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Who Was Soldier
John Berg from Firila?

Glenwood Lundberg’

I have been actively involved in a project to update cemetery records held
by the Republic County (Kansas) Historical Society and, eventually, to put this
information into a computerized database. The project also involves the collec-
tion of cemetery records from townships in counties adjoining Republic County.

In June of 1999, while visiting a friend in Jewell County to take a look at
his wheat fields, I was taken to two sites in the area that he thought would be of
interest to me—a small, abandoned cemetery and a solitary grave marked by a
small tombstone. The latter, located in the corner of a field in Buffalo Township
(see figure 1)! really caught my attention and piqued my curiosity. The
inscription on the stone read: JOHN BERG / Born in / Farila [sic] Socken /
Sweden / Dec. 26, 1805 / DIED / Sep. 16, 1872 / 14 years / a Swedish soldier.

I decided that I wanted to find out more about this mysterious Swedish
soldier. It wasn’t until November of 1999 that I actually took photographs of the
tombstone. After that, I started to make inquiries about the tombstone and John
Berg among local residents. At the time, it never entered my mind that I already
had information about this family in my Swedish immigrant files in Republic
County. Eventually I made the connection—John Berg the soldier was the father
of the John Berg who moved to a farm near Courtland, KS, where he raised his
family. Many members of the John Berg family are buried in the Ada Lutheran
Church Cemetery just a short distance from my farm!

The American Story: The Soldier’s Son

Since I grew up in this part of Kansas and was aware of individuals who
were descendants of the soldier John Berg, the basic American story was fairly
easy to uncover. From various sources,’ I was able to piece together the
following information about the family of the soldier’s son, John Berg (he had
the same name as his father!), and his wife Sigrid:

John Berg, b. Firila, Gavleborg ldn, 10 Nov. 1831; d. Scandia, Republic Co.,
KS, 31 May 1912; bur. Ada Lutheran Ch. Cem., Courtland, KS; m.

* Glenwood Lundberg resides at Rte. 1, Box 249, Courtland, KS 66939.

! The tombstone is located approximately 5 miles off of U.S. 36 in the SE 1/4 of section 11, T 48,
R74, Buffalo Township, Jewel Co., KS.

2 Luella (Nelson) Vincen tTaylor, who had married a son of Addie (Berg) Vincent, and her grand-
daughter, Vickie Vincent, compiled most of the informasion that was made available to me.
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Sigrid ---?, b. Ytterhogdal, Jamtland lin, 4 March 1838; d. Scandia, Republic

Co., KS, 7 Jan. 1914; bur. Ada Lutheran Ch. Cem., Courtland, KS.

Children:

1. Martha, b. Sweden, 18 Dec. 1865; d. Kansas, 19 Aug. 1902; bur. Ada
Lutheran Ch. Cem., Courtland, KS.

2. Sigrid, b. Sweden,; d. at sea en route to America.

3. Selina, b. Iowa, 17 April 1870; d. 24 Sept. 1958; bur. Ada Lutheran Ch.
Cem., Courtland, KS; m. 1) George Churchill 17 Sept. 1892 and 2) Dave
Summers 28 July 1909.

4. Addie Matilda, b. Kansas, 12 June 1874; d. 28 Dec. 1960; m. Ben
Vincent 3 Jan. 1895. .

5. Ellen E., b. Kansas, 13 Dec. 1879; d. California, 2 June 1926; bur. Ada
Lutheran Ch. Cem., Courtland; KS; m. Truman S. Evans 29 Dec. 1915.

Fig. 1. The author at the gravesite of the soldier, John Berg (1805-1872), from
Firila Parish. The lone tombstone is located in the corner of a field in Buffalo
Twp., Jewell Co., Kansas, on land that was once part of his son’s homestead.

I also discovered that John and Sigrid and their two daughters, Martha and
Sigrid, emigrated from Sweden ca. 1866-1869 and that Sigrid had died at sea
while en route to the U.S. The family first settled in Boone County, Iowa, and
didn’t arrive in Kansas until 1873-74. John Berg’s death certificate lists his
father’s name as John Berg and his mother’s name as Martha (---?). John Berg
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homesteaded 160 acres in the SE 1/4 of section 11, T 4S, R 7W, Buffalo Twp.,
Jewell Co., Kansas. His homestead certificate is dated 10 February 1875.2 John
sold his land for $1,000 to Jacob Libhart on 22/24 October 1879.

