documents (i.e., final affidavit of claimant, testimony of claimant, and testimony
of witness), and the final certificate that authorized issuance of a patent. The
documents are arranged chronologically and cover the period 1889-1901.

The documents highlighted herein lend support to the contention that
paperwork contained in a claimant’s homestead case file is a rich genealogical
source. They proved invaluable to me for reasons both obvious and subtle. First,
they provided specific dates for major events in John Erickson’s life (e.g.,
declaration of intention, citizenship, homestead application, etc.). While
mundane, this kind of information is always noteworthy. Secondly, four of the
documents (numbers 10, 11, 13, and 15) contain John Erickson’s signature.
Thirdly, I know unequivocally that the Declaration of Intention (document 9)
and the Certificate of Citizenship (document 12) shown are associated with
“my” John Erickson. Lacking this context (i.e., being placed in one individual’s
homestead file), such documents, which contain common names with no
additional identifying information, would be much more difficult (impossible?)
to unambiguously assign to a particular individual. By far the most exciting and

! Specific details on how to obtain such case files from the National Archives are summarized in
Anne Johnson Barton’s article, “Revelations of a Homestead File,” featured on pages 8-11 of this
issue of SAG. In the late 1980s, when I requested the paperwork contained in John Erickson’s case
file, I was able to provide the National Archives not only a legal description of the land but also the
original application number and the final certificate number, both of which were taken from the final
homestead certificate (see document 16) that was originally sent to John Erickson and later became
part of the collection of documents handed down through successive Erickson generasions.

For an in-depth discussion of homestead records see Loretto Dennis Szucs and Sandra
Hargreaves Luebking, eds., The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy, Rev. ed., (Ancestry
Inc.: Salt Lake City, UT, 1997).
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interesting information came from two documents— Testimony of Witness and
Testimony of Claimant (documents 14 and 15). Until I had these documents in
hand, I knew next to nothing about the Erickson homestead. What a thrill it was
to discover when the first “shanty” was built; when the family moved onto the
land; the amount of land that was cultivated; and the number, size and value of
“improvements” on the land.

The Erickson homestead was located on the oxbow of the Brule River in
Stambaugh Township, approximately seven miles southwest of the villages of
Iron River and Stambaugh, Iron County, Michigan (see figure 4). It consisted of
104.9 acres of land comprising Lots 4 and 5 of section 23, T 42N, R 36W (see
figure 4).

Fig. 3. Topographical map showing the southeast portion of the Hagerman Lake,
Mich.-Wis. quadrangle (scale 1:24,000). The Brule River, which meanders
through the landscape from west to east, forms the boundary between Iron
County, Michigan, and Forest County, Wisconsin. Note that a significant part of
section 23 is enclosed within an oxbow, a U-shaped bend in the Brule River.
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JEPRODICED_ AT THE NATIONAL RCHIVES e ..
12 ' oo

Fig. 4. Hand-drawn map of section 23 that was included in the Erickson
homestead case file. The homestead covered a total of 104.9 acres —49.40 acres
within Lot 4 and 5550 acres within Lot 5.
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¢ DECLARATION OF INTENTION,~25-6-38 [s3) The Richmond & Backus Go.. Stationers Dabrott:,

85 The Circuit Court for said County, in wit:

Solemnly swear that it is bona fide my intention to omc a CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES,

STATE OF MICHIGAN, }

County of .. [ ¥ S

and to RENQUNCE FOREVER, all Allegiance and Fidcl/ily to each and every Foreign Prince, Potentate,

State or Sovercignty whatsoever, and particularly the... /,rm}‘l ... Attt M/‘o7_.
B —— e —— ne—0f whom I have been a subject,
Sworn 1o and subscribed before me, at .
P .
(SIGNBD.] e dntr e /ué"&éw 5 i

.,/V//af sy D X88
/}p g /M ot i,

- Clerk,

Document 9. Copy of John Erickson’s Declaration of Intention dated 4 May
1889.

& Transliteration of document 9

STATE OF MICHIGAN,

County of...Iron..., The Circuit Court for said County, to wit:
1,...John Erickson...

Solemnly swear that it is bona fide my intention to become a CITIZEN OF THE UNITED

STATES, and to RENOUNCE FOREVER, all Allegiance and Fidelity to each and every Foreign

Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatsoever, and particularly the...King of Sweden &

Norway...of whom I have been a subject.

Swom to and subscribed before me, at
...Crystal Falls...this...4"...day
of...May...AD. 1889 [Signed]...John Erickson...
...P. E. Dunn...
Clerk.



Genealogical Workshop 41

[4—007.

HOMESTEAD.

—_ e

Land Bffice gj%(/,ﬁ Greel2r, IHeod,
77%/7‘/4/&%5// Lo 1875

APPLICATION }

= / // s
7 "/} c. ,,/ AL e , do hereby apply to enter, under Section 2289,

Revised Statutes of the United States, tho Q/fzfl_ A ool S
of Section /}/\’5 in Township_... LY 4 20
g3
/o ,4/ acres.
ol ‘Z
7

-ﬁh/i 2zt D&Mé/)m/v‘u‘

adslar 5ot

S
.Pr—* o,

gedl

Range.. s3L / / ( S— contammg

which the applicant is legally entitled to enter under Secbion 2289, Revised
Statutes of the United States, and that there is no prior valid adverse righé

to the same.

