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Augustana College Department of Theatre Arts
proudly presents

Directed by Jackie Wynes McCall

Pinocchio Commedia is presented through special
arrangement with THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY
of Woodstock, Illinois.

The video/audio recording of this performance by any means
is strictly prohibited.

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

CAST

Augustana’s 2015-2016 theatre season is called “Crime and Justice,” and
at first glance it may seem strange to kick off the year’s offerings with
Pinocchio Commedia. However, upon further consideration, I think you’ll
agree that this production has the perfect tie to this season’s theme.

Aclecchino/Cricket....................................................................................................... Rowan Crow

Although today’s fairy tales are usually gentler versions of the originals
(in Collodi’s book, Pinocchio kills the cricket and spends the rest of the
story talking to his ghost), they still serve the same purpose of teaching
lessons to children in ways that can be easily understood and remembered.
For all its silliness, Pinocchio Commedia is no exception. For each of the
puppet’s misdeeds, there is a penalty. For example, when he tells a lie,
his nose grows: Crime and Justice. See?
Of course, it is a fairy tale and we do like happy endings, so in addition to
being punished for wrongdoing, Pinocchio also is rewarded for making
the right choices and he receives the gift of becoming a real boy.
The lesson that there is a corresponding consequence to every action a
person takes, good or bad, is a very important one for children to learn.
When you combine a good lesson with a good story and mix them together
with the spectacle of live theatre, then you’ve got something really special.
Pinocchio Commedia is a version of the classic story that has something
for everyone. It has the bold slapstick comedy of the commedia style,
melded with the magic and genuinely touching moments of the original
tale. I hope it’s a show that families can take delight in for the pure
entertainment value, but also use as a conversation starter to talk about
things like the importance of keeping your word, following through on
your promises, and respecting your elders.
Good theatre is always worth talking about, and I hope you’ll find that’s
true today of this production.
So to those of you in the audience who have been to the theatre many
times, but especially to those who may be first-time theatre-goers,
“Welcome all to this place of fantastic impossibilities!” We hope you
enjoy the show.
–Jackie McCall

Pantalone/Geppeto....................................................................................................... Rami Halabi
Razullo/Fox............................................................................................................................ Luke Currie
Beltrano/Cat..................................................................................................... Jessica Holzknecht
Pulcinella/Puppet Master.................................................................................. Austin Allbert
Pedrolina/Donkey and a Fool................................................................ Sage Shemroske
Columbina/Spirit........................................................................................................Natalie Brown
Pinocchio................................................................................................................................. Aubrey Lyon

A NOTE FROM THE DRAMATURG

PRODUCTION STAFF

Commedia dell’arte all’improvviso (comedy of the craft of improvisation),
more commonly known as “commedia dell’arte,” or simply “commedia,”
has been entertaining people young and old for hundreds of years, all the
way back to 16th-century Italy. With its childish energy, mixed with some
adult antics, commedia was and is fun for the whole family.

Director..............................................................................................................Jackie Wynes McCall

Commedia gave rise to two important aspects of modern theatre, the first
being the concept of having a professional theatre company. Commedia
is first reported to have appeared in 1551 in Rome on outdoor stages with
strictly professional actors during different carnivals. Because of the
emphasis on only accepting trained and professional actors, commedia is
credited with starting the first professional theatre!
The second and arguably more significant contribution commedia has
made to modern theatre is improving gender equality. One of the first
things commedia changed was the introduction of the actress. Up until
this point in history, a woman performing on stage was unheard of and
even shunned, but commedia changed all of that. Actresses were incredibly common in commedia, with the occasional use of entirely female casts
and women who played opposite genders.
Another first for the theatre world was the first female manager, Isabella
Andreini. Andreini was an actress of great renown, even performing for
Italian and French royalty, and who in 1578 married a troupe manager.
Due to their marriage, she assisted him with the finance, production and
general management of the group. After working under him for a while,
she eventually took on equal importance in the troupe and co-managed
with her husband.
Even with the acceptance in commedia troupes as performers and
managers, women in theatre during that time were still considered
“unsavory” and the Italian government tried to go so far as to pass a law
banning women from acting. But equality prevailed, and 100 years after
the introduction of the first actress, women in theatre finally became the
social norm.
Traditionally, commedia is performed using specialized masks and
choreography to identify characters. Every commedia play written was
performed using the same 10-15 characters, known as stock characters.
These stock characters are whom you see performing all of the other
characters in the story of Pinocchio, such as Arlecchino, who also plays
the cricket.
–Joe Oliger

