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Augustana College Department of Theatre Arts
proudly presents

Directed by Dr. Jennifer Popple

Machinal is presented through special arrangement with The Roman
Catholic Church Diocese of Tucson.

The video/audio recording of this performance by any means
is strictly prohibited.

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
I have wanted to direct this play since I first read it in 2002. Sophie
Treadwell’s imagined reality for the real-life Ruth Snyder is angry,
heartbreaking, and vital to talk about in an increasing mechanized world.
Last year, two things happened that changed the scope of this production
to what you will see here. I was one of the faculty judges for Augie’s Top
Voice, a singing competition for Augustana students. At the intermission,
a student beatboxer took the stage to provide some light entertainment
during the break. This man blew everyone away with his amazing
improvised beatboxing (he was so talented that if he had been able to
enter the competition, he would have won). At one point, he paused and
called out to the student organizers, “How much longer would you like me
to do this?” Someone yelled out, “Forever!” and everyone in the audience
applauded. This student’s name was Caleb Ivey and he, although a
neuroscience and biology double major, had decided to take my upcoming
theatre history class for one of his general education perspectives.
For the rest of the year, Caleb and I had class together, as he also took
the second half of theatre history with me, and during that spring term
I had the second memorable experience. We were studying Bertolt
Brecht’s Mother Courage and Her Children, and I brought in some video of
a recent London production. In that production, the director decided to
have the war sound effects produced live by a person on the stage; this
man was not a trained actor, but, rather, a talented sound engineer. The
results were riveting. Instead of pulling the audience out of the horrors
of war, the man made it all the more horrifying; war is, after all, a human
endeavor despite our attempts to depersonalize it.
By this point in the term, the class had read Machinal and I was fairly
certain I would be directing it this year. I approached Caleb and asked
if he would like to provide live sounds for our “machine” in the play. He
said yes and we started dreaming about what this could be.
I also drew together several other talented students to assist with what
I knew would be a challenging play. Keila Saucedo and Audrey Johnsen
are theatre and women’s and gender studies majors, and they provided
creativity and the ideas for some of the strongest (and creepiest)
moments you will see. Lindsey Graham stepped in as movement coach,
and provided invaluable assistance with the Expressionistic movements
throughout the show.
This production is my most liberal arts-inspired production to date and,
as a result, I hope it demonstrates the unique opportunities a liberal arts
institution has to offer students, teachers and audience members.
-Dr. Jennifer Popple

CAST
Helen/Young Woman............................................................................. Christine Broughton
Man/Lover......................................................................................................................... Debo Balogun
Husband (George H. Jones)................................................................... Keenan Odenkirk
Mother/Prosecuting Lawyer..............................................................................Emily Mason
Stenographer/Nurse/Matron.......................................................................Emily Johnson
Adding Clerk.................................................................................................................. Andrew Gilson
Filing Clerk/Boy............................................................................................................Thomas Hand
Telephone Girl................................................................................................................... Sarah Baker
Man in Bar............................................................................................................................Joshua Pride
Woman in Bar......................................................................................................................... Jenna Stitt
The Overseer............................................................................................................................. Caleb Ivey

There will be no intermission.