The Swedish Story: The Soldier

Locating John Berg, the soldier buried on the Kansas prairie, in the Swedish
records should have been a straightforward task. After all, his tombstone
provided both a birth date (26 December 1805) and a parish name (Farila, i.e.,
Firila) with which to start. In the birth records for Farila Parish in the province
of Hilsingland, I found an entry that seemed to be correct (see figure 2).*
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Fig. 2. Portion of 1805 birth and christening record for Firila Parish (Hils.).
Transliteration and translation of column headings (underlined) and the
information listed for child 66: No. (birth number): 66 / Namnet (the name):
Johannes; Fodt manad dag (Birth month/day): Decemb. 25 / Dopt manad dag
(Christening month/day): Decemb. 26 | Férdldrar och deras Hemvist (Parents
and their residence): Bond[e]: Olof Johansson och Hust[ru]: Ella Mansdotter i
Fone | Modrens alder (Mother’s age): 31/ Faddrar (Witnesses): Torp[are]
Mans Johansson och Hustru Brita Martensd[otte]r, Bonde S[onen]: Anders
Simssonalla 3 i Fone, och Pigan Karin Andersd[otte]r i Swedja.

The fact that the birth date for this particular Johannes was off by one day
(i.e., the 25th, not the 26th) was, at the time, not particularly bothersome. The
fact that the father listed had the surname Johansson instead of Berg was also
not unexpected, for Berg is clearly a soldier’s name that would not be associated

* Homestead Certificate/Patent, John Berg, Vol. 116, page 121, 10 February 1875. - Register of
Deeds, Jewell County Courthouse, Mankato, KS.
* Birth and Christening Record (Fddelse- och Dopléngd), Farila (Hils.), C:3, No. 66, 25 Dec. 1805.
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with an individual until he enlisted in the army. I traced this particular Johannes
through successive household examination rolls and, after following him for a
period of over seventy years, discovered that he never joined the army and he
never emigrated. The Johannes born in Firila Parish on 25 December 1805 and
the John Berg buried on the Kansas prairie were clearly not one and the same.

I then turned my attention to the other clue on the tombstone, i.e., “14 years
a Swedish soldier.” In the five-year period 1827-31 (when the soldier John Berg
would have been in his early to mid twenties), the names of all soldiers in Farila
Parish were recorded at the end of the household examination roll (see figure
3).% There, a Johan Berg was listed under number 85. His name (Johan Berg)
and birth year (1805) were right, but his day (14th) and month (May) of birth
were not. Nonetheless, this particular soldier looked like a promising candidate.

|
e
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Fig. 3. Portion of page 259 of the household examination roll for Firila Parish
(Hils.) covering the period 1827-31. Among the soldiers (soldater) listed is No.
85, Johan Berg, with his wife Martha Svensd[otte]r, her daughter Karin, and
their son Johan. Note on the far right the word Fone, which was their residence.

Turning once again to the birth and christening record, I found that the
Johannes born at Ygsbo in Firila Parish on 14 May 1805 (the birth date listed on
the household examination roll; see figure 3) was the illegitimate son of the
maid (pigan) Ella Johansdotter at Ygsbo (see figure 4).9 Four generations of this
family are recorded at Ygsbo during the time period 1800-1806, including I) the
widow, wife, and mother, Emphrid Martensdotter, II) the tailor, Johan Hogberg,
III) the daughter, Ella Johansdotter, and IV) her son, Johan.” Ella Johansdotter
later married soldier Erik Wall and they had two sons—1Jonas and Per.

$ Household Examination Roll (Husforhorsldangd), Firila (Hils.), AL: 11, 1827-31, p. 259.
¢ Birth and Christening Record (Fédelse- och Dopléngd), Firila (Hils.), C:3, No., 30, 14 May 1805.
" Household Examination Roll (Husforhorslangd), Firila (Hils.), AL7, 1800-00, p. 159.
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Fig. 4. Portion of 1805 birth and christening record for Firila Parish (Hils.).
Transliteration (see figure 2 for column headings): 30 / Johannes, odgta | 14
[May 1805] / 14 [May 1805] / Pigan Ella Johansd[otte]r i Ygsbo | 23 | Sold[at]:
Halfvard Borg och dess Hust[ru] Anna Olsd[otte]r. Drdng: Jonas Hogberg och
dess Syster Anna Johansd[otte]r alla i Y gsbo.

/R

R

Johan worked as a farmhand at Stocksbo and Fone and went by the name
Johan Olofsson Wall before he became soldier No. 85 Berg on 8 April 1831. He
married Martha Svensdotter, who had a daughter named Karin. While living at
Fone, they had a son, Johan, on 10 November 1831 (see figure 3).