Document 10. John Erickson’s Homestead Application dated 16 and 28
November 1893.
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& Transliteration of document 10

HOMESTEAD

APPLICATION
No....7388... Land Office at...Marquette, Mich....
...November 16, 1893...
L...John Erickson..., of...Stambaugh, Michigan..., do hereby apply to
enter, under Section 2289, Revised Statutes of the United States, the...Lots 4
and 5...of Section...23..., in Township...42N...of Range...36W..., contain-
ing...104.9...acres.

...John Erickson...

Land Office at...Marquette, Mich....

...November 28, 1893...

I, ...Peter Primian..., Register of the Land Office, do hereby certify that the

above application is for Surveyed Lands of the class which the applicant is

legally entitled to enter under Section 2289, Revised Statutes of the United
States, and that there is no prior valid adverse right to the same.

...Peter Primian...
Register.
held awaiting additional fee
12%
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§ . (2—003.)
HOMESTEAD AFEIDAVIT.

Lanﬂ Oie 8/ 27 /Za[z‘o PWecd.
O . 1893

+y Of§ /;/‘fwféf /4/2/,( "/ haviog

filod my application No..,%xf. CP‘P H I " ....... for an entry under soction 2289,

Rovised Statutes of tho United States, do solemnly swear that I am not the proprietor of more than one
Ftodo -tk & A PP rsy

Lyt / e

7

that my enid application is honestly aud in good faith made for the purpose of actual settlement
and cultivation, and not for' the benefit of any other person, persous, or corporation, and that I will faithfully
and lionestly endeavor to comwply with all the requiremients of lnw as to settlement, residence, and cultivation
necessary to acquire title to tho Jand applied for; that I am not acting as agentof any person, corporation,
or syndlicate in making such entry, nor in collusion with any person, corporation, or syndicate to give them
the benefit of Lho Iand entered, or any part thereof, or the timber thereon; that I do not upply to enter the
same for the purpose of speculation, butin good faith to obtain ahomo for myself, and thet I have not directly
or indirectly made, ancd will not make, any agreement or contrach in any way or manner, with any person or
porsous, corporntion or syndicale whatsoever, by whieh the title which I might acquire from the Government
of tho United States should inure ju whole or in part to the benefit of any persoun except myself, and further
that since August 30, 1890, I bave not ontered under the land laws of the United States, or filed upon, 8
quantity of land, agricultural in character, and uot minerul, which, with the tracts now applied for, would
uujllym than three hundred and twenty acres.

f(‘_”,_)//((.//f‘ rp S04 gt ///)“/'(rf,rx ’)')'/////// ot n - _‘M/ Soerdbire,
G FgprrectBait, Lacos, of Elre. //z«(',/, Hiales : Grred FaY %,
7 f/"( K?/)r.;///u' lor O /-'L//(/,r wdles (6 FLLE rrel s Z/Z;a&.,;/é//

’Cau// /QZ/, e o /////z/?g,///(u; /4//1 //atrﬁ

S ok //,:ZLM/L%,

(O Lrietctay Ao 1,/4/~./
Sworn _to andysubscribed Lofore meth ..... 2 A >0 1802 ey
CQerrnliy / }l/rt ;(,,, o ( UM_uf“, Y . ctec ol a//[,)(fr//

4y Quleibles "//(//'/ T (e ikt c!'f//n“,& Am/{(,(d 1/-1.11,//47, Fherierretie Lin X4 .

7)
/(aza/v4[ e Cwu [Q ﬁﬁ“‘j{§ - M£< e

* Hero ipsett r.Lnu.ment that afliant i cm/cn of 1.1} ‘ tecd Stites, or thiat he “bas filed L decluration of mLeut\o
become fuch, and that ho ik the head of & fawily, or is over twenky-one years of nge, ax tho ense mny be. It abonld ho rtn{ed
whether applicant is native-biarn or not, and if not, a certificd copy of his certifiente of unturalization, or declaration of inten-
tion, #a the cana way be, must be furniched.  (Seo prge 4, citcular of January 1, 1889.)

+ Here ndd an txcephou, if suy, of 1and scttled upon prior to Auguxt30, 1800, giving date of scttlement commenced, and
describing inyprovements, and that the party hns not boretofore ninde any entry under the homestead laws.

Forsale by AxxrY N. Core, Warhingtou, D. €.

Document 11. John Erickson’ Homestead Affidavit dated 16 November 1893.
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& Transliteration of document 11

HOMESTEAD AFFIDAVIT.

Land Office at.. .Marquette, Mich....
...November 16...,1893...