Technical Director, Sound Designer........................................................ Andy Gutshall
Scenic Designer..................................................................................................... Emma Brutman
Costume Designer......................................................................................................... Rowan Crow
Lighting Designer.......................................................................................................... Jake Phillips
Stage Manager.................................................................................................... Elizabeth Kritikos
Dramaturg.................................................................................................................................... Joe Oliger
Costume Shop Supervisor........................................................................................ Ellen Dixon
Props Master............................................................................................................. Emma Brutman
Assistant Stage Manager.................................................................... Madison Mortensen
Light Board Operator....................................................................... Tawanda Mberikwazyo
Costume/Makeup Crew............................................... Alyssa Graffy, Hadley Karrick
House Manager............................................................................................................ Debo Balogun
Poster Design.................................................................................................................................. Quan Vi
Set Construction.......................................................................Cam Best, Emma Brutman,
Amanda Caputi, Morgan Clark, Corbin Delgado, Monica Gil,
Lauren Heiberger, Lauren Imhoff, Ryan Janusz, Jacob Kilburg Samuel
Langellier, Justin MacNaught, Rose Mary Peterson
Costume Construction...................................... Rowan Crow, Emilee Droegmiller,
Allyson Jesse, Amanda Kramer, Margaret Stadtwold

ABOUT THE CAST
Austin Allbert (Pulchinella/Puppet Master) is a first-year student from
Morris, Illinois, majoring in creative writing and Scandinavian studies.
This is Austin’s first performance at Augustana. He is involved in many
other activities at Augustana, including choir, the quidditch team and
Black Squirrel Productions.
Natalie Brown (Colombina/Spirit) is a first-year student from Elk Grove
Village, Illinois, majoring in applied mathematics and theatre arts. This
is her first production at Augustana and she could not be more excited!
Natalie also is a part of the Augustana Dance Company and has been
dancing for many years. Thank you to Natalie’s friends and family who
have supported and will continue to support her throughout her theatre
journey.
Rowan Crow (Aclecchino/Cricket) is a senior majoring in secondary
history education and minoring in theatre arts. Past roles on the Potter
Theatre stage include Rosalind in As You Like It, Mouse in Aesop’s (Oh So
Slightly) Updated Fables, and Chérubin in Figaro. Rowan has immensely
enjoyed learning about the commedia form of acting, and hopes the
audience will enjoy the production’s fusion of the worlds of commedia
and fairy tale.
Luke Currie (Razullo/Fox) is a senior theatre arts and computer
science double major. He appeared previously on the Augustana stage
as Touchstone in As You Like It, Clive the Butler in Something’s Afoot
and as a Fireman in The Arsonists. He is excited to be working on this
year’s children’s show as he has six little siblings and is no stranger to
performing for children. He would like to thank his best friend and
girlfriend, Aubrey Waddick, for supporting him in all his theatrical
endeavors.
Rami Halabi (Pantalone/Geppeto) is a first-year student from Crystal
Lake, Illinois, majoring in music education. This is Rami’s first experience
in the Augustana theatre department, and he couldn’t be more excited!
Rami really enjoys singing, and when he’s not doing homework you will
probably catch him playing video games in his dorm. Rami would like
to thank all of his fellow cast and crew for making him feel so warmly
welcomed into this fun-loving community (and his family and friends,
of course, for their support).