On 13 December 1835, Johan Berg and his family moved from Firila Parish
to neighboring Ljusdal Parish.® Here, soldier at Jiarvsé Company, No. 85, Johan
Berg, and his family lived in the village of Bar. In 1847 he was discharged from
the army. The following is a translation of his discharge paper (see figure 5):

As the soldier of Jarvsé Company of the Royal Hilsingland Regiment, No.
85, Johan Berg, has asked me for his discharge, to be able to get better
support for himself, and the Ljusdal Parish men at a legally summoned
parish meeting on the 13th of May last, for their part, have agreed to allow
the farmhand Jon Olofsson Hedstrom from Sunnanas to become a soldier in
Berg’s place; Thus, and as the aforementioned Hedstrém, [according] to
presented testimonies, has been found to be of good conduct and able to do
service, he has been accepted by me to become [soldier (paper missing)];
So, the aforementioned soldier, Johan Berg, who is 42 years old and 5 feet,
8 1/2 inches tall and has served for 16 1/6 years, during which time he has
been on two detachments [soldiers were used as laborers for building
canals, roads, prisons, etc.], is now discharged from the Regiment and the
Company ad interim [for the time being], with the testimony that he, during
his term of service, has shown good conduct; But he must be present at the
next general muster, to get the officer of the general muster’s [i.e.,
Generalmonsterherren)’ confirmation of this [discharge]. Which is to be
observed by anyone concerned.
Mohed, 18 June 1847
Leijonhufvud
Chief of the Regiment

® Household Examination Rolls (Husforhorsldngder), Farila (Hals.), AL:12, 1832-36, p. 265; Ljusdal
(Hils.), AL9, 1832-40, p. 97 and 247; AL10, 1841-45, p. 2406.

° Generalmonsterherren was somebody with the rank of general, sometimes even a prince or the
king himself.



102 Swedish American Genealogist

2
t/;‘l‘l't')ﬁ/ll/ l/// ,}’r ”/ 4»““ V' /(7"'/ o~ "‘7 a.wa/n%’é/'

#ﬁr.(/r eid /,f.,,,_,/‘ t‘f/

Ry J 7
‘n/ P T Ve r/)r 2 ’(/‘{, s

m,n’ 'A’//uuu‘ .1'/0.4/ . ,/vr f» //a‘ﬂu'}ra) /,J /f/ (/7/_

,7”4)» - "‘)

)// ) ,'z/w r.?fv/ y /r—);/,(}(ﬂ/ : “f/' A ,.}Hnn w t'n ﬁ///—d /f
’7 ’“é:_,;,‘)p /. ;"/:/u »:nzn(/ /Jli‘ﬂ /// :/{/z/rf 7 //:v/./z i~ P ".'-’( ¢4_:
:%y:r)f'/;;ll./;' ‘/j"\;—) ery 4"’“’( 'J‘/ Aore ) /”’ m/é/ ,t 6‘:""6/”'4""‘)/‘ ;;'"l
. 4ﬂjf 29 -/Qt/h;‘f—“ ,,é'/f, /aonal?fl ,zwrr/ /'/A/aaﬁ W/ /:’/ %
2 Z P o

i y
fj,,y/?’ a/a.f //, /J{/zr L ,y/,,,,/ ok ///ﬂ.,fﬂ/ Prree //, .

P Kt i ,.!

g it 7o "r!/z ) /’////u« wrorast e - " )’ g rt oy r,—,,«d"z P a‘/ n/"’ P "”" 7 S 3
. & b 7, : i (, q /
V-\dt? -,,7 /l/r.lf //’/ P ,1 o /,Z -7 f?'-?‘ru P Lo " rt“‘{‘f‘?z (..f 1

; A v . { \
ér:/ /,”/“ / i ~:/’~'/'_u.r.,~:4417" - ””f"/ :(”“* '/-" . -

g wo, 0 ,.r'p

‘)"' i ; . " » i
,,(1:2«/:4,' -~ /'/,f M-/“ H"-"v:’ '/‘ "’(“"‘, il #

J 8
R
,1“,,(}1/- r;v_w/{ (/f fﬂe/"/};}.f 4’.»,-/(1 e

d/¢¢r&f(un/ y ("-fﬂ
/, AT

/t”a// /f}[llf//ﬂ ,4/'/// 2o .z/ /.rz-

.l"rﬁ'-
/Jz ,f(/‘,{/ ,},(,"////;Ar”a/u »:g{‘jrh ,,'&

T
! P
low AT Litaee nv/ 7//.»;,.'4 - e ;-,m “//:; /é"?’ e /f‘«f"—‘ . /‘Zlf’
w7 :

2 b i

Ax/// .4(/6 .A’,‘/ /,’;:; .

'77//0‘-/1 u’/ﬂa‘t

/t,,q//‘y/' ’/ /.ﬂ/{'/rfwrd//" ‘/// '(‘arrn‘/yﬁf’ "-""‘7," ..