I,...John Erickson..., of...Stambaugh, Mich...., having filed my application No....7388..., for
an entry under section 2289, Revised Statutes of the United States, do solemnly swear that I am not
the proprietor of more than one hundred and sixty acres of land in any State or Territory: that I
am*...a married man, twenty-one years of age and upward, and have made and filed my
Declaration of Intention to become a citizen of the United States...that my said application is
honestly and in good faith made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, and not for the
benefit of any other person, persons, or corporation, and that I will faithfully and honestly endeavor
to comply with all the requirements of law as to settlement, residence, and cultivation necessary to
acquire title to the land applied for; that I am not acting as agent of any person, corporation, or
syndicate in making such entry, nor in collusion with any person, corporation, or syndicate to give
them the benefit of the land entered, or any part thereof, or the timber thereon; that I do not apply to
enter the same for the purpose of speculation, but in good faith to obtain a home for myself, and that
I have not directly or indirectly made, and will not make, any agreement or contract in any way or
manner, with any person or persons, corporation or syndicate whatsoever, by which the title which I
might acquire from the Government of the United States should insure in whole or in part to the
benefit of any person except myself, and further that since August 30, 1890, I have not entered under
the land laws of the United States, or filed upon a quantity of land, agricultural in character, and not
mineral, which, with the tracts now applied for, would make more than three hundred and twenty
acres.

t...That I have not heretofore made an entry under the homestead laws of the United States; and
that owing to the distance I am unable to attend the District Land Office to make this affidavit. ..
...John Erickson...

1 hereby certify that the foregoing affidavit was...Sworn to and subscribed before me

this...16™...day of ...November-..., 1893, in the County of Iron being the County in which the land
applied for is situated; and that the affiant is personally known to me....

...Edward P. Lart...

...Com. of Cir[cuit] Court of U.S. for Western Dist[rict] of Michigan...

*Here insert statement that affiant is a citizen of the United States, or that he has filed his
declaration of intention to become such, and that he is the head of a family, or is over twenty-one
years of age, as the case may be. It should be stated whether applicant is native-born or not, and if
not, a certified copy of his certificate of naturalization, or declaration of intention, as the case may
be, must be furnished. (See page 45, circular of January 1, 1889.)

tHere add an exception, if any, of land settled upon prior to August 30, 1890, giving date of
settlement commenced, and describing improvements, and that the party has not heretofore made
any entry under the homestead laws.



Genealogical Workshop 45

FMRUDUGED AL 1HE NATIODIAL ALY

t PN

, - =
NATURALIZATION BLANK.

State of I‘hchlgan, } ss.

Circuit Coert for the County of Iron.
County of iron. .

Be It Remembered, That at a/session of tho Circuit Court for the County ol . held a§ the
Clru»_,gmt Rooim, in the Villago of Crystal Falls, Counl.y of Iron, on the, 7% M
.2 7:40? in tho yoar O o. ousand,  Eight Hundred sad Nmotyj/e/(:d..m.....
/é 2T, ﬂ/b/ sz,

a Nntwu ot e, ﬂ/Z hibited a Patition, praying
10 bo udmitod o CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES, pud i appoaring to the said Court that he had
dochared ou s oath Wofoo tho 52 ,9//.«7.’ 2 ,2'4{«,.4
on Uhe .yl zz 2 A ... dny of ... 7 thotit was bona fido | -
his iu/:.ion to bocumo a citizen of the UNITED S‘Xm. and to renounce forover, ail sllogianco and

ﬂdclxt a0 I‘orclkn P?ownlaw ’hw or Sovercignty/ whatgver; and pacticularly to

2@ A F, tho. A ze T
of whoin he was at ut time’s subdlect; and the aaid
having ajso made proof I}y compotent tostimony 0L ’ s )7

_..f}/ cty::z«{&/_.ﬂm%..__...._._. citizens of tho United States, thath resided in tho
State of Michigan upwards of ono year, last past. and within the United States of Amorica upwards
of fivo yewrs immediately proceding his application; and it appearing to thesstisfactlon of tho Court,
that during Lthat time ho bad behaved as o mnn of good moral character, attached to the principlos
of tho Constitution of tho United Statos, and well disposed to the good ordor and happinosa of the
stmo; nod-that hae arrved-in-theUnitod-Statesof-Ameri der-$he-oge ofisighleer-years, and has
declared on his solcwn outh boforo the said Court, that ho would support tho Constitution of tho
United States, and that he did absolutely and ontirely renounce znd abjure all allegiagce nnd

ﬂdow any I‘ormgn l:r;y, Potonluto or Soyorcignty whatever, snd particulary 0.4 »f&/ ......

Was o snl);oc!.’ thereupon the said Court admitted thosaid

AR I e ot el --to bocomo o Cltizen of the Unlte/ﬂstnlu. and ordered all the
¥ foresnid to bo r lod by tho Clork of said Court. whioh was dono accordingly.