A NOTE FROM THE DRAMATURG
In 1928, New York faced one of its most sensational trials, that of “Ruthless”
Ruth Snyder, who, with the help of her lover, Henry Judd-Gray, murdered her
husband. Snyder became the first woman in the 20th century to face the
electric chair. The trial was sensational, drawing reporters from all over
the country who called Snyder a “femme fatale” or the “dumbbell murderer.”
Amidst the magazines and tabloids, Sophie Treadwell, then a journalist
for the New York Herald, saw through the sensationalism and looked at the
Snyder case for what it truly was: a young, scared woman trying desperately
to find her own freedom in a world that constantly tries to deny it to her.
After the conviction of Snyder and her lover, Treadwell wrote Machinal,
exploring the industrialization of not only society but us as individuals,
and how that drives people like Snyder to murder.
Treadwell was born in 1885 into a turbulent family. Her father left early in
her life, and while she was still young she developed an anxiety disorder
as well as depression. Despite this and discrimination she faced as a
Mexican-American woman, Treadwell worked her way through school
and graduated from the University of California at Berkeley. She wrote for
the San Francisco Examiner and taught classes at Berkeley until moving
to New York City to pursue writing on a greater scale.
Treadwell covered both world wars and was the only foreign journalist to
interview Pancho Villa during the Mexican Civil War. During her successful
career as a journalist, she also wrote 39 plays, seven of which appeared
commercially on Broadway, dozens of serial and short stories for the
newspapers she worked at, and several novels. Her seminal piece is
Machinal, which critics hated at the time because of its Expressionistic
values. Since its original run in 1928, it has been put on eight more times,
most recently at the American Airlines Theatre in New York City.
Treadwell decided that Expressionism was the best way to show the way
society had forced the Young Woman to mariticide, and it is one of the
best examples of the genre in American theatre. Expressionism was first
seen in Germany in the 19th century, as a reaction to Realist and Naturalist
theatre. Expressionism is seen through the eyes of the protagonist, the
whole world altered to show the view they have of the people around
them and the society they live in. Expressionists resisted the surge of
industrialism that had passed through the world, and Treadwell channeled
that directly into the Young Woman’s world, domineered by machines and
robotic, apathetic peers.
This production aims to remember and represent one of the best and
most underrated playwrights of the 20th century, and bring attention to
one of the best plays of the past 100 years
-Audrey Johnsen

PRODUCTION STAFF
Director.................................................................................................................. Dr. Jennifer Popple
Technical Director and Lighting Designer........................................Andy Gutshall
Scenic Designer............................................................................................... Susan Holgerrson
Costume Designer............................................................................................................Ellen Dixon
Stage Manager................................................................................................................ Lauren Davis
Dramaturg.................................................................................................................... Audrey Johnsen
Assistant Director...................................................................................................... Keila Saucedo
Scenic Artist.............................................................................................................................. Mari Noga
Props Master.............................................................................................................Emma Brutman
Assistant Stage Manager.................................................................................... Joseph Oliger
Sound Engineer...................................................................................................................... Caleb Ivey
Movement Coach.................................................................................................. Lindsey Graham
Makeup Designer........................................................................................................ Allyson Jesse
Light Board Operator................................................................................. Samuel Langellier
Sound Board Operator.....................................................................................................Joe Oliger
Welder......................................................................................................................................... Joe Goodall
House Manager................................................................................................Megan Hammerer
Shift/Props Crew....................................................................................................... Shannon Ryan
Costume/Makeup Crew..................................Amanda Jandernoa, Yulisa Manzo

Poster Design.................................................................................................................................. Quan Vi
Set Construction.................................................................... Cam Best, Emma Brutman,
Amanda Caputi, Morgan Clark, Corbin Delgado, Monica Gil,
Carissa Gilliland, Lauren Heiberger, Lauren Imhoff, Ryan
Janusz, Jacob Kilburg, Samuel Langellier, Justin MacNaught,
Keenan Odenkirk, Joe Oliger, Rose Mary Peterson
Costume Construction.................................... Rowan Crow, Emilee Droegmiller,
Allyson Jesse, Amanda Kramer, Margaret Stadtwald