Jessica Holzknecht (Beltrano/Cat) is a sophomore from Barrington,
Illinois, majoring in theatre arts. She has previously appeared on the
Potter stage as Celia in As You Like It and Shakira in Katrina: the K Word.
She also is a member of the Augustana Choir and Heywire, Augustana’s
improv comedy team. She wants to send a big thank you to her family for
their constant support and love.
Aubrey Lyon (Pinocchio) is a first-year student from Mount Vernon, Iowa.
This is her first production on the Potter stage and her first experience
in theatre at Augustana. Her interests include vocal and instrumental
music, and she is involved in Cantilena women’s choir, Kammarkör and
concert band here on campus. She would like to thank the rest of the cast
and everyone involved in the Augie theatre program for making her feel
so welcome at Augustana and on the stage for her first production.
Sage Shemroske (Pedrolina/Donkey and a Fool) is a first-year student
from Buffalo Grove, Illinois, planning to double major in theatre arts
and communication studies, with a minor in political science. This is her
first time performing on the Potter stage. However, Sage previously has
been a part of shows such as The Boys Next Door, Urinetown, The Wizard
of Oz and The Crucible. In addition to being a part of Pinocchio Commedia,
she works with Alpha Psi Omega, Viking Pups, Campus Democrats and
Gender/Sexuality Alliance. Sage would like to thank Lauren Stenzel, Beth
Wells and Jeremy Morton for their guidance, as well as her family for
their constant support. Sage would like to give a shout out to her dogs,
Wookie and Moritz, for always being there for her.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION STAFF
Emma Brutman is a sophomore from Vernon Hills, Illinois, majoring in
theatre arts and English. This is her fourth main-stage production with
Augustana College. She served as the props master for Aesop’s (Oh So
Slightly) Updated Fables and as co-props master for As You Like It. She
would like to thank Andy Gutshall, Jeff Coussens and Jackie McCall for
the opportunity to design this show. She also would like to thank her
family and friends for the continuous support and creative input they
have given her.
Rowan Crow is a senior majoring in secondary history education and
minoring in theatre arts. This is her fourth time costuming a show,
having previously costumed Gianni Schicchi, Katrina: the K Word and A
Green River. She has loved working with new fabrics to create an “old
world” look for the production, and would like to thank Ellen Dixon for
helping her learn and grow as a designer.
Ellen Dixon is in her 10th year as costume shop supervisor for Augustana
College Theatre. She also designs and constructs costumes for Opera@
Augustana, and Genesius Guild Theatre during the summer. This is her 25th
season with them. Her designs also have been featured at St. Ambrose
University and Ballet Quad Cities. Prior to returning to the Quad Cities,
Ellen was based in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, where she was in charge
of wardrobe management and uniform development for the Biloxi Belle
Casino and Beau Rivage Resort in Biloxi, and Harrah’s Casino in New
Orleans. She also has worked as a consultant for Harrah’s Entertainment,
developing costumes for their Memphis in May competition, Environmental
Entertainers and Mardi Gras Krewes. Her favorite costume period is circa
1450-1590.
Andy Gutshall is the resident scenic and lighting designer for Opera@
Augustana, and the technical director for the Department of Theatre Arts.
He is a member of IATSE Local 85 and USITT. He designs custom Gobos
for local businesses, and one of his designs can be found in the Rosco
Gobo catalog. His design work was published in World Stage Design 2005,
an international exhibition of set, costume, lighting and sound design.
Andy has enjoyed designing lights for numerous dance companies in
Minnesota, including 10,000 Dances, Young Dance, Saint Paul City Ballet,
Ballet Arts Minnesota and CAAM Chinese Dance Theater. He earned his
MFA from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in technical theatre. He holds
a BS in theatre design/production from Illinois State University, as well as
an AS in business management from the College of Dupage. He has been
the production and technical operations coordinator for the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire and was the facilities technical director at Concordia
University–Saint Paul, where he taught stagecraft and lighting design.

Elizabeth Kritikos is a first-year student majoring in theatre arts and
music. This is Liz’s first production on the Potter stage. She has been
performing since she was three, in tap dance and other theatre productions.
She loves to sing and perform, onstage and off. She would like to thank
her parents for supporting her, Jackie for giving her the opportunity to
stage manage for her, and the cast of Pinocchio Commedia for such a
great first play experience!
Madison Mortensen is a sophomore from Batavia, Illonois, majoring in
biology and theatre arts. This is her first time assisting the stage manager
and her second time being involved in a production here at Augustana
College. She also is an active member in Alpha Psi Omega and looks
forward to learning new aspects of theatre.
Joe Oliger is a junior from Davenport, Iowa, majoring in theatre arts
and journalism. This is his first time as a dramaturg for an Augustana
production, but he has performed in other shows on the Augie stage,
including playing Dr. Seward in The Passion of Dracula and Amiens
in As You Like It. Over the summer he had the honor of interning for
Countryside Community Theatre doing marketing and design. As always,
he would like to thank his family for always believing in him and supporting
him, the Augie faculty and staff for giving him opportunities to succeed,
and finally his friends, who help him keep his head on straight.
Jake Phillips is a sophomore at Augustana, majoring in theatre arts and
minoring in Japanese. Pinocchio Commedia is their fourth show with the
Augustana College theatre department. Previous involvement includes
running the light board for last year’s main-stage productions of Aesop’s
(Oh So Slightly) Updated Fables and As You Like It, along with running the
sound board for the Play Production class’s production of Katrina: The K
Word. Having designed the lighting for two shows in high school, Pinocchio
Commedia is the third show Jake has designed lights for overall, and the
first show as a designer at Augustana. Jake hopes to use their experiences
in the Augustana College theatre department to help them become a
professional lighting designer after graduation, and would like to thank
everyone who has helped them gain experience and become more
knowledgeable about theatre.