In-Witness Whareof, I havo horounto sot my hand and afixed
the Seal for the Circuit Cours for tho County of Iron (tho same
being a court of Rocord, having

Crystul Falls, l.his../..’xj{.

isdicjion), at
: Z
in the year Onn Thousand Bight llundrodund Ninol y// 4

and of tho Sovorsigaty and Indepondonca of tho Uniled States

,//’

mmon Law_j

of America, U One Iluudn:\l muL.ﬂ)‘*?J( /

Y ,.{ PR L EW S :,
A Cleek of {he Gireuit Conre for e Coenty of lron.

Document 12. John Erickson’s Certificate of Citizenship dated 18 February
1895.
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& Transliteration of document 12

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Certificate of Citizenship

State of Michigan, Circuit Court for the County of Iron.
County of Iron.

Be it Remembered, That at a session of the Circuit Court for the County of Iron, held at the Circuit
Court Room, in the Village of Crystal Falls, County of Iron, on the...eighteenth...day
of...February...in the year One Thousand, Eight Hundred and Ninety...five...John Erickson...a
Native of...Sweden...exhibited a Petition, praying to be admited [sic] a CITIZEN OF THE UNITED
STATES, and it appearing to the said Court that he had declared on his oath before the...Clerk of the
Circuit Court of Iron Co., Mich....on the...fourth...day of...May..., A.D. 1889..., that it was bona
fide his intention to become a citizen of the UNITED STATES, and to renounce forever, all
allegiance and fidelity to any Foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever; and
particularly to...the King of the Sweden and Norway...of whom he was at that time a subject; and
the said...John Erikson [sic]...having also made proof by competent testimony of...Erick Renberg
and Thomas Ball...citizens of the United States, that he has resided in the State of Michigan
upwards of one year, last past, and within the United States of America upwards of five years
immediately preceeding his application; and it appearing to the satisfaction of the Court, that during
that time he had behaved as a man of good moral character, attached to the principles of the
Constitution of the United States, and well disposed to the good order and happiness of the same;
and-that-he-arrived-in-the United-States-of America-under the-age-of eighteen-years, and has declared
on his solemn oath before the said Court, that he would support the Constitution of the United States,
and that he did absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any Foreign
Prince, Potentate or Sovereignty whatever, and particularly to...the King of...the...Sweden and
Norway...of whom he was a subject; thereupon the said Court admitted the said...John Erikson
[sic]...to become a Citizen of the United States, and ordered all the proceedings aforesaid to be
recorded by the Clerk of said Court, which was done accordingly.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the
Seal for the Circuit Court for the County of Iron (the same being a
court of Record, having Conunon Law jurisdiction), at Crystal
Falls, this...18"...day of...Feb[ruar]y..., in the year One
Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety...five...and of the
Sovereignty and Independence of the United States of America, the
One Hundred and...nineteenth. ...

...D. R. Brown...,
Deputy  Clerk of the Circuit Court for the County of Iron
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and was sworf to bt.fun: me ¢/
PEgee Ly
afice at

4
[sex noT® on roukTE FaoR.]

‘NOTE.—The officer before whom the teltimony ia taken should call the attontion of the witncss to
the following scction of the Reviced Statutes,wad state to him that it is the pnrﬁnsc of the Government, i€
it be ascertained that he testifics falscly, to prosccute him to the fail exteat of the law.

Titlo LXX.-~CILIMUS,~Oh. 4.

Sxc. 832, Evary porson who, bating Laken au oath bofore a sarepotant tibons!l,oMost,er Person; tnawy camm in which alaw
atii to beadminiatered, that be will tostifs, deolars, defroee, or cerlify truly, of that any writhas
on, of cortificate by him subscribed fe tcus, wiifelly and contearY to sush oath states or esbeotibos
oo dere et ballove £o Lo & (pegjary, and sliall bo ponishod by » @5e of nos mors than two
thousnnd dallars, snd by fmprisonment, at bard Inkor, five yoars, and slisll, mareoven, thecasflor beincapabie of giviag
teatinony la sny court of tho Unlted States wutll eus guacat aguinet hies is roversed.  (Boo $1750.)

| §

5

%38_&_
Je1qa0,

Register.

Receiver,

LAND OFFICE AT

Finlﬂ Certificate No

(4—369.)
HOMESTEAD- PROOF.

Original Application No. -

FINAL AFFIDAVIT REQUIRED OF HOMESTEAD CLAIMANTS:

‘SEEHDNZ_?‘.?..'. OF THE REVYISED STATUTES OF THE UNITED STATES.

T 1, . A XL ..._.fhnvlug made & Humcﬂnd cnlry of the.. 4!—4;( S
Seclion Nuu...‘-..ﬂ..s., in Towmlup ) I I
. of Range No..__S_A._._\..;.__,‘“LIJLC(. ta dntryd[’ ,_MVL .........
uncler scetion No. 2289 of the Revised qlalul:sp( the Umlvd States,donow lpply to perfect ruy claim thercto
by virtue of section No.. .A,.?Aa\f. ._,_..__.NI’ the Reviscd Statyjes of the Umlcd States ; and for that

emetbat I

purpozc do solemnly

“a citizon of the United States; that I have made actual scttlenient

Reviscd Statutes, but that I am the sole fore fde owner 2s ao actual scttler; that I will beartrue allegiance

to the Government of the United States; and, further, that I have uot heretofore perfected or abandoned

an entry made under the homestead laws of the United States, except ..