ABOUT THE CAST
Sarah Baker (Telephone Girl) is a sophomore from Ouray, Colorado,
majoring in communication science and disorders and theatre arts. This
is Sarah’s second production on the Potter stage; you may recognize
her from last season’s Aesop’s (Oh So Slightly) Updated Fables. Sarah is
involved in residential life, club lacrosse, and the theatre department.
She’d like to thank her friends and family for supporting her and all
she does.
Debo Balogun (Man/Lover) is a junior with a double major in psychology
and theatre arts. This is his fifth Augustana production. He also has
participated in ensembles on campus such as Electric Theater Unplugged
and the campus improv troupe known as Heywire. Some favorite roles he
has played include James in Augustana’s Katrina: The K-Word and Jaques
in As You Like It. This past March he wrapped up his first professional
role in Iowa City’s Riverside Theatre’s production of Walking the Wire. He
would like to thank his friends, family and Jennifer Popple for their support.
Christine Broughton (Helen/Young Woman) is a first-year student from
Evanston, Illinois, planning to major in theatre arts. This is Christine’s
first production on the Potter Stage. Other activities at Augie include
Cantilena women’s choir and Augustana’s improv troupe, Heywire.
Christine would like to thank her family and friends for all their wonderful
support.
Andrew Gilson (Adding Clerk) is a first-year student. He is extremely
honored and excited to be a part of an Expressionistic show such as
Machinal. It will be different than anything he has done before! In high
school, Andrew participated in drama, as well, playing Shrek in Shrek
the Musical and Lord Capulet in Romeo and Juliet. Andrew would like to
thank his parents, Mr. Goetz, Dr. Gilbert, Dr. Popple, and his best friend
Amanda Yunker for pushing him to his limits in order to put on the best
performance possible. He thanks you and hopes you enjoy the show!
Thomas Hand (Filing Clerk/Boy) is a first-year student from Fulton,
Illinois, majoring in theatre arts and English, with a minor in Japanese.
This is Thomas’s first appearance on the Potter stage, and hopefully not
the last! He is involved with Anime Club, Gaming Club and Alpha Psi
Omega. Thomas would to give a shout out to his parents, Mike and Karen,
for being awesome. Enjoy the show!

Caleb Ivey (The Overseer) is a senior from Plainfield, Illinois, majoring in
neuroscience and biology. At an early age, Caleb began practicing using
his vocals in order to create a human percussion known as beatboxing.
Although Caleb has been seen on campus performing his beatboxing
skills for shows such as the talent show, Mr. Augustana, and Augie’s
Top Voice, this will be his very first theatre performance. Caleb would
like to thank Jennifer Popple for giving him this opportunity, as well as
his parents, Roy and Valerie, for supporting him and putting up with his
beatboxing for years!
Emily Johnson (Stenographer/Nurse/Matron) is a first-year student
from McHenry, Illinois, majoring in biology/pre-dentistry, with a minor in
theatre arts. This is Emily’s first appearance on the Potter Theatre stage.
She is involved with the women’s golf team and Alpha Psi Omega. Emily
would like to thank her parents, Bob and Denise, for supporting her love
of theatre. Enjoy the show!
Emily Mason (Mother/Prosecuting Lawyer) is a first-year student from
Mesa, Arizona, who is currently still deciding her major. This is Emily’s
first performance at Augustana, and she could not be more excited! In
addition to being involved in the Augustana theatre community, Emily
enjoys playing on the Augie club soccer team, volunteering with Best
Buddies and keeping in touch with her family back in Arizona. She would
like to thank her friends and family for their love and unwavering support.
Keenan Odenkirk (Husband/George H. Jones) is a sophomore majoring
in theatre arts and business. This is his fifth production on the Potter
Theatre stage; his performances have included Professor Van Helsing in
The Passion of Dracula and Jason in the KCACTF featured production of
A Green River. Now in his eighth year of performing, Keenan has enjoyed
such roles as Benedick in Much Ado About Nothing, Orlando in As You Like
It, and The Beast in Beauty and the Beast, while participating in improv
and theatre groups at Augustana and his hometown in Tucson, Arizona.
He hopes you enjoy the show!
Joshua Pride (Man In Bar) is ecstatic to be part of the cast of Augustana’s
production of Machinal. This is Josh’s sixth production at Augustana, and
his third acting under the direction of Dr. Popple. Previous roles of note
include: Figaro in Figaro, Jason in A Green River, Reinfeld in The Passion
of Dracula, and most recently Oliver in As You Like It. Mr. Pride also enjoys
writing and performing in Electric Theatre Unplugged, and making things
up in Heywire. He would like to thank his sister for constantly making
him prove he’s better than her. He hopes you enjoy the show.

Jenna Stitt (Woman In Bar) is a first-year student from Palatine, Illinois,
majoring in applied mathematics. She is very excited to be participating
in her first production at Augustana and can’t wait to do more! She has
been involved with a variety of productions, but her favorite was playing
Alice in Alice in Wonderland during her senior year of high school. She
gives a huge shout out to the entire cast and crew for making this an
amazing experience and also a huge thanks to friends and family for
always being there. Enjoy the show!