Fig. 5. Discharge paper for soldier at Jirvsé Company of the Royal Hilsinge
Regiment, No. 85, Johan Berg, dated 18 June 1847.
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The family moved to Vistra Ramsjo in Ljusdal Parish in 1848, only to leave
the parish in 1853 for Ramsjo Parish, which is situated in the northwest corner
of Hilsingland.” Here Johan Berg became a settler at a village called Getkolen.®
Here his daughter Karin gave birth to a girl in 1855 and later became betrothed
to drang Lars Halfvarsson. They married and had another daughter. Seven
people lived at the settlement by 1856 (see figure 6).
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Fig. 6. Portion of page 63 of the household examination roll for Ramsjo Parish
for the period 1853-58. Here we find that the discharged soldier (avskedad
soldaten) Johan Berg has become a settler (nybyggare) at the village of
Getkolen. Note that his daughter, Karin Johansdotter, and her illegitimate
(odkta) daughter, Mdrtha Cajsa, are listed twice. At the top she is listed with her
father, mother, and brother; at the bottom, with her husband, Lars Halfvarsson,
and two daughters, Mdrtha Cajsa and Ingeborg.

7 Household Examination Rolls (Husforhorslingder), Ljusdal (Hils.), AL: 11, 1846-50, p. 271; AL:12,
1851-55, p. 283.
8 Household Examination Roll (Husforhorslangd), Ramsjo (Hils.), AL:1, 1853-58, p. 63.
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In 1859 the Johan Berg family (except for Karin and her family) moved to
the village of Ede in Jirvso Parish, where Johan Berg became a farmer (see
figure 7). His son, Johan Johansson Berg, and the maid, Sigrid Mathsdotter,
were married here on 24 June 1865. At the time of the wedding, Sigrid already
had an illegitimate (odgta) daughter, Martha, who was born at Ede on 10
December 1864.5 Two years later, the couple had a daughter, Sigrid, who was
born at Ede on 23 March 1866.° Johan, his wife, and two daughters emigrated in
1866.° The baby, Sigrid, died on the ship during the voyage to America.

Although the names of both Johan Berg and his wife, Margtha Svensdotter,
appear in the household examination roll from Ede for the time period 1871-75
(see figure 8)," other evidence in the same document suggests that Johan Berg
was actually not there. First, there are notations that indicate that Margtha took
communion but not Johan. Second, there is a notation that Johan died on 12
September 1871. Finally, there is a notation suggesting that he died in America
in 1872.

What is to be made of this evidence? From 1866 to 1884, there are no
notations in the household examination rolls about Johan Berg going to
America. There are also no indications that he took communion during this time
period. Neither is he to be found in the death records of Jarvso Parish. Did he
leave Sweden with his son in 1866? We may never know! The double death
dates make me think that he had been away for so long that he was declared
legally dead in 1871, and after that came the message from America that he died
in 1872.

Farmer Johan Berg’s widow lived in Jarvsé Parish until she died on 16
March 1884 (see figure 9)."2
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Fig. 7. Portion of page 480 of the household examination roll for Jarvso Parish
for the years 1861-65. Here we find the farmer (bonde) Johan Berg listed with
his wife and his son, Johan. On line 4, Sigrid Mathsdotter is listed as S. H.
(sonhustru = son’s wife) and Mirtha as S. D. (sondotter = son’s daughter). Note
also on line 4 that the column labeled “Flyttad” includes the notation “vide
infra (see below) / 24 June 1865.” At the bottom of the page, Pigfan] Sigrid
Mathsdotter is listed with her illegitimate (odgta) daughter, Miértha. Sigrid had
evidently been a servant girl in Johan Berg’s household before her marriage, and
it is quite likely that the father of Martha is Sigrid’s future husband, as they were
married fairly soon after the birth of the daughter. When Sigrid married Johan
on 24 June 1865, the names of both mother and daughter were crossed out and
they were moved to the top of the page.
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Fig. 8. Portion of both sides of page 513 of the household examination roll from
Ede in Jarvso Parish for the years 1871-75. Note the following: 1) The farmer
Johan Berg is listed as “Dod, 12/9 1871 (see last column of top image); 2)
Johan has no dates listed for taking communion during the five-year period
1871-75; and 3) in the remarks column is the phrase “i Amerika dod °72.”

Fig. 9. Portion of page 340 of the household examination roll for the village of
Sorvaga in Jarvso Parish for the period 1881-85. Listed on line 18 is Bond[e]
(farmer) Joh[an] Berg’s E[nkja (widow) Margta Svensd[otte]r, who was born in
Férila on 21 July 1804 and died at S6rvaga on 16 March 1884.
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