(Blgn plainly full chelstian name)  ______

- . Lon bl _//q—...,.fﬁlj
do hegeby Q¥ftify that the above affidavit was subscribed’ s ewore to Befote 1S this o A2 05 day ot
T Arnado ,lfg,- , at my oflice at _féza?a‘&«‘— Zutlr iy . 22—

2o e

upen and hawve cultivated and resided upon said land sinco the .— —_ day of 2 v 18 fL .
to the present tine; that %o part of safd land has'been allenated; éxcept as provided’in® nc{loﬁzsrd!'fﬂ"#‘—m ]

Z)\I:Qéd Oz

Document 13. Cover page for John Erickson’s Homestead Proof dated 10 and

14 September 1900.
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& Transliteration of document 13

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing testimony was read to the claimant before being
subscribed, and was sworn to before me this...tenth...day of...September...189 1900, at my office
at...Crystal Falls...in...Iron...County,...Mich.

[SEE NOTE ON FOURTH PAGE] ...John Wall...
...County Clerk...

NOTE.—The officer before whom the testimony is taken should call the attention of the witness
to the following section of the Revised Statutes, and state to him that it is the purpose of the Gov-
ernment, if it be ascertained that he testifies falsely, to prosecute him to the full extent of the law.

Title LXX.—CRIMES.—Ch. 4.

SEC. 5392. Every person who, having taken an oath before a competent tribunal, officer, or person,
in any case in which a law of the United States authorizes an oath to be administered, that he will
testify, declare, depose, or certify truly, or that any written testimony, declaration, deposition, or
certificate by him subscribed is true, willfully and contrary to such oath states or subscribes any
material matter which he does not believe to be true, is guilty of perjury, and shall be punished by a
fine of not more than two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment, at hard labor, not more than five
years, and shall, moreover, thereafter be incapable of giving testimony in any court of the United
States until such time as the judgment against him is reversed. (See §1750.)

John Erickson
(4—3069.)
HOMESTEAD PROOF.
LAND OFFICE AT
...Marquette, Mich....
Original Application No....7388...
Final Certificate No...3587...
Approved:...Sept. 14, 1900...
...Thomas Scadden..., Register.
...John/Jinn..., Receiver.

FINAL AFFIDAVIT REQUIRED OF HOMESTEAD CLAIMANTS.
Section...2291...OF THE REVISED STATUTES OF THE UNITED STATES.

I,...John Erickson..., having made a Homestead entry of the...Lots 4 & 5...Section No....23...in
Township No....42...of Range No....36..., subject to entry at...Marquette, Mich....under section
No. 2289 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, do now apply to perfect my claim thereto by
virtue of section No....2291...of the Revised Statutes of the United States; and for that purpose do
solemnly...swear...that I...John Erickson...a citizen of the United States; that I have made actual
settlement upon and have cultivated and resided upon said land since the...... day of...February...,
1894...to the present time; that no part of said land has been alienated, except as provided in section
2288 of the Revised Statutes, but that I am the sole bona fide owner as an actual settler; that I will
bear true allegiance to the Government of the United States; and, further, that I have not heretofore
perfected or abandoned an entry made under the homestead laws of the United States, except......

(Sign plainly full christian Name.) ...John Erickson...

I,...John Wall..., of...Crystal Falls..., do hereby certify that the above affidavit was subscribed and

sworn to before me this...10"...day of...September..., 189 1900, at my office at...Crystal
Falls...in...Iron...County,...Michigan...

...John Wall...

...County Clerk...
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HOMESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF WITNESS.
“ .’{ Z__A.J[éﬁm.\_, being called as witness in support of the Homestead ’ q
entry e:é F BPlrdeainn _ror Loton 257 2.3 42,36 testifics as foliows: i

Ques. 1.—)¥hat is your namc, 220, and post-office address? o ,
ool 0 e Lcan gl LYoot S|

Ques. 2.—Arc you well acquainted with the claimant iz this casc and the land embraced in his claim ?
Ans...ea

Ques. g ots said tract within the limitsofan i town or sclected site of a city or town_or

uscd in any way for trade or busincss?
Ans

Qucs, 4. —State specifically the charactor of this land—whether it is timber, prairic, grazing, l:\rmlug,

ﬁ—u&nmw#w .......... o

‘Wheu did claimant settle upon the homestead and at what date did ho establish actual resi-

coal, or wmincral Jand.
Aus. &
Ques. 3.

dence thercon? s .
s, e S Y W~ 279 Lo mwgfn«(yz@&.

Ques.6.—IIave claintant and family resided i y on the h 2d since first
resicleuce thereon ? (If scttler is unmarricd, state the fact.)