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION STAFF
Emma Brutman (Props) is a sophomore theatre and English major from
Vernon Hills, Illinois. This is her fifth mainstage production with Augustana
College and her third time as props master. She would like to thank the
production team, her friends and her family for all their help and support.
Lauren Davis (Stage Manager) is a junior from Oak Lawn, Illinois, majoring in Spanish and minoring in Chinese and Latin American studies. She
has previously been involved in productions acting on the Potter Theatre
stage, but this has been her first experience with managing it. Lauren
also is an active member of Alpha Psi Omega and is slowly but surely
giving in to the peer pressure from Augie friends and faculty to complete
a theatre arts major. She would like to send out special thanks to her
wonderful and supportive family, to Dr. Popple for this opportunity, and to
Mari Noga for teaching her everything she knows.
Ellen Dixon (Costume Designer) is in her 10th year as costume shop
supervisor for Augustana College Theatre. She also designs and
constructs costumes for Opera@Augustana and Genesius Guild during the
summer. This is her 25th season with them. Her designs also have been
featured at St. Ambrose University and Ballet Quad Cities. Prior to
returning to the Quad Cities, Ellen was based in Ocean Springs, Mississippi,
where she was in charge of wardrobe management and uniform development for the Biloxi Belle Casino and Beau Rivage Resort in Biloxi, and
Harrah’s Casino, New Orleans. She also has worked as a consultant for
Harrah’s Entertainment, developing costumes for their Memphis in May
competition, Environmental Entertainers and Mardi Gras Krewes. Her
favorite costume period is circa 1450-1590.
Lindsey Graham (Movement Coach) is a junior from Naperville, Illinois.
She also serves as the vice president of Students for Ethical Global
Awareness.

Andy Gutshall (Technical Director and Lighting Designer) is the resident
scenic and lighting designer for Opera@Augustana, and the technical
director for the Department of Theatre Arts. He is a member of IATSE
Local 85 and USITT. He designs custom Gobos for local businesses and
one of his designs can be found in the Rosco Gobo catalog. His design
work was published in World Stage Design 2005 an international exhibition
of set, costume, lighting and sound design. Andy earned his M.F.A. from
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in technical theatre. He holds a B.S.
in theatre design/production from Illinois State University, as well as an
A.S. in business management from the College of Dupage. He has been
the production and technical operations coordinator for the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire, and was the facilities technical director at Concordia
University-Saint Paul, where he taught stagecraft and lighting design.
Susan Holgersson (Scenic Designer) is a regional scenic artistic designer
and a graduate of Augustana College with decades of experience in
scenic art. A few projects include: Niabi Zoo’s “Rainforest”; Putnam
Museum’s “Titanic”; Family Museum’s “Early Experience”; Eco Tourism
Center’s “Nature Exhibit”; Troupe America National Tour’s Ring of Fire;
Circa 21’s Les Miserables, Peter Pan, Southern Crossroads, and more.
Productions at Augustana College include Aesop’s Fables, As You Like It,
and A Day in the Death of Joe Egg. Along with Machinal, currently she is
working on Circa 21’s Route 66 and Phantom; Augustana’s Sweeney Todd,
a mural at QC Coffee Pancake House; and Mississippi River Eco Tourism
Center’s future “River Bank” exhibit. See her work at www.scenicdesignbyholgersson.com. She is thrilled to be working, again, with the wonderful
Augie production team and students.
Allyson Jesse (Makeup Designer) is a sophomore from Schaumburg,
Illinois, majoring in English and art. Previously having worked with the
makeup crew for Dracula at Augustana, she is thrilled to have had the
opportunity to design the makeup for Machinal. She is fortunate enough
also to work for the costume shop on campus, which constantly keeps
her involved in Augie’s theatrical productions. Allyson would like to thank
her parents for their love and support towards her various theatre interests.
Audrey Johnsen (Dramaturg) is a sophomore with a triple major in
English, women’s and gender studies, and theatre arts. This is her
second mainstage show at Augustana and her first time working on
the production side of things. She also is a member of Electric Theatre
Unplugged and performs poetry and sometimes music in her free time.
She is in love with Sophie Treadwell and has been in love with the entire
process of putting on this show.