GUEST ARTISTS

SPECIAL THANKS

Jackie Wynes McCall (Director) is a Quad-Cities native who graduated
from Augustana in 1998 with a major in theatre arts and English and a
minor in speech communication. She later earned her MFA in acting
from Western Illinois University. After touring and performing all over the
Midwest, her travels eventually brought her to The Old Creamery Theatre
in the Amana Colonies, where she has found her artistic home. Now
serving as the Director of Education, Jackie enjoys opportunities to act,
direct, teach, and write grants for the company. One of her proudest
achievements has been the creation of Camp Creamery, a theatre program for children, which provides a week-long, hands-on experience for
more than 600 budding thespians each year. Last year Jackie was thrilled
to be invited to direct Augustana’s inaugural Theatre for Young Audiences
production, Aesop’s (Oh So Slightly) Updated Fables, and is overjoyed to be
back again this year for Pinocchio Commedia. A huge thank you to Jeff
Coussens and all the Augie theatre faculty, staff and students for the
fantastic work they do every day, onstage and off.

The Augustana College Department of Theatre Arts would like to thank
the following for their generous assistance to this production:
Rita Gustafson and Joe Goodall, Performance Hall Management
Sam Schlouch and Lauren Reid, Public Relations and Arts Promotions
Old Creamery Theatre
Jeff Haffner
The Augustana College Department of Theatre Arts especially would like
to thank the Augustana Endowment Society, Russell and Nancy Mueller,
the family of Ruth Evelyn Katz, Philip Wm. McKinley and the family of
Ruth Allison Anderson for their ongoing program support.
The Augustana College Department of Theatre Arts also would like
to thank the following patrons for their generous contributions to our
Annual Fund:
The Rev. Joannie Adrian
Mr. Clifford Johnson
Katherine L. Atkins-Trimnell
Mr. and Mrs. John Kindschuh
Robert E. and Eileen R. Beck
Robert Knutson
The Rev. Steven Baxter
William Moeller
Debbie Bohman
Dr. and Mrs. Norm and
Jeanette Carpentier		 Janet Moline
Ms. Haley Cooke
Janel Mueller
Mr. Kevin DeDecker
Barbara A. Novak
Ms. Marcia J. Decker
Mr. and Mrs. Delwin Peterson
Alan Hallene, Jr.
Miss Susan L. Pritchard
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Hanna
Sue and Rick Rector
Mrs. Deborah Hansen
Robert and Pat Schluter
Mr. and Mrs. Mark F. Hermann
Short Hills Country Club
Mr. and Mrs. James Horstmann
Mr. Kurt Steinhauser
S. Juliet C. Hunt
Marvin Strum
Mr. and Dr. Dale & Nancy Huse
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sundelius
Dr. and Mrs. Charles and
Mrs. Anna C. Taylor
Ruth Ann Hyser
Ms. Lyn Whiting
Mr. Bruse L. Johnson
Mr. Peter Xiao

UPCOMING EVENTS

THEATRE ARTS DEPARTMENT

Machinal
October 16-17 and 23-24, 7:30 p.m.
October 18 & 25, 1:30 p.m.
Potter Theatre

Chair/Professor.............................................................................................................Jeffrey Coussens

Trifles
December 4, 7:30 p.m.
December 6, 1:30 p.m.
Black Box Theatre
Getting Out
January 29-30 and February 5-6, 7:30 p.m.
January 31 and February 7, 1:30 p.m.
Potter Theatre
Sweeney Todd
In conjunction with Opera@Augustana
April 29-30 and May 6-7, 7:30 p.m.
May 1 & 8, 1:30 p.m.
Potter Theatre

Assistant Professor...................................................................................................... Jennifer Popple
Assistant Professor........................................................................................................... Andy Gutshall
Costume Supervisor.................................................................................................................Ellen Dixon
Administrative Assistant........................................................................................... Christina Myatt
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