Avs. .. [[/w o I annicd

Ques. 7.—Por what period or periode has the settler been absent from the land since making scttle-
ment, and for what purposc ; and if temporarily absant,did claimant's family reside upon and cultivate the
land during such alisence?

Ans. ... L5

Ques. 8.—How much of the lomestead has the settlar cultivated and for how many scasons did he
raisc crops thercon ?

ansllUira st acase, Laffad @S faad .éﬁxﬁ‘:ﬁ spana, allicn. IW
Qucs. g —~What improvementas are on the land nnd wha.l is their valuf?
=2t z:l%l* 2'3’, =

Ansthey [hoies 15%22. 2.4 vlnag&nr
Lo el dis, ,.;.C:nf‘/a‘#up. arse oLt

awd ! Lt o.x. 2.0 500 700 Zxe Y2 o
=t

Ques. 0.—Ard there any indications of coal, salincs, or minerals of any kiad on the homestead? (|

50, deseribe what they are, and state whether the land is more valuable for sgricultursl than for miaeral
purposes.) 7.° A 3 S "

Ques. 11.—IIas the clainzant mortgaged, sold, or contracted to scll, any portion of s2id honicstcad?

Ans. AT .

Ques. 1z,

in perfecting this catry?

Ans. ... fols

{Stgnplainly with fall chriatisa name.) _%’W 0/4{){:.{ sV

1 IISREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing testimony was

o the witness hefore being subscribed

and was sworngo bcfoh. me this A-

office at ...

[exe xoTr ox YouRTIl FAGE]

4 {The testimony of witnesses must be taken at the same time and placa and defore the same officer as
claimant's final aflidavil.  The anawers must be full and mmplcw to each and evcx7 question asked, and
ofticers taking testimony will be exp to make no n dates, fand, or oth )

st

Document 14. Homestead Proof—Testimony of Witness, Charley A. Lindblom
(husband of John Erickson’s daughter Ellen), dated 10 September 1900.
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& Transliteration of document 14

HOMESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF WITNESS.
...Charley A. Lindblom..., being called as a witness in support of the Homestead entry of...John
Erickson...for...Lots 4 & 5, [Section]23, [T ]47, [R]36..., testifies as follows:
Ques. 1.—What is your name, age and post-office address?
Ans....Charles A. Lindblom...Age 36...Stambaugh, Mich....
Ques. 2—Are you well acquainted with the claimantin this case and the land embraced in his claim?
Ans....Yes...
Ques. 3—Is said tract within the limits of an incorporated town or selected site of a city or town, or
used in any way for trade or business?
Ans....No...
Ques. 4—State specifically the character of this land—whether it is timber, prairie, grazing, farming,
coal, or mineral land.
Ans....Hardwood timber land suitable for farming...
Ques. 5—When did claimant settle upon the homestead and at what date did he establish actual
residence thereon?
Ans....Commenced working & built a shanty in February 1894, moved family on land Sept. 30,
1894...
Ques. 6—Have claimant and family resided continuously on the homestead since first establishing
residence thereon? (If settler is unmarried, state the fact.)
Ans....Yes. ismarried...
Ques. 7—For what period or periods has the settler been absent from the land since making
settlement, and for what purpose; and if temporarily absent, did claimant’s family reside upon and
cultivate the land during such absence?
Ans....None, always lived on the land. ..
Ques. 8—How much of the homestead has the settler cultivated and for how many seasons did he
raise crops thereon?
Ans....About 11 acres, cropped atl part of the land for 6 years, all in 1900...
Ques. 9—What improvements are on the land and what is their value?
Ans....I Log house 18 x 22, 2 stories shake roof & board floor, $200%; 1 Barn 22 x 24, $50” and 1
Barn 16 x 20, $50”; 1 Root House 8 x 10, $10™; 1 Log Shanty 14 x 17, $15%; 75 rods pole fence
$7°: 11 acres cleared land, $275%; 2 miles road, $30™...
Ques. 10—Are there any indications of coal, salines, or minerals o f any kind on the homestead? (If
so, describe what they are, and state whether the land is more valuable for agricultural than for
mineral purposes.)
Ans....No mineral indications, only valuable for agricultural use...
Ques. 11—Has the claimant mortgaged, sold, or contracted to sell, any portion of said homestead?
Ans....No...
Ques. 12—Are you interested in this claim; and do you think the settler has acted in entire good faith
in perfecting this entry?
Ans-..:NB. 5
(Sign plainly with full christian name.) ...Charly [sic] A. Lindblom...

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing testimony was read to the witness before being
subscribed and was sworn to before me this...tenth...day of...September..., 489 1900, at my office
at...Crystal Falls...in...Iron...County,...Mich....

[SEE NOTE ON FOURTH PAGE.] ...John Wall...
...County Clerk...
(The testimony of witness must be taken at the same time and place and before the same officer as
claimant’s final affidavit. The answers must be full and complete to each and every questions asked
and officers taking testimony will be expected to make no mistakes in dates, description of land, or
otherwise.)
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ARCHI VES'

{4~360.)

HOMESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF CLAIMANT,

— e

W o 22, A4 belng called a3 a witness ip his own behalf in support
tnonlnt ey, Noe ATt L i ot 2 3.0 b % AT

testifics as follows :
Ques. 1.#What is your name, age, and post-office address? .
Ans"%«,.m. o Lge $2 Fewrd < A acl

Qucs. 2.—Arc you a aafipedorna citizen of the United States, and if 5o, in what State ar Territory were
you born?® .

Ans. L. GO (| A

Quies. 3.—Arc you the identical person who made homcstead entryT No.._.,

= ﬁt...__.. at the

day of
Lo A AL G s x&?.{:ud, hat is the true di iption, of theland now clsimcd by you?
TP AT >~ TR 2T I

Ques. 4.—When was your housc built on the land and when did you cstablish actun! residence therein?

(‘Dcscribesnid house and other improvemegts whjch you have placed on the Iand, giving total valyo thereof.)
Ansad lid i er 2t Larrete. zfzk.-,.é.—.
[2 4-,&%10(.1«&7.).12(4‘14_.‘:&- L / :
taaacl e T2 Tal el Ll [R5
¢ Qnes. 5.-~0f whom does your family consist; and have you and your family resided continuously oa
the land since first establisbing rc§idcncc thercon? (If unmarried, statethe fact.)

21 send,
S — mé-/ E/ M
=

ment, and for what purpose ; and if temporarily absent, did your family reside upon and cultivate the 1and
during such abscnce?

O P e (I a,&_y,é—"—\ . R

Ques. 7.—Ilow much of the land have you cultivated each scason and for how many scasons haveyou
mised crops thercun?, . . . Maorw wl tpde

Nus, LEAL 455 (5084 Srorme v LRSS L0t0 160, L5H ] m00. il 2 Juones s (6O LRFF 9~

Ques. 8.—Is your present clahn within the limits of an incorporated towa or selected site of a city o
town, or uscd in any way for tradc and business? v

Ans. LG

Qucs. guadVliat ixthe of the land? Is it timbder, mountainous, prairie, grazing,or ordinary
agricultural Iand?  Statc its kind and quality, and for what purpose it is most valaable. .

Ans. g = _é‘i’(_ & o = 53

Ques, 10.—Ase there any indications of coal, salines, or mincrals of any kind on the Jand? (If so,
describe what they arc, and state whether the land is more valuable for agricultural than for mineral
purposcs.) 0 < O

A,,,.ﬂa tatnsstAalteadc calizan

Ques. XW ever madce any other homeatcad entry ? (If 50, describe the same.)

ADs

Ques. 12.—Have you told, conveyod, or mortgaged any portion of the land; and ifs, Lo whom and for
what purpqsc)/{zkﬁ
. Ans. =

Ques. 13.—Ilave you any personal property of any kind elsewhcerethanonthiselnim? (I so, deseribe
the same, and state where the same is kept.)

An:

Ques. 14.Describe by legal subdivisions, or by aumber, kind of entry, and office where made, any
other cntry or (iling (not mincral), inado by you since August 3o, 1890,
Ans. LT 22

7
(Sigu plaluly with full christian nama.) /y V%/L 3 c({)dw ops-
£

" *{In cave the party la of foroign birth a eortiftod u-mud&t from the court records uf his declaration of jatantion 10 hocome
& citizon, or of s naturalization, or a eopy theroof, certified by the offlcer taking this proof, must bo fled with the case. Evideacs
G maturalisation 18 Guly required in daal {Aveyear) hom i

e

Document 15. Homestead Proof—Testimony of Claimant, John Erickson.
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& Transliteration of document 15

HOMESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF CLAIMANT.