Joe Oliger (Assistant Stage Manager) is a junior from Davenport, Iowa,
majoring in theatre arts and journalism. This is his first time as an
assistant stage manager, but he has performed in other shows on the
Augie stage, including Dr. Seward in The Passion of Dracula and Amiens
in As You Like It. Over the summer he had the honor of interning for
Countryside Community Theatre doing marketing and design. He would
like to thank his family for always believing in him and supporting him,
the Augie faculty and staff for giving him opportunities to succeed, and
his friends, who help him keep his head on straight.
Jennifer Popple (Director) teaches theatre arts and women’s and gender
studies at Augustana. She received her Ph.D. in theatre history and
criticism from the University of Colorado at Boulder. Recent directing
credits include Beaumarchais’ Figaro, Eric Bogosian’s subUrbia, and
William Shakespeare’s As You Like It at Augustana, and Nina Raines’
Tribes at Quad Cities Theatre Workshop.
Keila Saucedo (Assistant Director) is a junior majoring in theatre arts
and women’s and gender studies. She previously has been involved in
Dracula and Something’s Afoot on the Potter Theatre Stage. She is
president of Electric Theatre Unplugged and is an active participant in
the Vagina Monologues at Augustana. She’d like to thank Audrey, Dr.
Popple, and the rest of the cast and crew for allowing her to be in the
presence of their magnificent creativity.

SPECIAL THANKS
The Augustana College Department of Theatre Arts would like to thank
the following for their generous assistance to this production:
Rita Gustafson and Joe Goodall, Performance Hall Management
Sam Schlouch and Lauren Reid, Public Relations and Arts Promotions
The Augustana College Department of Theatre Arts would especially
like to thank the Augustana Endowment Society, Russell and Nancy
Mueller, the family of Ruth Evelyn Katz, Philip Wm. McKinley and the
family of Ruth Allison Anderson for their ongoing program support.
The Augustana College Department of Theatre Arts also would like
to thank the following patrons for their generous contributions to our
Annual Fund:
The Rev. Joannie Adrian
Mr. Clifford Johnson
Katherine L. Atkins-Trimnell
Mr. and Mrs. John Kindschuh
Robert E. and Eileen R. Beck
Robert Knutson
The Rev. Steven Baxter
William Moeller
Debbie Bohman
Dr. and Mrs. Norm and
Jeanette Carpentier		 Janet Moline
Ms. Haley Cooke
Janel Mueller
Mr. Kevin DeDecker
Barbara A. Novak
Ms. Marcia J. Decker
Mr. and Mrs. Delwin Peterson
Alan Hallene, Jr.
Miss Susan L. Pritchard
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Hanna
Sue and Rick Rector
Mrs. Deborah Hansen
Robert and Pat Schluter
Mr. and Mrs. Mark F. Hermann
Short Hills Country Club
Mr. and Mrs. James Horstmann
Mr. Kurt Steinhauser
S. Juliet C. Hunt
Marvin Strum
Mr. and Dr. Dale & Nancy Huse
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sundelius
Dr. and Mrs. Charles and
Mrs. Anna C. Taylor
Ruth Ann Hyser
Ms. Lyn Whiting
Mr. Bruse L. Johnson
Mr. Peter Xiao

UPCOMING EVENTS
Trifles
December 4, 7:30 p.m.
December 6, 1:30 p.m.
Black Box Theatre
Getting Out
January 29-30 and February 5-6, 7:30 p.m.
January 31 and February 7, 1:30 p.m.
Potter Theatre
Sweeney Todd
In conjunction with Opera@Augustana
April 29-30 and May 6-7, 7:30 p.m.
May 1 & 8, 1:30 p.m.
Potter Theatre

THEATRE ARTS DEPARTMENT
Chair/Professor.......................................................................................................Jeffrey Coussens
Assistant Professor................................................................................................ Jennifer Popple
Assistant Professor..................................................................................................... Andy Gutshall
Costume Supervisor.......................................................................................................... Ellen Dixon
Administrative Assistant.....................................................................................Christina Myatt
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