...John Erickson..., being called as a witness in his own behalf in support of homestead entry, No.
...7388..., for...Lots 4 & S, Sec. 23, T42, R36.. ., testifies as follows:
Ques. 1.—What is your name, age and post-office address?
Ans....John Erickson...age 50 years...Stambaugh, Mich....
Ques. 2—Are you a native-born citizen of the United States, and if so, in what State or Territory
were you born?
Ans....No. (Born in Sweden]...
Ques. 3—Are you the identical person who made homestead entry, No....7388..., at
the...Marquette, Mich....1and office on the...twenty-eighth...day of...November..., 1893, and what
is the true description of the land now claimed by you?
Ans....Lots 4 and 5 of Section23, Town. 42, Range 36...
Ques. 4—When was your house built on the land and when did you establish actual residence
therein? (Describe said house and other improvements which you have placed on the land, giving
total value thereof.)
Ans....I built a shanty in February 1894 & a house in September 1894. Established my residence in
February[;] moved my family on the land Sept. 30, 1894...
Ques. 5—Of whom does your family consist; and have you and your family resided continuously on
the land since first establishing residence thereon? (If unmarried, state the fact.)
Ans....Myself & wife and 6 children (5 boys & 1 girl], have always lived continuously on the land...
Ques. 6—For what period or periods have you been absent from the homestead since making
settlement, and for what purpose; and if temporarily absent, did your family reside upon and
cultivate the land during such absence?
Ans....Not been absent...
Ques. 7—How much of the land have you cultivated each season and for how many seasons have
you raised crops thereon?
Ans....1 acre in 1894, 3 acres in 1895, 5 acres in 1896, 7 acres in 1897, 7 acres in 1898 & 1899, &
11 acres in 1900...
Ques. 8—Is your present claim within the limits of an incorporated town or selected site of a city or
town, or used in any way for srade and business?
Ans....No...
Ques. 9—What is the character of the land? Is it timber, mountainous, prairie, grazing, or ordinary
agricultural land? State its kind and quality, and for what purpose it is most valuable.
Ans....Hardwood timber land only valuable for agricultural purposes. ..
Ques. 10—Are there any indications of coal, salines, or minerals of any kind on the land? (If so,
describe what they are, and state whether the land is more valuable for agricultural than for mineral
purposes.)
Ans....No mineral indications...
Ques. 11—Have you ever made any other homestead entry? (If so, describe the same.)
Ans....No...
Ques. 12—Have you sold, conveyed, or mortgaged any portion of the land; and if so, to whom and
for what purpose?
Ans....No...
Ques. 13—Have you any personal property of any kind elsewhere than on this claim? (If so, describe
the same, and state where the same is kept.)
Ans....No...
Ques. 14—Describe by legal subdivisions, or by number, kind of entry, and office where made, any
other entry or filing (no mineral), made by you since August 30, 1890.
Ans....Nore...

(Sign plainly with full christian name.) ...John Erickson...
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*(In case the party is of foreign birth a certified transcript from the court records of his Declaration
of Intention to become a citizen, or of his naturalization, or a copy thereof, certified by the officer
taking this proof, must be filed with the case. Evidence of naturalization is only required in final
(five-year) homestead cases.)

Rl

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, .

‘%o all to :nlmxx ﬂxux m:nn!: shall soms, Grecting:

ﬁl’(ﬂtn&ﬁn!hubunﬂmh!b mﬁﬂmmc!ﬂmdlhﬁw‘uluucmavmlm'
 Glint whmh,n.pp-..mmu.
s:m::umuh.u Dczm, nashuhnpp\aau ﬂmh..xh

m:_m.cha‘-ﬂ,ld.ib u
by

b7 G Brsem G

d'.hmdhnd.nm‘dhth xsmx.x.mnom

" Hom | knnmgt,m:mnhmwwdbymmlmmmnmmud Hirt ‘£1 223 .
the tract of Land sbove describei 'Enhmudtnhmdmmmum-mmqpmm
mmlu-om--d §J 4 D/Mf - and to 22t -

£ - . - : iy e B

Sn testimong whereot Lﬁaﬁaﬂmﬁ___ Pacsioesy or taz Usites Srares or Auzsica,

Bare caused these Jatters tn be wade Pateat, 22d the seal of the G 23 to h"‘lu afized.
Gy sstecmy n.a. s m c-mr Wastixaros, ¢._a4rﬁ e ey of Lord oe tigorand
12, 4 of the the Unitad o st X
. o (e e I
i D e, 7 __,7;......,.
e 1 20 e I o e MZ{J& Beomndor = tur Grmoral Lund Offce.

Document 16. Final certificate, dated 23 October 1901, authorizing the issuance
of a patent to John Erickson.

= Transliteration of document 16

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:

Homestead Certificate No....3587...
Application...7388...

Whereas There has been deposited in the GENERAL
LAND OFFICE of the United States a Certificate of the Register of the Land
Office at...Marquette, Michigan..., whereby it appears that, pursuant to the Act
of Congress approved 20" May, 1862, “To secure Homesteads to Actual Settlers
on the Public Domain,” and the acts supplemental thereto, the claim of...John
Erickson...has been established and duly consummated in conformity to law, for
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the...Lots numbered four and five of Section twenty-three in Township forty-two
North of Range thirty-six West of Michigan, Meridian in Michigan, containing
one hundred and four acres and ninety hundredths of an acre...according to the
Official Plat of the Survey of the said Land, returned to the GENERAL LAND
OFFICE by the Surveyor General:

Now know ye, That there is, therefore, granted by the UNITED STATES unto
the said...John Erickson...the tract of Land above described, To have and to
hold the said tract of Land, with the appurtenances thereof, unto the said...John
Erickson...and his heirs and assigns forever.

In testimony whereof 1,...Theodore Roosevelt..., PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have caused these letters to be made Patent,
and the seal of the GENERAL LAND OFFICE to be hereunto affixed. GIVEN
under my hand at the CITY OF WASHINGTON, the...twenty third...day
of...October..., in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred...and one...,
and of the Independence of the United States the one hundred and...twenty
sixth. ..

By the President...T. Roosevelt...
By...F. M. McKeon..., Secretary,
Recorded...Michigan..., Vol...254..., Page.434...
...C. W. Bush..., Recorder of the General Land Office
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